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Featuring grizzled hard-living heroes, Marvel’s new mature readers 
line will have you wondering who the good guys are. 
By Christopher Lawrence 


ULTIMATE REDESIGN 


Wizarp raids the Marvel offices for top-secret, never-before-seen 
sketches of the Ultimate universe. By Christopher Lawrence 


Wizarp has the Image Comics’ founders duke it out against the 
current crop of creators. Whose comic books reign supreme? 
By Mike Cotton and the Wizarp Staff 


TRADE SECRETS 


What's old is new again as reprint collections cruise off the shelves 
as comics’ hottest trend. WizarD points you to ones you need to put 
on your bookshelf. By the Wizarp Staff 


SILENT & DEADLY 


The lethal assassin Elektra lets her swords do the talking in a first 
for WizARD—a full-length comic debut of her new Marvel Knights 
title. By Christopher Lawrence 


THE COVERS 


The realistic Elektra cover (left) was created by the talented Greg Horn. In a Wizaro first, we're 
featuring a full-length comic within the pages of the magazine. Check out the newest Marvel Knights 
title, Elektra, on page 54. The Battle Chasers cover (middle), featuring the sexy Red Monika 
and gentle Calibretto, was drawn by Joe Madureira and colored by Liquid! Graphics. For a 
debate between the two different eras of Image Comics, plus some updated information on 
Madureira’s new issues, make your way to page 40. The Ultimate Wolverine and Ultimate 
Spider-Man cover (right) was drawn by Andy Kubert and colored by Richard Isanove. For a look 
at the booty we scored when we raided the Ultimate Marvel offices, check out page 34. 
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GHOST 
RIDER #1/2 


In this exclusive, self-con- 
tained story by Devin 
Grayson, Trent Kaniuga and 
Danny Miki, a faulty line of 
motorcycles causes one 
S] man to lose his life, and now 
he’s back to exact revenge 
against everyone who knew 
about the defect—but did 


COOL STUFF THROUGH THE MAIL 
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a bad 
Two-disc DVD includes fully produced 
deleted scenes, an exclusive behind- 
the-scenes featurette, “Comic Books 
And Superheroes” documentary 
{ ; and two collectible illustrations 
by Alex Ross. 
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ight Shyamalan, Writer/Director Of orem 
“The Sixth Sense” ‘ 
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OwnThe Vista Series DVD. 
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u're holding a piece of history in your hands. 
Y Here at Wizarp, we take pride in being able 
to provide our readers with an entertaining, 
full-service magazine about the comics industry. 
We strive to showcase and report on all the stuff you 
care about—from the coolest news to the latest 
events involving your favorite titles, characters and 
creators—in entertaining and innovative ways. But 
there’s one thing we've never done: print an entire, full-story comic 
within the pages of the magazine. 
Until now. 
Rush to page 54 and check out our exclusive, groundbreaking sneak 
preview of Marvel’s newest title, Elektra. There are 22 pages (!) of comic 
goodness written by Brian Michael Bendis and drawn by Chuck Austen, 
and you can only see it here first! 

Then, feast your eyes on never-before-seen sketches from Marvel’s 
Ultimate line on page 34, featuring some of the industry’s hottest artists. 
Read our heated debate on which Image Comics era is better: then or 
now? The controversy starts on page 40. Don’t forget our fun trade paper- 
back feature on page 48, where we fill you in on everything on the hot TPB 
frenzy currently going on in the industry. And of course, we've also got 
a great news story on Marvel’s new mature readers line (page 16), with 
exclusive information you can’t get anywhere else! 

With our Elektra preview, this issue stands as a milestone in WizARD 
history, and I’m glad you're along for the ride. Thanks for sharing it with 
us. Now go do some readin’! 


Sincerely, 


LN 


Gareb S. Shamus 


WEB WATCH, 


July events on WizardWorld.com 


WHAT’S 
ONLINE 


Go online for the chance to win some 
cool swag, like signed lithos, exclusive 
-aotion figures and a date with the Wizard 
girl! (Just kidding about that last one,) 
See WizardWorld.com for details! 


Want to know what that copy of Ultimate 

Spider-Man 4#1B with the Joe Quesada 

white cover is going for? Check out the 
juide for an updated evaluation, 


‘Fit the comics community for preview at 
from new CrossGen books before they fit 
theses 


Visit the store for signed Alex Ross 
pe r-Man or Punisher lithographs and 
Simpsons action 
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USMAIL 


CAPT. WHITE AMERICA 
SFX FROM HELL... 
AND DWARVEN SLAVES! 


B”: we’re gonna run the gamut this month. We" 
with race relations, visit the emergency room, eas 
toa little zug-zwang, and end up with some members 
Lollipop Guild. Assume crash position, please. 


Dear Wizarp, 

So Mark Millar and Brian Michael Bendis argued against Marvel President 
Bill Jemas over making the “Ultimate” Captain America a black man. 
Why am | not surprised? 

Why, Mark and Brian, is this idea so hard to deal with? What a con- 
tradiction! The character of Captain America stands for equality and 
liberty for all, yet you choose your interests based on the color of a per- 
son's skin. 

The comic book industry likes to keep the status quo. | would like 
to see Captain America asa black man (And just for the record, I'm not 
black), simply because | understand the continuous institutionalized 
racism that exists within the comic industry. If a black Captain America 
comic is tried and fails, so what? At least you've given the message to 
all the fans out there that it is possible that Captain America can be 
black. Or Asian. Or Native American. 

One more there is an “Ultimate” Cap, just remember to 
change the in White America, ‘Cause that’s what you really 


mean, isn’t it 
David Picciotto 
enemy @fastlink.com.au 


Well. That was succinct. 

You may be surprised to find, David, that Brian Michael 
Bendis’ mindset is pretty close to your own, “I thought Bill 
Jemas’ idea about Captain America as a black man was fas- 
cinating and bold,” Bendis says. “I’ve urged Marvel that 
they would be wise to take the idea and create a brand-new, 
modern African-American character the likes of which 
comics haven’t seen before.” 

The only problem in Bendis’ mind is that, well...there’s 
already a Captain America. “I’m Jewish born and raised,” 
Bendis continues. “If I were to try to inject my Jewish her- 
itage into the character of Peter Parker NOW as the writer 
of Ultimate Spider-Man, just because I wanted to see some 
better portrayals of Jewish people in comics, I would be 
wrong. Because Peter Parker isn’t Jewish. If he was, I would 
have been invited to his bar mitzvah, right?” 

I guess. And for an alternate view on the character... 


Dear Jim, 
I've always wanted to be a comic writer, and with the new “Ultimate 
Marvel” line, I think | see my window. I've written a proposal for Ultimate 
Captain America. What do you think? 

Issue #1: “With Giant Power, Comes Giant Forehead Letters!” 
Ultimate Steve Rogers takes the Ultimate Super-Soldier Serum. 
becomes Ultimate Speedball. After a slight error in the formula is 
rected, he becomes Ultimate Captain America. 

Issue #7: “Well... We're Waiting!” After six issues 
“character development,” Ultimate Steve Rogers dons = 
a radical and pointless departure from familiar Marv 
Cap continues to carry the original pointy shield 
we're not afraid to skew wildly from familia 


SALE 


B78 


written by: 
Ron Marz 


penciled by: 
Greg Land 

inked by: . 
Drew Geraci 


colored by: 
Caesar Rodriguez 


because it's m 
Readers like stori 
superpowers to be 
So whattaya think? Tell m= she Stops wouldn't 
be eating this stuff with 


stuff, 


Dan Stokes 
crediblehulk@netzero.net 


Hey! You got a future! I'll tell Brian Michael 
Bendis to move his stuff out of the office 


Hello! 
“in esis rand got Tha 0b ales rs or aca Many years ago, | picked up my little brother's copy 


of WizaRo and thumbed through it. | had collected 
Dear All-Knowing Wizaro Guru, comics since || was seven eg but my interest 
I thought | would let you know The Wizard Bunny is alive, well and living in A 
waned when | went off to medical school. 
mytiese: Here | found a magazine that treated its readers 
After reading this issue of WizaRo, he jumped into the air, shouted g 


h d hed comics with an inf 
“Cheetos!” and ran around the house. Can you explain this strange behavior? fg TecPech ane aPpronc ned comics with an iniettious 
Tuttle ff enthusiasm and a whole lotta fun. | was reminded of 


Collingdale, PA ff YW much I loved sitting amongst stacks of comics, re- 

reading favorite adventures. | grew up with Peter 
Parker, the “new” X-Men, the FF...with Neal Adams, 
Gil Kane, John Byrne. ..with a passion to read, to draw, 
to learn. | subscribed to WIZARD right away. 

So | sit here, on trauma call (I'm a trauma surgery 
specialist) at a major urban hospital, patiently waiting 
for the next car accident or gunshot-wound victim 
to come in, Among all the magazines and journals | put 
into my call bag as | leave home to spend the night (or 
sometimes, the whole weekend) in the hospital, you'll 
always find trusty ol’ WIZARD. 

| just wanted to thank you for helping me revisit 
those terrific memories. Comics are still great after 
all these years. Keep up the good work. 

Your friend, and now the semi-official WizARD 
trauma surgeon (unless that post's occupied), 


Mauricio Heilbron Jr. MD 
Long Beach, CA 


Yes. As can obviously be seen by this photo, this is not The Wizard 
Bunny. This is The Wizard Bunny of Earth-2. The real Wizard 
Bunny would have jumped into the air, shouted “Bourbon!” and 
smashed everything in sight. 

Ican only assume your entire house is in Earth-2. I strongly 
suggest you flush all Red Kryptonite down the toilet before any- 
thing bad happens. 


Issue #10: “Dial ‘H’ for Homoeroticism!” Ultimate Cap takes 
war orphan Ultimate Bucky Barnes under his wing and turns him 
into his sidekick. In a clever move, Ultimate Cap gives Ultimate 
Bucky Barnes the codename “Bucky.” 

Issue #14: “The Ultimate Sacrifice!” After a little Nazi-battling 
action, Ultimate Cap and Bucky find themselves aboard Baron 
Zemo's...um...ultimate weapon. Ultimate Bucky makes the noble 
sacrifice of being too dumb to jump off the thing in time, and 
gets blowed up real good. Ultimate Cap plunges into the frigid : 

Atlantic Ocean. i Jim, 

Issue #15: “This Man, This Ice Cube!” A whole issue of : Whatis your favorite onomatopoeia in comics? | always like the 
Ultimate Cap floating in a block of ice. It'll be way deep and : “budda-budda-budda” of a machine gun, myself. 
introspective and stuff. i Chez Marshall 

Issue #16: “Rude Awakening!” The Ultimate Avengers come : New Orleans, LA 
across Ultimate Cap on ice while cruising in their Ultimate 
Submarine. We'll come up with some real cool pseudo-scien- 
tific explanation for how Ultimate Cap was put into suspended 


See? We're high-falootin’ and stuff. Even well-edu- 
cated doctors like us! 

Congrats, Mauricio—you’re now the official Wizard 
trauma surgeon. Provided, of course, that you can do 
liposuction. It’s almost bikini season and I gotta lose 
a few pounds. 


hhh, the soothing tones of a “budda-budda-budda.” | 
Hard to beat. 
But for my money, a couple sound effects take the 


L* a title? Hate a character? Got something 
‘say? Write your favorite comic company and 

OMIc FANS, ~\_Jetem know what you're thinking! Be sure to send 
ae UME your letters in care of a particular hook or editor. 


SoU Mee Tey Power to the people! 
“SopoRt! 
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cake: Check out Zron Man (vol. 1) #132. When Shell- 
head channels all his armor's power into one punch 
to KO the Hulk, the windup and punch are accompa- 
nied by a resplendent “FWA-WHA-WHA-BWOM!” And 
in Avengers Annual #10, when the Vision drops a water 
tower on the Blob, the only sound effect that could 


jibly describe the picture is “BLORF!” 
“its absolutely fantastic thatthe JLA and Avengers are cassng ove. However, they fg: P°SSs¥ ae 


Ghouls hatte dose wir,98 wo oan te Manele Phot And there’s one I'm on the lookout for: K friend 
Michael Breakfield, Stockton, CA ff told me an old Marvel comic actually contained the 


sound effect “ZUG-ZWANG!” I’ve never found it. If 
“Avengers? Who cares? The X-Men could beat the crap out of the JLA.” you know where it is, drop me a line. 
—Kumar Sukhra, Dannemora, NY 


“George Pérez drawing the JLA/Avengers crossover, Tha’s coo, But just imagine. Stan 
Lee writing it! t would be inoredibel” 
—Levi Williams, Lake Roesiger, WA 


“Regarding Erk Larsen's comments on deaths of characters, Mysterio is nota charac- IF: Dear Jim, 

ter. He's a costume, Slap a fishbowl on David Copperfeld's head and presto! New 

(aaalel S Ieee eey Conway, Memphis, TN [f: 2" noticed something In old issues of Batman, JLA, Avengers and 

a few other titles, the annual Halloween Parade in Rutland, 

Vermont was featured, hosted by a guy named Tom Fagan. Guys 

who looked like artists and writers from that age would also 
appear sometimes. Was this a real annual event? 

Jeff Hartz 

Utica, NY 


| was going through my collection for a walk down Silver Age Lane 


“What the heck Erik Larsen smoking? Oris he snifing ink? Larsen #4117 ‘Magic Words 
comments on the brillant letter from Mr, Tom O'Rourke were insane.” 
—Ken Turbin, San Antonio, TX 


“1 agreed with many of Erik Larsen's points in his ‘Magi Words' #117 letter. There 
is nothing weaker than Kiling off a character oly to bring them back later on in some 
hokey way.” 


—Kenneth R. Hobbs, Fayetteville, KY [J 4-yup- According to comics historian and Crux writer 
Mark Waid, big Batman fan Tom Fagan started the 
event in the early 1960s. “Festivities included a 
comics-themed costume parade followed by a big 
bash at Fagan’s house, and over the years, many 
“1 ove what OC Comics has been doing with the Legion of Super-Heroes lately! My |g: COMMCS Pros of the era were said to have attended, in 
Fecta swore bar netfee lew rag various stages of sobriety,” says Waid. And that 
—Susan Gatling, Marquette, MI fj? ain't all. 
Rascally Roy Thomas set a scene at the Rutland 
“just finished reating Wiazo #117’ ‘The New Mutants’ and | have to say ‘ight on!" ff: party in Avengers (vol. 1) #83 in 1970. By 1973, writers 
Theoden costumes were tebe, Tank Gd forthe ew styish, Merzy Gerry Conway and Lovable Len Wein conspired 
all-purpose black leather versions.” to work a plot thread through Amazing Adventures (vol. 
ban Grresiak; Saginaw, (MI ane 2) #16, Justice League of America #103, and Thor (vol. 
“What were the people at Marvel thinking when they ee 1) #207, creating a subtle and noticia intercom- 
approved the new X-Men designs? These are the worst\ tiGuT SPANDEX? / PARY crossover. It was quite the trick, and something 
redesigns in history. They should dump 80%... of a treat. 
these quick.” 


“really like the new Jade series from Chaos! But no matter wat they do [*Re-oreat- 
ing Chaos,” Weaeo #117], theyll aways be Where Darkness Dwell’ to me.” 
—Hubert Reynolds, Spokane, WA 


—Dion Sharpe, 
demonyc@aol.com Dear Wizarp and McLauchlin, 
yd he Xen ev to wear ies new stuff is coming outin collected trades? Will Utimate 
inter ib con na? Whats veg E \ pider-Man be collected? Spider-Girl? What else do 
With the old costumes?” you recommend? 
—Brian Albertson, Las I have an old video collecting the Max Fleischer Studios 
Vegas, NV “Superman” cartoons of the 1940s. I've been searching for a 
DVD to replace it, but the only one I've found has fewer episodes 
“What's the deal with the X-Men? : on it. Is there a complete collection on DVD? 
Ever since the movie came out, le G. Smith 


J can't find a single comic with 
"Xin the tte even a week Inala] 0@hotmal-com 


‘after the book comes out!” 
—Matt Grimes, Ultimate Spider-Man is already collected. Issues 


Saint Louis, MO #1-#7 are available in one nifty 192-page volume for 
$14.95. And whaddaya know? Not only has Spider-Girl 
been narrowly rescued from the scrap heap of can- 
cellation, she’s now collected. A Spider-Girl collection 
of #0-#8 is on tap for late 2001. 
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| LETTER ART 


The mega-talented creator ofthis month's best envelope takes home an 
awesome Green Lantern PVC set, courtesy of DC Comics! DC isso cool for 
donating ther stuf for us; we owe them bigger than Kyle Rayner owes Hal 
Jordan for going crazy and becoming Parallax! Artist: Please include a 

clearly printed return address and a list of characters depicted on the back 
of the envelope. 
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Jim McLauchlin reminds you that 
E that’s good enough for him. 


TODD MCFARLANE 


Other recommendations? I just re-read 


} the two WildStorm/DC Planetary collec- 


tions by Warren Ellis and John Cassaday. 
Those kick ass, and come with the official 
Jim McLauchlin five-star guaranteed-not- 
to-tarnish seal of approval. 

And as to the incredibly mondo-cool 


Fleischer “Superman” cartoons, which 


were light years ahead of their time, you’re 
in luck. Image Entertainment's “Complete 


; Superman Cartoons: Diamond Anniversary 


Edition” bundles all 17 ‘toons on one disc. 


| You can get it via amazon.com. Just search 
! “Fleischer” and it'll pop up. 


Dearest Jim McLauchlin, 

You always sign off saying, “Until next month, 
I remain Jim McLauchlin.” While most of your read- 
ers may have missed the clue, | have not. 

That statement implies you are not Jim 
McLauchlin again until next month. In the mean- 
time, dwarven slaves do all the rest of your work. 
Well | won't let you get away with it! Don’t worry, 
boys! Help is on the way! 


Brett Matzke 
ender182@aol.com 


: My dwarven slaves prefer the term “little 


people,” thank you very much. Until next 


| month, I remain... 


—Jim McLauchlin 


is for cookie and 
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his year, the slars come oul one night aaMion!: 


~I Special thank you BB all prereg iloed 4. lay allendees 
: ad allending Prope ssionals « 


For piseation on how to preregister, visit our website or call the Comic-Con Fax On ema 
at’619-414-1029 and request the Comic-Con Attendee Form. 


CONFIRMED GUESTS 


Forrest J. Ackerman Russell Myers 


Brian Michael Bentiis James Robinson (DC Comics) 
John Buscema Kim Stanley Robi 
Michael Chabon ‘ ial 
Frank Cho Spider and Jeanne Robinson 
: » John Romita Sr. (AACC) 
Julie Doucet i 
P. Craig Russell 
Will Eisner 
3 Alvin Schwartz 
Brian and y Froud Dan Spiegle: 
Dave — Ha Comics) Jhonen Vasquez (Slave Labor Graphics) 
: Mark Waid (Crossgen Comics) 
Jeff Smith t 
Kevin Smith er : 
Bernie Wrightson 


doe R. Landstale 


Plus four days of films, Japanese animation, panels, workshops, seminars and 
everything devoted to comics and the popular arts, with special surprise guests 
_and previews of upcoming blockbuster movies and TV shows!!! 


"PREVIEW NIGHT: JULY'18 © COMIC-CON: JULY 19-22 


for up-to-date 
information 


Visit our 


Website at www.comic-con.org 


Comic-Con International: San Diego ¢ P.0.Box 128458 © San Diego, CA 92112-8458 
Comic-Con International is a nonprofit educational | organization | dedicated to creating awareness of, and appreciation — 
for comics and related popular art forms, primarily ‘through | the presentation of conventions and events that . 
celebrate the historic and ongoing contribution of comics to art and culture. 
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Featuring grizzled, hard-living 
heroes, Marvel’s new mature 
readers line will have you 


wonder 


r broken-down, masochistic drunk of a female 


detective seeks punishment—and finds solace— 
jin rough sex. 

Bad-ass Hero for Hire Luke Cage bludgeons his way 
through the Bronx, brutally pummeling the pushers who 
rule its grime-covered streets. 

Grizzled warhorse Nick Fury abandons the bureau- 
cratic minefield for his true calling—putting a bullet 
between the brows of America’s enemies. 

Welcome to the MAX, Marvel’s fledgling mature 
readers line, set to debut in September. Far from Stan 
Lee's bright, sunny, spandex-filled New York, the world 
of MAX is populated by the fringe characters of the 
Marvel Universe: It's made-for-cable action featuring 
“Soprano”-styled men and women set adrift in a hope- 
less, “Oz""-like realm of conspiracies and injustice. 

“[Marvel Editor-in-Chief] Joe Quesada always says 
one of the most popular movies of last summer was 
‘X-Men,"" recounted MAX editor Stuart Moore. “Kids’ 
favorite line in it was, ‘You're a d--k,' and we can't say 
that in a regular Marvel comic. 

“['m not saying we should, but it's nice to have a 
place where we can.” 

Overall, the line serves as an umbrella imprint under 
which Marvel can unveil more adult-oriented and cre- 
ator-owned projects. Unlike the company’s other 


imprints—Marvel Knights and Ultimate Marvel—the ! 


MAX books won't bear any form of the customary Mar- 
vel symbol on their covers. They will, however, carry 
parental advisory labels whenever necessary. 

“We won't just be going nuts...the context will be 
very important,” editor Axel Alonso offered. “We need 
to have arguments for having explicit violence, espe- 
cially in areas where sex and violence overlap. We have 
to set boundaries for ourselves.” 

Breaking from Marvel's decades of faithful devotion to the 
Comics Code Authority (see sidebar page 20), MAX grants 
its editors the chance to woo and entertain pitches from cre- 
ators often constrained by the parameters of the Code. 

Garth Ennis, part of a debut talent pool that includes 


Brian Michael Bendis, David Mack, Darick Robertson, : 


mg who the good guys are 


Brian Azzarello, Greg Rucka and Glenn Fabry, is glad 
to see Marvel's long-debated adult line finally up 
and running. 

“Any opportunity to take the gloves off is always 
welcome,” Ennis said, “It'd be nice to see it carve out 
slightly different territory to [DC’s mature readers line] 
Vertigo; something a little more hip, more visceral.” 

Bendis echoed Ennis’ sentiments: “I'm so psyched.” 

Fans will be, too. Check out the first wave of MAX 
books and see why. 


al > by Brian Michael 
Bendis, Michael Gaydos and 
David Mack 

Jessica Jones loathes herself. 

Aprivate investigator in New York City, Jessica puts 
herself through hell on a regular basis—all ina 
disturbingly masochistic attempt to make up for her ill- 
inspired career as a superhero. 

“We'll see the Marvel Universe through her very 
dark and self-loathing eyes,” Bendis said. “She's a lot 
like Sam Spade, where she drinks and hates herself and 
£-ks around.” 

He's not kidding about that last part—in Septem- 
ber's Alias #1, Jessica—who once hobnobbed with the 
likes of the Avengers as a legwarmer-wearing super- 
heroine named Jewel—has a “nice little sexual 
encounter” with Luke Cage, a.k.a. Power Man. 

“I defy you not to pick it up,” Bendis said. 

Her horizontal dance with Power Man isn’t Jessica’s 
only run-in with former crimefighting colleagues, either. 
Asa detective, she specializes—only partly by choice— 
in cases with strange superhero connections, like 
people who think their spouse might be a mutant. 

And no, Alias isn’t Powers in the Marvel Universe. 

“The only similarities are the juxtaposition of the 
superhero and crime genres and, hopefully, the qual- 
ity,” Bendis admitted. “Beyond that, there’s nothing. 
Powers is, by definition, a murder mystery. It’s about 
homicide detectives. This is not.” 

The first arc in the ongoing series, which features 
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art by Michael Gaydos (Jinx, Batman Chronicles) and cov- 
ers by David Mack (Kabuki, Daredevil), focuses not on a 
murder, but on a conspiracy that stretches to the highest 
levels of the Marvel Universe. 

“Alias is the most hard-boiled book I've done in a while, 
and the end of the first issue will knock your socks off,” 
Bendis promised. “You'll find out what the book's about— 
it involves major Marvel icons. 

“There will be some shocking insight into the Marvel 
Universe in almost every issue.” 


FURY by Garth Ennis & 

Darick Robertson 

The Berlin Wall's fallen, the Soviet Union's fractionalized 
and Communism’s collapsed—what’s Cold War vet Nick 
Fury to do? 

Garth Ennis knows, and he'll share his answers in 
September's Fury, as the Punisher scribe pairs up with 
Transmetropolitan's Darick Robertson for a six-issue limited 
series focusing on the modern-day exploits of the man who 
put the “howlin’” in the Howlin’ Commandos, Nick Fury. 

“Fury’s a permanently pissed-off, semi-retired Cold 
Warrior who really just wants to get back into action,” 
Ennis said. “He’s one of those adrenaline junkie/Special 
Forces nuts who just can’t give it up. He's this hard-bitten, 
cigar-chomping old warhorse who'd learned to play Wash- 
ington politics, but really just wanted to shoot things.” 


The story sets Fury in real time, casting him as an aging * 


npr 
| sone 


Y There'll be pl 
afield agent, dealing death 
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American gladiator coming to terms with the fact the Cold 
War's over. S.H.LE.LD., the secret organization he once 
headed, has become encumbered by modern bureau- 
cracy, and Fury’s got to face the possibility he's becoming 
a dinosaur. 

“Luckily for him,” Alonso said, “a chance encounter 
with an old Hydra adversary proves there's plenty of time 
to fight.” 

And plenty of stuff to fight for. 

“There are a couple of over-the-top sequences, but it's 
more to do with special forces/secret agent stuff," Ennis 
revealed, “Fury weaves his way through the morally filthy 
world of covert ops and U.S. foreign relations.” 

Preparing to kick back and tell a “good, dark, occa- 
sionally humorous and hopefully intelligent story," Ennis 
plans on taking full advantage of the freedoms offered by 
the MAX label. 

“It's not so much a question of how it'll affect the story 
as how it gives me one less thing to worry about,” he said, 
speaking from the experience of his recent, toned-down 
Punisher run, “There won't be any ‘I'd love to do that, but...’ 
moments." 

Alonso likens Fury to some of Ennis’ classic military sagas. 

“It's Unknown Soldier meets Rifle Brigade,” he said. 
“It's got the sociopolitical commentary and view of his- 
tory balanced against sophomoric, gratuitous hernias 
and violence." 


WAR MACHINE 

by Chuck Austen 

Gundam, Neon Genesis Evangelion 
and...War Machine? 

Starting in September, Marvel goes Hong 
Kong, transforming Tony Stark's trademark 
armor into a manga-esque robotic battlesuit 
for War Machine. 

Written and illustrated by Elektra artist 
Chuck Austen, War Machine sets itself apart 
from the other MAX titles in two major ways: 
First, it’s in black and white; second, it'll ship 
ona weekly basis. 

Yes, once a week. 

“Chuck can do 10 pages a day,” said 
Bendis, who collaborates with Austen on the 
Elektra ongoing. “That's why he can do a 
weekly comic on top of Elektra.” 

Austen uses a computerized, three- 
dimensional modeling program to create 
his art, which can be seen in the Elektra pre- 
view on page 54. 

“He draws faster than I can write,” Bendis 
said. “Everyone's sitting around talking 
about the future of comics and using com- 
puters in comics—he's just doing it.” 

In Austen's War Machine, fans will get 
a glimpse at a Marvel Universe not tied to 
regular continuity. In fact, there have only 
been two superheroes—Captain America 
and Iron Man—in the entire universe. At 
least until James Rhodes, a.k.a. War 
Machine, comes along. 

“War Machine is like a Hong Kong action 
film,” MAX Editor Moore said. “It'll be a 
really fast ride. It's a beautiful book.” 


these books.” 

From horror to urban drama 
to biting (or rather, quacking) 
satire, the MAX line covers it all. 
Here's what else the imprint's got 
instore: 


E The Startling Stories: Ban- 
ner team of Brian Azzarello and 
Richard Corben reunite for this 
five-issue mini-series starring 
Luke Cage, who'll be less tiara- 
wearing, yellow-shirted Power 
Man and more Hero for Hire. 

Aprivate dick, Cage gets called 
in to rid a section of the Bronx of 
some particularly nasty drug deal- 
ers, only to discover a much 
thicker, more nefarious plot. 

“It’s gonna have the pacing 

and rhythm of your favorite blax- 
ploitation flicks from the '70s, 
only it'll be ina modern context,” 
Alonso said of the limited series, 
tentatively scheduled for a 
November release. “Part in par- 
cel of that is cussing and big 
booties, guns and drugs and all 
the rest.” 
DE Closer in tone to the 
Wesley Snipes smash movie, 
November's Blade ongoing takes 
aharsher, bloodier approach 
to the vampire hunter than. 
any of Marvel's previous 
incarnations. 

“] thought it was insane 
Marvel wasn't publishing a 
Blade comic,” Moore said. 
“When we started going over 
17M JUST A WAR MACHINE “And | won't work for nobody but you!” [ie ~ the MAX lineup initially, we 
Blade (right) is more of a huggin’, kissin’ fiend were very light on horror 
books, and it's sort of a natu- 
ral subject to put into a line 
like this.” 

Written by Mark 

Andreyko (Torso), Blade will 
feature a rotating pair of 
artists, Steve Pugh and new- 
comer Manuel Gutierrez. The 
creators will reportedly play 
up Blade's own vampiric side, 
exploring the tension of his 
addiction to blood and his 
growing frustration with 
serums that no longer sate his cravings. 
THE DUCK Who says you can’t go home again? 
Howard creator Steve Gerber returns to pen new adven- 
tures of comics’ most famous fowl, joined by penciler Phil 
Winslade and cover artist Glenn Fabry. 

“We don’t want this to be nostalgia,” Moore said, refer- 
ring to Howard’s initial run in the '70s. “What worked with 
the original Howard the Duck was it dealt with very mod- 
ern, contemporary situations and problems in a satirical 
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Marvel's trying to price the book as low as possible to { 
accommodate fans’ budgets, and the black and white art is 
expected to give the series the quick, inexpensive feel of 
Japanese manga. 

And like the ultra-popular, epic manga comics, Austen's 
War Machine stories will have a faster-paced, clipped, hard- 
boiled feel. 

“This book's got a higher violence quotient,” said Brian 
Smith, who'll assist editor Ralph Macchio on the series. 
“We're allowed to say the F-word, 

“And we do it a lot.” 


In conceptualizing the MAX imprint, the Marvel powers- 
that-be envisioned it as a home for a diverse range of comics. 

“Vertigo was, early on, defined by being a dark fantasy 
line, a macabre line, that over time grew to include other 
types of genres,” said Moore, who—along with Alonso— 
worked at the DC imprint. “Where we're starting from, I 
think we want to do entertaining, adult-oriented comics and 
be all-purpose. We're really trying to get a mix of genreson 


MARVEL BREAKS 
FROM THE CODE 


The Authority's lost its power in the Marvel Universe. 

No, we're not previewing an upcoming crossover with WildStorm's 
pre-eminent superteam, we're talking about the Comics Code Authority, 
the institution which has regulated the content of the company's titles— 
as well as much of the industry-for the last half century, 

Marvel's dropping the Code this fall, replacing the Authority's “out- 
dated” rules with its own content guidelines and parental advisory system. 

“Gall it my aversion to the Code or whatever, but | felt this was an 
old system, an archaic way of doing things,” Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada 
stated, “It puts extra stress on my employees who can pretty much be 
doing this job on their own. It [the Code] wasn't a place we, as Marvel, 
want to be anymore.” 

‘Axel Alonso and Stuart Moore, editors of Marvel’s upcoming mature 
line-called MAX-agreed the tenets of the Code seem even more restric- 
tive when compared to other forms of popular entertainment. 

“There's stuff you see at 8 p.m. on Fox that you can’t print in a 
comic book under the Code,” Moore said. 


APPROVED 
BY THE 
COMICS 


“The Simpsons’ 
gets away with stuff we 
can't,” Alonso added. 

Taking a cue from 
television's rating poli 
cies, Marvel will break 
its regulation system 
into three major cate- 
gories: all-ages titles, 
which won't bear any 
labels; books which bear 
parental advisory label; 
and titles targeted for 
mature audiences. 

“Most Marvel comics 
will continue to be suit- 
able for readers of all ages, but as the company expands and diversifies the 
lines, any books specifically targeted for teens and adults will be labeled 
accordingly,” Marvel President of Publishing Bill Jemas explained. 

As the Code system currently exists, publishers pay yearly dues of 
‘$5,000, then submit a book to the Authority for a fee of about $35 per title, 
and if the Code administrators decide the book lives up to its standards, they 
permit the company to put a stamp on the cover indicative of its approval, 
If the book is rejected as unsuitable, it can stil be published, just without 
the Code's symbol, 

“Comic publishers have been afraid to go out and make bold moves~ 
we fell victim to our own fear and paranoia,” Jemas said. “This [the 
new rating system] is part of an overall corporate ethos-we're gonna go 
out there and do great work. 

“This is only a little bit arrogant to say Marvel's the industry leader, 
but that’s what we are, and we should act as such,” meh 


way, and that's what this is going to do.” 

Howard's six-issue limited series is scheduled to hit 

in December. 
+ NIGHT NURSE Based on a concept by Joe Quesada, Night 
Nurse joins Howard the Duck as part of December's offbeat 
MAX offerings. The series follows a female nurse to the 
occult—when a creature of the night gets injured, it knows 
exactly who to call. 

“The first issue has a werewolf who can’t stop 
chasing cars,” Moore laughed. “It’s real white trash 
behavior for a werewolf.” : 

The four-issue mini-series will be written by Gail Simone 
(The Simpsons), with a yet-to-be-named artist. 


wizard #119 


BL OW Veteran Black Widow writer Greg 
Reka goes another sound with Rassia’l premiere super- 
spy next year, with the third Widow mini-series 
tentatively set for January. 

Joined by Elektra cover artist Greg Horn, who'll pro- 
duce fully computer-generated interiors, Rucka embroils 
the new Widow, Yelena, in a plot set amid the Russian 
bondage underworld. 

The upcoming mini marks something of a departure 
for the Black Widow, whose two previous mini-series have 
been produced by the Marvel Knights imprint. 

“It just seemed to make more sense to do it this way,” 

Moore said, “rather than tiptoe around the content.” 
: fHLOK An as-yet-unscheduled mini-series updat- 
ing Marvel's cybernetic assassin looms for the future, one 
Alonso jokingly describes as Waterworld’ without Kevin 
Costner or the water.” 

Set in the far-flung future, Deathlok is reactivated, only 
to find himself in an all-but-unrecognizable version of the 
United States. 

“It’s going to be a lot of pointless violence, big gun 
action, with Deathlok navigating a decimated futuristic 
America dominated by clans,” he said. “Navajo terror- 
ists wanting payback, white trash crackers living in 
trailer parks the size of Montana—everybody wants a 
piece of Deathlok.” 


Whenever Staff Writer Christopher Lawrence pulls a groin 
muscle—which happens more than you'd think—he often 
calls on the services of Night Nurse. 


(WHO'S THE PRIVATE DICK THAT GETS ALL THE CHICKS? 
Hts Cage-Luke Cage. Dammmnnn right! 


RULE THE PLANET. 
| } 
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NEWSGNOTES 


THEBUZZBIN 


PROJECT Many wheels are turning in the “Joe's Comics” wing 
of Top Cow Productions, not the least of which is a new series J. Michael 
Straczynski is writing, tentatively titled Dream Police, 

In Wizaro #116's “When Worlds Collide,” it was just a dream, 

‘Now it may be reality. Sandy Frank Entertainment, the company that owns 
the anime “G-Force,” is trying hard to push the property into comics, 

CODE Sources at DC say they're none too happy about Marvel's exit from 

the Comics Code Authority, Between that and Marvel Editor-In-Chief Joe Que- 

sada’ fering of DC eece the ee tivalry” ain't so friendly anymore, 


‘KNIGHTS’ TAKE A BITE 


arvel Knights: Double Shot—more fun than a trip to 
ithe dentist. 

The Knights relaunch their self-titled book this October 
asa four-issue, anthology-style mini-series. The debut issue 
kicks off with a Punisher story written by Garth Ennis with 
art by Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada, an 11-page tale that 
has the good Mr. Castle putting in a special appearance at 
the local dentist's office. 

“t's all told from a viewpoint inside this gangster’s mouth 
while he's at the dentist," MK editor Stuart Moore said. 

The second story stars Marvel's Man Without Fear, writ- 
ten and penciled by Daredevil: Ninja artist Rob Haynes. 
Artist Glenn Fabry will provide a painted cover. 

The series resurrects the recently canceled Marvel 
Knights monthly, and while it won't involve a “non-team” 
team of dark, Knights-style vigilantes like its predecessor, 
the anthology will make use of the same heroes. 

“It's possible we'll expand a little bit, but we'll focus 
mostly on Marvel Knights characters,” Moore said. ll (L 


Locks ite Crouching ies 
Hidden Dragon, the planned comic 
based on the hit movie of the same 
‘name, is changing form. It'l no longer 
be a one-shot graphic novel. Look 
instead for it to be four mini-comics 
pier with At Asylum toys. 

E E After a stint 
on Ghost Rider raises his profile, 
artist Trent Kaniuga is looking to 
return to where it all started-his 
creator-owned CreeD series. Look for former Witchblade writer Chi 
z to tag along, too, 


5 Rumor has it Frank Miller’s work on The Dark Knight 
Stites Again, the ‘sequel to his classic Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, 
is proceeding quickly and the first 
issue will almost surely ship in 
January. 
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OLD! TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, WHO JUST MIGHT BE YOU! A 

Commitment To Our Roots (ACTOR), a new charitable organiza- 
tion dedicated to helping comic creators in need, is holding its 
Second massive charity art auction at comics’ greatest three-ring 
circus, Wizard World Chicago! 


L There is a one- 
year moratorium on using Green 
Arrow anywhere in the DC Uni- 
verse as Kevin Smith sets up the 
character's new status quo. But 
as soon as things are up and run- 
ning, Smith and new Hawkman 
GREEN ARROW writer Geoff Johns are cookin’ up 
‘something to bring the Emerald 


The first ACTOR auction netted over $68,000 with 200 pieces of great 
original art, and this auction is shaping up even bigger. How big? 


+ Art from DAN JURGENS, TIM SALE, ADAM HUGHES, TRENT KANIUGA, 
JOE MADUREIRA, BERNIE WRIGHTSON, MIKE MIGNOLA and more will 
hit the auction block! 


* Special guest auctioneer KEVIN SMITH will auction off actual film 
props from his new movie, “JAY 
AND SILENT BOB STRIKE BACK”! 


It ain't just keen stuff-You can 
also bid on spending a Day at 
Marvel with Marvel head hon- 

cho JOE QUESADA, or a Day at 

Image with Publisher JIM 

VALENTINO! 


Archer and Hawkman together. 

The industry rumor mill suggests that Marvel Editor-in- 
‘Chet Joe Quesada recently had a “very long” meeting with Watchmen 
creator Alan Moore. DC was reportedly very unhappy about the meeting, 
as Quesada’s been quite outspoken about trying to bring the ABC maestro 
into the Marvel fold. 


In Wizaro #118’s “On the Rise” section, we Lf 7 WIZARD WORLD 


: hin CHICAGO 
spotighted CrossGen artist Steve Motiven but py SMIERCO. 
ran Josh Middleton's art. We regret the errr Rosemont Convention 


So go check out Meridian to get the real deal, riokatsare erable be 


or get a quick peek at McNiven's art at left! b I calling 1-800-690-1669 or 
by visiting 
www. wizardworld.com. 
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MIRACLEMAN MAKES HIS 
RETURN IN ‘HELLSPAWN’ 


N=: a miracle? Hellspawn might 
just have one for you. 

Miracleman, the legally troubled 
and sometimes forgotten Alan Moore- 
revised hero, is slated to return to 
comics in August with Todd McFarlane 
Production’s Hellspawn #13. 

News of Miracleman’s return has 
sparked interest in the character and 
renewed claims by Sandman creator 
Neil Gaiman that he—and not McFar- 
lane—owns the rights to the character. 

Gaiman took over the Miracleman 
series with issue #17 in 1987 and accord- 


DAVID OPTS 
FOR CHAOS 


peter David lives in a world 

~ ofchaos. 

That's the case in August when the pro- 
lific writer helms the new Vandala Il one- 
shot from Chaos! Comics. David recently 
relaunched Captain Marvel and revitalized 
DC's Supergirl and showed a light-hearted 
style in Dark Horse’s SpyBoy. Now fans can 
geta taste of David's take on Lady Death's 
beautiful winged sister—Vandala. 

Wonder why David, who usually 
works with superheroes, would be 
attracted to this project? 

“Any fan will tell you that I'd never do 
anything for Chaos!,” said David. “That 
alone was a major attraction. Ilove con- 
founding the fans.” 

The story will be a high-flying adven- 
ture for Vandala, the last living Valkyrie, 
when she endeavors to erect the magical 
realm of Asgard here on Earth. Aided only 
by Ravenheart, a warrior who's touch 
means certain death, Vandala’s plans are 
complicated by the insidious resolve of 
Pagan and Hell's Belles, who have dia- 
bolical plans of their own. ll BRIAN INGRAM 
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ing to Moore, also received portion of : 


the rights to the'character. Miracleman 
got his start as a character named Mar- 
velman in comic strips in the United 
Kingdom from the early 1980s to the 
early 1960s. In 1982, Moore began pub- 


lishing more violent and adult Marvel- : 


man stories in the United Kingdom's 
Warrior Magazine, which owned the 
rights to the series. The adventures of 
Marvelman were later reprinted in the 
U.S. by Eclipse Comics as Miracleman, 
due to a Marvel Comics lawsuit over the 
character's name. 


Gaiman, about to begin a tour for his 
new novel American Gods, insistshe has 
the film for all the Miracleman trade 
paperbacks in his basement and the 
rights to republish them along with the 
never-before-seen issue #25 of the series, 

“Todd certainly gave me the rights 
to Miracleman, and indeed sent me the 
film for the graphic novels, back in 
1997,” said Gaiman “But he’s never 
sent the papers he promised transfer- 
ring ownership. I'm afraid they've gone 
the way of all his other promises.” 
NIKE COTTON 
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fee DARK HORSE PROMISES 
eee MONTHLY MONKEY 


Gaijin artists A qi 
‘Hamner, Brian Stelfreze, Georges Jean ark Horse Comics gets a huge monkey 
-and Kai at Story wll provid on its back this summer. With the July 
release of Tim Burton’s update of Pierre 
a Boule’s sci-fi adventure “Planet of the Apes” 
Empire, the WI and a Dark Horse three-issue Planet of the 
d by Mark Apes mini-series The Human War debuting 
in June, it seems the comic company will be 
monkeying around for the next few months. 

Plans for a Planet of the Apes ongoing 

monthly series beginning in September are 
yin the works with the story taking place a few 
generations after the film. 

Ape politician-turned-rebel Seneca and 
former human slave Esau get swept up in the 
ine exiled ape warrior Attar’s quest for the miss- 
interdi- ing chimp activist Ari. The series fills in gaps left by previous Apes stories such 
as the origin of the apes and a glimpse of unexplored areas of the planet. 

“They live on this whole planet, not just this city,” says writer Ian Edgin- 
ton. “What's the rest like?” 

Edginton, who also wrote the three-part mini-series, writes the first three 
issues of the book before teaming with scribe Dan Abnett on co-writing duties. 
Art will be divided between a rotating lineup that includes Adrian Aibar, Pop 
Mhan (SpyBoy) and Pace Medina, who also penciled the mini-series. 

Issue #1 of the ongoing also features a cover by Grendel and Mage 
creator Matt Wagner. Ml DEANNA DESTITO 


home at 0 


‘At Wizaro, no one loves comics like us and here's a bunch of cool things we read or 
saw this month, 


ENEMY AGE: WAR IN HEAVEN (0C Comics) Garth Ennis and murderous mayhem 
go together like peanut butter and jelly, but we love his new, more thoughtful spin on this 
ripping World War Il tale about Germany's best fighter pilot Hans Van Hammer, a killing machine 
Who loses his taste for it after witnessing the horrors of war up close. 

JUST A PILGRIM #3 (Black Bull Entertainment) Ennis continues to shock and amuse 
with this post-apocalyptic mini-series, On the “menu” for 
this ish-the shocking tale of Pilgrim's dalliances with 
cannibalism, including him eating his entire military squad 
on a life raft! Pass the salt! 

NEW X-MEN #114 (Marvel Comics) Frank Quitely's 
art blew us away, especially the disturbing scenes of 
organic Sentinels propagating in the jungles of South 
‘America-we felt icky and enthralled at the same time. 

SSA #24 (DC Comics) “The Return of Hawkman” Part 
2 sees Hawkman in a touching reunion with his team- 
mates and son Hector Hall (Or. Fate), but the festivities 
are cut short when the all-powerful Onimar Synn kicks the 
crap outta the JSA in about five seconds! Party foul! 

HELLBOY: CONQUEROR WORM #1 (Dark 
Horse) Great art by Mike Mignola highlights this tale of 
evil Nazi scientists (are there any other kind?) trying to 
revive the most brilliant of their brethren-and kill Hellboy 
and Roger the Homonculus in the process. Plus, a giant Nazi ape kicks Hellboy's ass at the 

MH _ end (thus ends another obligatory Wizazo monkey promotional moment)! 

§ OPTIMUS PRIME BUST (Hard Hero Enterprises) This awesome collectible adds 

Bmore fuel to the 1980s nostalgia fire, and it looks like it just popped off your TV screen. The 
only thing missing about this baby is that it doesn't transform into a giant truck! 


UiaiMATe 


MARVEL 


ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN #12: 
He Wants The Kingpin. He'll Have To Get Through Electro! 


ULTIMATE MARVEL TEAM-UP #7: The Punisher Targets’ Daredevil: 
ULTIMATE X-MEN #9: The Mutants of Weagggior Nick(Fury! 
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WITCHBLADE TAKES A 
CLOSER LOOK AT ‘DEATH’ 


“Maybe. I believe people expect a 
catfight and that’s what they will get.” 

Pairing the two female power- 
houses seemed like a natural fit, 
according to Top Cow President Matt 
Hawkins. 

“There was a deluge 
of female action leads in 
the last decade and only 
a handful have survived 
and achieved what Lady 
Death and Witchblade 
have done,” said 
Hawkins. “We're proud 
to crossover two inde- 
pendent titans.” 

Can fans expect to 
see more crossovers 
from the two companies? 

“This is our first 
crossover with Chaos!,” says Hawkins, 
here’ll be more in the future if fans 
like it and bombard us with mail and 
e-mails demanding more!” ll DD 


lwo super sexy comic book vix- 
ens in one huge crossover event? 

A mere fantasy, right? Think again. 

This July, Top Cow Productions and 
Chaos! Comics unite to fulfill that fan- 
tasy with Lady 
Death/Medieval 
Witchblade #1, writ- 
ten by Brian 
Augustyn and pen- 
ciled by newcomer 
Romano Molenaar. 
Chaos! and Top 
Cow's No. 1 femme 
fatales team up to 
take on a nasty vil- 
lain sure to shake up 
both their worlds. 
The ladies will be 
forced to overcome 
their differences to get the job done, 
but can they play nice? 

“Will they cooperate?” wondered 
Lady Death creator Brian Pulido. 


LADY DI 


Thunderbolts ain't Marvel’s most secretive series anymore. The Brotherhood, the 
new mutant terrorist title, harbors one of the biggest secrets of all: Who's 
writing it? So who could the mysterious scribe—billed only as Writer X-he? 


APE X 
A top-heavy, evil monkey scientist with tank 
treads for legs? This Squadron 
Supreme villain could 
be the mystery writer, 
but odds are if Mar- 
vel did have an 
evil monkey 


DMX 
With hobbies like 
crashing cars and 
buying churches, all 
of hardcore rapper 
DMX's free time is 
spent wrestling with 
the question that has 
plagued man since we crawled from the mud: 
“Where my dogs at?” Where indeed? 

Odds: 100-1 


the dailies, 
Odds: 12-1 


Las V 
| JAMESON 
vou If there's 27 things 
| adult film star Jame- 
son knows-wait, 
we're forgetting the 
“No Man’s Land” 
series. If there's 34 
things Jameson knows better than anyone else, 
it's all things “X”! 
P Odds: 2-1 


RACER X 

With plenty of free 
time on his hands 
thanks to that 
unfortunate incident 
with Chim-chim and 
the subsequent 
restraining order, 
this sidelined Racer could be in the 
driver’s seat. 

Odds: 4-1 
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Brian K. Vaughan ¢ Mark,Texeira 


this 


month's 


battle 


lessed with 
Truth, Princ: 


the battle...ricking up tremendous energy readings in New York 
City's Central Park, Wonder Woman streaks from the JLA Watchtower to 
investigate. Coming across the ionically charged form of Wonder Man, 
Diana swoops in for a closer look. Mistaking her move for an attack, Simon 
unleashes a hellish haymaker that knocks Wonder Woman hundreds of 
yards away. Streaking after the stunned warrior, Simon's amazed to find 
Diana on her feet and ready for action, Wonder Man and Wonder Woman 
go toe-to-toe for what seems like hours, a whirlwind of blows that destroys 
acres of Central Park but barely harms the combatants. Simon's fists strike 
like Thor’s hammer, but Diana—thanks to the speed of Hermes—is quick 
enough to avoid most of the punches, and powerful enough—thaniks to the 
strength of Heroules—to shrug off the rest. Realizing the pair are too evenly 
matched, Wonder Woman relies on the wisdom granted her by Athena to 
devise a plan: Plunging both of her fists straight into Simon's chest, Diana 
is able to disperse Wonder Man's ionic energy, thanks to the energy field 
created by her Amazonian bracelets. After being bound up in Diana’s 
Golden Lasso for a trip to the police station, Simon Williams faces a bitter 
truth: Wonder Woman kicked his ass! 


AGREE? DISAGREE? Well, let us know! And while you're at it, 
send us your ideas for future Last Man Standing battles! Just 
e-mail us at: lastmanstanding@wizardworld.com. Thanks! 
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ONE MAN IS DEAD. 
400 propLe LET rr HAPPEN, 


WHERE DOES THE SEARCH FOR 
VENGEANCE BEGIN WHEN 
EVERYONE IS GUILTY? 


EXCLUSIVE #1/2 OFFER! 


masa - 
FAULTY WORK ON A MOTORCYCLE LEAVES A BIKER DEAD. IT’S CHEAPER FOR 
THE MANUFACTURER TO DEAL WITH LAWSUITS THAN RECALL THE BIKE. 
400 PEOPLE KNEW ABOUT THE ERROR, SO WHO'S TO BLAME? ENTER GHOST 
RIDER AND CORPORATE AMERICA WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN! 


WRITTEN BY DEVIN GRAYSON ART BY TRENT KANIUGA AND DANNY MIKI 
AVMLABLE ONLY THROUGH WIZARD ENTERTAINMENT. 


AVAILABLE ONLY FROM WIZARD ENTERTAINMENT 
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= With this ONE certificate, you can order 
AS MANY copies of the GHOST RIDER #1/2 as you like! 


ORDERING INFORMATION [ESET 


and Total (all prices include ship 
here is no pre-set Limit to the quantity of comics you can order, barring sell-out 


lers MUST be made using this certificate and MUST be sent i 
de r mnt in the attached envelc ji 
cessed on a first-in, first-out basis. Allow eight to twelve weeks from date of Gunua waren 
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Tear off order certificate here 


Tear off reply envelope here 


t the entire certificate? 


Have you enclosed payment? 


Have you fi 


age to the envelope? 
joate, moisten the flap and seal the envelope 


Great, you're halfway there! Fold and enclose the certif 


Alex Ross Punisher Litho The first time 
master painter has ever done Marvel's minister of 
mayhem! This special limited edition lithograph 
comes signed by Alex himself. 


Alter-Ego Spidey Super-sculptor Randy Bowen 
created this limited edition mini-bust of Peter 
Parker/Spider-Man just for Wizard! Production was 
limited to only 6,000 pieces, so get your order in now! 


) 


Tomb Raider Movie Poster The actual 
poster you'll see in your MultiPlex. This authentic 
double-sided one-sheet is going fast! 
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GOD SPENT SIX DAYS CREATING THE UNI- 


i »w phone cal 
4. Comics simply made a few ph 
aed reiish n Michael Bendis sat down 


After writers Mark Millar and Briar 


with Marvel President 
Joe Quesada last year t 
geoning Ultimate Marvel 
hippest artists raced to their drawing boars *9 Gout 
(and in some cases, preliminary) versions of 


familiar faces. 
“The Ultimate line of com 


hash out the plot threads 


jes is supposed to sh 
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FANTASTIC FOUR BY JIM MAHFOOD 


It may not be a restaging of Spider-Man's paper bag- 
wearing attempt to hook up with the Fantastic Four, 
but the Ultimate Team-Up issue starring the Web-head 
and Marvel's First Family should contain plenty of 
hijinks. The comical crossover plops Peter Parker into 
the Baxter Building as—of all things—an intern. As one 
might expect, chaos ensues. ..chaos captured by the pen- 
cils of Jim Mahfood (Clerks). 

Mahfood, who used to watch reruns of the old-school 
“60s cartoon when he was a kid, tried to draw the fan- 
tastic foursome in his own style, while still staying 
“somewhat true” to their original look, 

“Ym a huge Kirby fan and I've been looking at his FF 
stuff, [love all the weird gadgets and monsters he came up 
with,” the artiststates. “I've also been lookingat [current AF 
artist Carlos] Pacheco’s stuff and I think it’s really amazing. 

“[ tried to make Johnny look like a yang, hip guy 
and when I draw the Thing I just want him to be this 
huge, hulking mass of rock—very cartoony and exag- 
gerated,” Mahfood adds. “Reed is pretty much the 
straightforward smart guy and that’s the way I drew 
him. And with Sue I tried to make her look classy and 
sexy at the same time.” 
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of Publishing Bill Jemas and Editor-in- 


Universe, a ragtag team of the indus 
ig boards to concoct Ultimate 
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Chief 
for the bur- 


industry's 
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.ow people how 
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cool comics are,” Bendis explains. “Right now, le es anaes 
he X-Men are cool,” he adds, 
that show Spider-Man and t 2 
i Man and Ultimate X-Men. 
2 et newest Ultimate book, Ultimate 


rently making waves is : 
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Eco ig that makes them different from video 


Team-U} 
of comics books—the thins 
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the scenes at how comicdom’s finest 


whole new universe... 
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COVERS - ILLUSTRATION QUALITY 


CAPTAIN AMERICA BY 
MICHAEL AVON OEMING 


The Star-Spangled Aveng 


ed as the hub of 
well-publicized 
timate Marvel 


wersy, C 


Ultimate cont: 
debate in which 
weighed the merit 
and blue superhero A\ 

“Captait 
back-and-forth on hin 
white, black and, ultim ofthe char- 
acter. “And Mike's sketches were done unencumbered 
by any of the stuff that was going on behind the scenes.” 

In devising Ultimate Cap, Oeming (Powers) stuck 
with the character's traditional uniform, a move nec- 
essary for the Shield Slinger’s debut, which is expected 
to examine how a modern-day kid would react to some- 


erica’s red, white 


er with the most 
ares, recalling the 


Americ 


one like Captain America. 

“His authenticity, his historical significance, is the 
most important thing to portray about Cap,” Oeming 
After all, this is a guy fresh from the hor- 
orld War II and from a time when America was 
reat and apple pie was good for you.” 
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ANGEL BY J.H. WILLIAMS 


In an effort to get some different per- 
spectives on the company’s most popular 
mutants, Marvel approached several dif- 
ferent artists about doing design work for 
Ultimate X-Men. 

Editor Mark Powers reached out to 
both Promethea artist J.H. Williams and 
then-Uncanny X-Men penciler Salvador 
Larroca for concept sketches, 

Blending the upper-crust tradition of 
Angel with a clean, trendy look, Williams 
depicts Warren Worthington III (Angel's 
alter ego) as a “rich, Yuppie kid.” 

“He's the total opposite of Gambit [see 
page 37], but still has the typical attitude of 
year-old,” the artist says of his designs. 
“He's lot more naive than Gambit about the 
world around him.” 
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MYSTIQUE BY J.H. WILLIAMS 


Taking some cues from last year’s block- 
buster “X-Men” movie, Williams’ vision 
of Ultimate Mystique involves blue tones. 
and scales. 

“I pictured her really wanting to do 
things like normal humans—things like sit- 
ting in the park and watching the birds,” he 
he feels the need 
to hide herself because humanity fears her 
appearance, She wishes that she could get 
rid of her reptilian, blue, shiny skin.” 
Powers calls the artist's take on the 
mutant shapeshifter “perfect.” 

Though those story concepts have 
since been shelved, Powers holds out hope 
they—and Williams’ designs—may one 
day be resurrected. 

“When the time is right...” 
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GAMBIT BY J.H. WILLIAMS 


Building off Remy LeBeau’s history as a 
thief (though not necessarily his mem- 

bership in the New Orleans Thieves’ 

Guild), Williams designed Gambit as “very 

much the grungy street kid. 

“I pictured him being solemn with an 
attitude,” Williams declares. “He could care 
less what anyone else thinks,’ 

And while Powers wasn’t sure whether 
Williams’ design adequately captured the 
more flamboyant aspects of Gambit’s per- 
sonality, the editor says the Promethea 
penciler did a phenomenal job crafting civil- 
ian looks for the young X-Man. 

“| like elements of each of J.H.’s 
designs,” Powers recounts. "More than 
anything, [felt he really captured each of 
these characters as young people.” 
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GHOST RIDER BY JIM MAHFOOD 
A fan of the original Johnny Blaze Ghost 
Rider, Mahfood made his contribution an 
homage to the good ol’ days. 

“With my design, I was goin’ for that 
whole '70s jumpsuit-type look,” the artist 
relates. “Ya know, something funky.” 

The Ghost Rider story's since been 
put on hold—by Bendis. “I'm not a Ghost 
Rider guy. All I had was this one moment: 
Ghost Rider rides in, Spider-Man looks 
at him and says, ‘Dude, your head’s on 
fire,” the writer laughs. “That's all I had, 
and that’s not enough for a book.” 

While Bendis promises Ghost Rider will 
pop up in the pages of Team-Up eventually, 
it won't be for a while, which is just fine 
with Mahfood, who says, “It means I won't 
have to draw motorcycles, which is cool 
with me.” 
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HULK BY PHIL HESTER 


Green Arrow artist Phil Hester didn’t hes- 
itate in hitting Ultimate Hulk with the 
ugly stick. 

“Tdespise handsome Hulk,” he relates, “I 
like a really brutal, Jack Kirby, Frankenstein- 
like Hulk.” 

In an effort to stick to the character's 
roots, Hester gave the Green Goliath “Boris 
Karloff eyelids” and kept the gamma-irra- 
diated giant “square, squat and ugly.” 

“Iwanted to go prehistoric,” he notes, 
“The dumber the better.” 

Bendis, who'd known Hester since the 
two worked at Caliber Comics, said the 
artist's Hulk was everything he hoped it 
would be, 

“It was a big-ass Hulk,” the scribe 
laughs. “Just a big, friggin’ Hulk, which 
is exactly what we needed.” 


When designing the Web-head’s revised 
Rogue's Gallery, Ultimate Spider-Man's cre- 
ative tandem quickly came to a consensus 
about Spidey's most charged-up adversary, 
Electro: He needed a new look. 

“He had a costume that just wouldn’t 
play for this new audience,” Bendis rea- 
sons. “With that big lightning bolt on his 
head, he looked like a spokesman for G.E.” 

“Ithought he always looked like a dork,” 
Bagley laughs. 

The duo talked about the character, and 
the artist sketched out some new features, 
including scars on the villain’s face. 

“It's really cool—electricity could flow 
right out of his head,” Bendis explains 

“Tjust doodled and used whatever cool 
came out,” Bagley adds, “And I did the big 
feet because big feet are neat looking,” 
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BLACK CAT BY JIM MAHFOOD 


Though Bendis has no plans to use the 
Black Cat in Ultimate Team-Up, Mahfood 
drew up some sketches anyway. And 
despite Bendis’ jokes to the contrary, the 
artist vows he doesn’t “have a thing” for 
the character, 

“I just thought her and Spidey’s rela- 
tionship in the old-school Spidey books 
was interesting,” he defends. “Basically, 
what I wanted to do is revamp her as a cute 
16-year-old girl who shows up at Peter's 
high school as a transfer student. 

“She and Peter would be attracted to 
each other, and this would cause some fric- 
tion and jealousy with Mary Jane,” the 
artist adds. “So a lovers’ triangle of sorts 
would develop and poor Peter would have 
to choose between these two hot girls.” 
Yeah, right. “Poor” Peter... 


INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 


DOCTOR OCTOPUS 
BY MARK BAGLEY 


Bagley says it was a pleasure to redesign 
Spidey’s eight-limbed foe. 

‘ool wasn'ta concept when they first 
did these guys,” the artist admits. “I wanted 
to maintain the flavor of the character, but 
give it a tweak, a modern edge.” 

His tweaks clicked with Bendis. In fact, 
the writer gives Bagley the credit for solidi- 
fying the entire Doctor Octopus storyline. 

“I knew exactly what to do as soon as 
I saw ‘em,” Bendis declares. “I needed him 
to have a motive, a reason to do what he's 
doing. We talked about what those arms 
would mean....they can turn into weapons: 
and stuff, Not only are they unbreakable 
claws that can beat the crap out of you, 
he also has all these things at the end that 
rotate and can transform into things.” 
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WIZARD has the Image Comics’ founders duke 
it out against the current crop of creators. 
Whose comic books reign supreme? 


DD ANE versus 
Kevin Smith. Wild¢.A.T.sver- 
sus Battle Chasers. Rob 


Liefeld’s muscles versus Michael 
Turner's breasts. (Uh...we mean their 
characters, you sicko!) 

If there's one thing comic fans love 
even more than topless pictures of 
Anna Kournikova on the Internet, it’s 
comparing comic books’ white-hot past 
to the field’s sizzling and passionate 
present—and no “then and now” con- 
test could grip fans as much as Image 
vs. Image. 

In 1992, the hottest artists in the 


Mustain: Christan Zar, clr: Richard and Tanya Hae 


business, including McFarlane, Mare 
Silvestri, Liefeld, Jim Valentino, Erik 
Larsen and Jim Lee all abandoned top- 
selling gigs on the hottest hooks in the 
field to birth anew company that would 
catapult them from comic book stars to 
creative innovators and millionaires. 
During the huge comic boom of the 
early '90s, it looked like the shine of 
‘the Image “i” would never wear off...or 
could it? 

Has the new Image, with creators 
such as Brian Michael Bendis, Joe 
Madureira, J. Michael Straczynski, Kevin 
Smith and Michael Turner—and books 


like Powersand Rising Stars—hecome 
an even more powerful force in comics 
than it was nearly a decade ago? Can 
the Image of today claim to be a 
stronger, more successful company 
than even the founders could have pre- 
dicted it would he? 

We picked several categories— 
artists, writers, the “power player” 
factor and publishing diversity—and 
pitted th Images head to head to 
see which “i” shines brighter than 
Fathom’s Coppertone-covered body. 
Now you'll finally see who's really 


The Image founders didn't just start a company—they ignited an art revolution. 

The six original founders of Image sparked a comic book renaissance with their work on books such as X- 
Force and X-Men. But even among the six titans of art there was a stand out: McFarlane’s work on Amazing 
Spider-Man changed the character forever, and his first issue of Image’s Spawn cemented him as not just the top 
artist in the business but a true legend in the field. 


The six Image founders didn’t just change the way characters looked, they inspired clones of themselves to 
fill the gap they left at Marvel, Suddenly fans were deluged with ripoffs and copycats looking to make a mark on 
SPAWNING A NEW STYLE Todd comics by becoming the next McFarlane or Lee—but fans still begged 
McFarlane's expressive art style was the jeperoeiaate lS 
siyle to beat-or copy-in the early 90 


If the Image of the early '90s started an art revolution, then 
oR SoMeoue vHO DON'T BELIEVE 
IN RELIGION, 5 SURE GoT THROWN the Image of today still fights the war. 
WHO A OBLEAL MORTARS. In today’s market, Joe Madureira and Mike Turner 
both wield similar power and clout comparable to 
the original Image founders during the height of their 
popularity. Both creators can pretty much write their 
own ticket, whether they want to work ona 
Superman project or launch a new Image book. And 
just like the original Image founders, the new talent at 
Image—like Powers’ Michael Avon Oeming and Warlands’ 
Pat Lee—all decided to take their art styles to the next 
BOD coonintsonced work ce Tarers seen sed 
Kew WHAT LAVIN WAIT Mp 
FOR THEM. GUESS THEY'LL BE sophisticated renditions, the new Image has found its 
GETING HE MST RUS | own niche, a look so different from the original Image, 

i! an outsider might never recognize the connection. 


THE VERDICT 
While the young blood of new Image rocks 
comic racks every month, the group's stil 
just a pup nipping at the heels of its big 
dog predecessors, 
New talents such as Oeming, Pat Lee 


NOW THAT'D BE 
WOR SEEING. 


J Hof THERE 16 


ierere 6 and Red Star's Christian Gossett have gor- 
GASH OU geous styles all their own, but people know 

BLAKE DOESN'T the books first, the artists second. 

fain) Whereas Jim Lee and Liefeld sold books 

ep based on their rep as quality creators for 

/ : a new generation, the talent swarming 

ASA MAA Dea Me around Image now just doesn’t have that 
HAVE MY Soul.” SodHPED SMALE. 5. NEVER heat. But look out—the next Jim Lee and 
TOT otal ce Ie AOE. > Ss McFarlane are all working for Image right now, 
Banh TE oie eee { 4 and don't be surprised if another art revolu- 


‘YOUR TIME WiLL COME, DEVIL. 


tion springs from pens held by Turner, Pat 
Lee, Oeming or Sam & Twitch's Alex Malev. 


VER: IMAGE THEN 
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ee Marc Silvestri, Jim Lee, Whilce UNE Lasen's Sage ag =: AD | 
‘So many hijinks, comings and. Portacio and Erik Larsen break PURO” Daag Wt #41 shins. JANUARY Anthology series Darker: 


ULY tices Brigade # ships. Image 41 ships, issue #2 never 


ings and watershed moments away from the company to form 
fave h AUGUST Lee's WildCA.Ts #1, comes out. 
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have happened at the big ‘it. Image Comics. : 
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Image meant just that in the early 
90s—art came first, and the 
writing was second priority. 

In fact, from Youngblood to 
GyberForce to WiICATs, early 
Image books read fairly sopho- 
moric and propelled themselves 
by hyping the gorgeous art of 
the founders. Most storylines 
revolved around government- 
sponsored superheroes fighting 
evil geniuses bent on world 
domination. 


WELL, | HAVE 
THE POWER 
TO STATE THE 


RECOVERY. PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC MEMORY. 


MY BRAIN IS MY 


INCREDIBLE 
POWER. 


HEY, ‘RAIN-MAN’ 
MAN, COULD YOU Just 
WRITE THEM DOWN? 


LISTEN, PSYCHE, 
ENOUGH WITH THE 
SONG AND DANCE. 
CAN YOU TELL US. 
WHERE AND WHEN 
YOU SAW THESE 


Books like Spawn and 
Savage Dragon were the excep- 
tion to Image’s rule of style 
over substance, though. Spawn 


yes, 
SEPTEMBER NINTH, 
7998--AT THE CORNER 
OF THIRD AND RACH 
SEPTEMBER 19, 1994 
‘AT THE CORNER OF 


took readers on a dark fantasy 
ride, while Savage Dragon 
mixed humor with straight 
superhero storytelling to grow 
into a bona fide sleeper hit. 
ves, 

L KNOW HOW You 
FEEL. SOMETIMES 
| FORGET WHAT IT’S 


LIKE TO BE SNOTTY, 
Too, 


Today, might makes write 
at Image. 

Image’s current focus 
makes sure the writing of each 
book is held to the same tough 
standards as the art. While 
names such as Turner, Madureira and Aphrodite IX’s David Finch all still sell books based on pretty 
pictures, more and more frequently it's writers like J. Michael Straczynski of Rising Stars, Powers’ Bendis, 
Witchblade’s Paul Jenkins and Blunt man & Chronic’s Smith who are the stars of the Image family. 

Storylines such as Bendis’ "Udaku" in Sam & Twitch, which followed two detectives into a crime war, 
Straczynski's epic arcs in Rising Stars featuring 113 people born with superpowers and Jenkins’ powerful 
turnaround in Witchblade all caught the attention of readers with dark action/adventure and mystery 
stories that made the new Image home to today's best writers. Top Cow, Image Central or Todd 
McFarlane Productions—all the branches of Image have made a concerted effort to pull in the top writ- 
ers in the industry. 


THE VERDICT 


At today’s Image, the “i” doesn't just stand for the brand name—it stands for ink, as in from a writer’s pen. 

When it comes right down to it, there were no writers when Image was founded; instead fans got comics 
with great artists playing at being writers. Now though, the focus of Image isn’t on art or on writing—nope, 
today Image strives to produce the best written and drawn comics in the industry. And for the first time in Image’s 
history, fans say they're succeeding every month. 


PITTER PATTER Snappy dialogue by 
Brian Michael Bendis keeps Powers mov- 


ing at break 


: IMAGE NOW 
‘Nso this month, Rob AS SPs JULY WildStorm an- files a cease-and-desist oder. the Image Universe. and Busek clams he's never been 
Lefld lis his books ounces new Genk series. SULY Wetworks #1 finally ships. paid for early work on a Youngblood: 
will not ship late from ) AUGUST image dumps 1994 ‘SEPTEMBER Licfeld returns to Year One project. 
‘now onbut he's fibing. eae all of the non-founder JANU! Spawn officially comics, announcing a bold, new style OCTOBER Todd McFarlane 
MARY Listld says although M5 FS books except Pitt and The announced as the top-selling book and a refocus on shipping books on Productions releases its first toys, 
he owns the trademark to. “>S°137 Max, Image cites low sales, of 1993 time, He also announces Kurt Busiek 
the Image name, everyone he <3}! creator laziness and personal- FEBRUARY Liefeld announces an will sopta Youngblood: Year Onepre- QOS 
is equal and feel —_<P*SMZr ity issues forthe cutback eight-month sabbatical from comics. ject and Jim Shooter will take over MARCH Gen" #1 ships with 13 
ESN), ) DECEMBER Genkchanges MAY image bein to experiment witing duties on Youngblood te in variant caver, vrtualy destroying the 
ee ZIM 8 // its name to Gen" after Marvel - with crossovers and future timelines in ‘94, Shooter never writes Youngblood, variant cover trend. 


Imagine if today Kevin Smith, Mike Turner, Brian Michael Bendis, Alan Moore, 
George Pérez and Mark Millar started their own publishing studio, vowing to 
never work for Marvel or DC again. Crazy? That's exactly what the original 
Image founders did in 1992. 

The founders scored multimedia deals like the “Spawn” movie, the “Savage 
Dragon” and “WildC.A.T.s” cartoons and a “Witchblade” TV series. McFarlane 
even built a multi-million dollar toy empire. When it comes to power players, 
the Image founders played the Sopranos in comic and toy entertainment. 


Names like Smith and Turner make today’s fanboys giggle with anticipation. 
to develop a film based on his 1998 Torso series. Plans for 
‘Midnight Nation” and “Powers” movies all float through 
Hollywood, But Image's biggest gun, Kevin Smith, began his career making 
films like “Clerks” and “Chasing Amy” with witty comic book references 
before writing Marvel's Daredevil and DC's Green Arrow—and then turned his 
film “Clerks” into an Image comic. 


THE VERDICT 

With Smith leading the pack, don’t be surprised if new Image plans to eclipse the 
old in Hollywood—but that goal’s a ways off. Plans for “Fathom,” “Rising Stars” 
and “Powers” movies haven't developed nearly as fast as the original founders’ 
films did. Yeah, Smith is a huge name in comics and Hollywood—but compared 
to the founders, he's just one lone shark swimming with a team of great white. 


; IMAGE THEN 


gers to make anything happen-toys, 
even TV movies like “Witchblade” here. 


Superheroes, superheroes, superheroes—in Image’s early years 
superheroes weren’t just needed, they were demanded. 

And why shouldn't they've been? Men in tights like Spider-Man, 
Batman and Superman ruled the top 100 list. Books such as 
Youngblood and WildC.A.T.s consistently ranked in the top 10 every 
month. But while those titles were popular, each issue showcased 
cloned cookie-cutter characters in different books. 

With few exceptions, Image’s early work fell into a rut of the 
same stories and types of characters in every issue. Some fans lost 
interest altogether as the titles shipped later and later—but the 
rut Image ran into eventually saved the publisher by forcing the 
company to look elsewhere for ideas. 


Think you know Image? Think again! 
Superheroes? They got ‘em. Fantasy? They got it. Horror? They 
got it! If there's a market for it, it's a good bet Image publishes it. 


Today Image prides itself on providing a more diverse line than 
Marvel or DC. Books like Powers cover mystery and crime fiction, 
Battle Chasers covers fantasy and Savage Dragon grants readers the 
straight superhero stories they crave.. 


THE VERDICT 


Chances are if you didn’t read Image books in the "90s, you're read- 
ing them now—'cuz there's something for everyone. 

While the original Image founders all had similar styles, today’s 
Image “look” isn’t so easy to define—from Oeming’s animated style 
on Powers to Michael Turner's more realistic work on Fathom, Image 
boasts a diversity in artists as broad as any publisher in the business. 

In terms of writing, Image has never been as diverse as it is 
now, with Smith's comedy to Bendis’ crime noir-style to Straczynski’s 
epic storytelling. Today's Image has an army of diversity fighting for 
it and standing at attention are demons, magicians, cops, aliens, 
Russians and slackers. 


May "The Maxx" cartoon debutson 1996 being voted ou, Liefed "pls a AUGUST “Spawn” movie Humberto Ramos’ Grinson 
__ MIV iving image @ growing presence FEBRUARY .jim Lee and Rob Liefeld Nixon” and resigns opens and grosses $55 
- in multimedia ventures. ‘break ranks withthe other founders and NOVEMBER After Liefeld's © 1998 
| announce they'l return to Marvel to depart, ives and Top Cow JANUARY DC Comics ow 
ocTol Jeff Smith brings work on the “Heroes Reborn’ event. retum to Image. launches the Cliffhanger Warner a orders a "Witchblade 
| Gone to Image. Then on the 26th JULY Sitvestri and Top Cow leave imprint with Joe television pl 
| of the month, Sitvesti's Top Cow Image after Lefeld reportedly tries 2997 Madureira's Battle AUGUST Fathom #1 shins, 
ships Witchblade 41 and shoots to rai Sivests talent poo, including SANUARY The “Spawn” Chasers, J. Soott cementing Michael Turner 38a comic 
Top Cow into the mainstream as a yp-and-comer Mike Turner. cartoon debuts Campbelt’s book superstar, 


‘comic powerhouse, ‘SEPTEMBER Just hours before on HBO. 
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IT’S AMAD, 


From top to bottom, Image has changed over the years but the company today seems 
pretty dead even with Image Then, But Wizaro never liked the way our fat, big sis's breath 
smelled, so we hunkered down to spill a little more Image blood. 

In Image’s first year, the founding members could do no wrong. Every book they 
touched sold in the millions and Image took the industry by storm as a major player to chal- 
lenge the big two of DC and Marvel. 

Unfortunately, the luster of the image “i” eventually wore off as the company became 

a one-trick pony, producing 
only familiar superhero 
books, with title quality, reli 
ability and relationships 
between all the founders 


Joe Madureiraj jumps hack i into 
‘Battle Chasers, ‘gauntiets ablazi ic 


Hung for bate? Joe Madre chasing one 
your way, 

Aiter jumping ship from WildStom/OG earlier 
this year, the Battle Chasers creator has major plans 
in store forhis book, which will now be published by 
Image Comics. lsue #10 ships this September, 

“There's going to be some major changes over 
the next few issues,” reveals Madureira. “Old friends 
become enemies. Enemies 
RUM D AUER become ales, Characters | RED MONIKA >. 
i UR il die and others wil ve 
to produce hit books JWT TMT ast tM 
Pproueniune siglo ane Battle Chasers is the 
mid-'90s became a critical 
SEM iti, huge gauntlets of 
Image Comics—luckily the APTA nea 
publisher didn't go quietly father. According to 
to Mist good Dia Madureira, the book heats up as more and more 
secrets are revealed about Gully’s supporting cast of 
ESR REM characters including Red Monika, a sultry warior-for- 
RE hire: Calipretio, a gentle war golem; and Garrison, 
SMO EUSEMM the headstrong best friend of Guly's father 
low payandlackscficonttoy “Almost every character has a secret or hidden 
SPC ACCME acends,” explains the artist. “As we peel away the 
SUDA many layers of this story, | think people are going to 
CUES be shocked by its complesity.” 
tie fields best eng Dents Madlureira said the next few issues ofthe series, 
eRe will revolve around individual characters and how 
i RUCUMCa aa they fit into the ever-evolving puzzle of the Battle 
sonal and most prized work. [Asa 

iodayis Imazeiconics “The next few issues are going to revolve 
UST around Aramus-just how well did people really 


Ni AASUMLUER know him?” teases the creator, refering to Guly’s 
YOU OUGHTTA SEE THE OTHER GUY It was a ARICA father, “We'll look at Garrison, August and 


ee I tO the inking, coloring and 


story of Guly, a young in 


Image originally planned 


Calibretto, who begins to go through changes he 


and the ahercurent mage books took tis one home. (EDR ESRERRSCCHM doesn't understand, And of course, Guly’s quest 
comics the entire company 
can be proud of, as well as discovering talents such as Fathom’s Mike Turner, Joe’s Comics’ 
J. Michael Straczynski, Tone Rodriguez of Violent Messiahs and Spawn's Angel Medina. 
Image evolved and matured into the company the founding members dreamed of—a 
company with something for every fan and every creator. 


THE WINNER: IMAGE NOW 


to find her father continues.” 

With such lofty plans for the series, fans might 
think that was enough for Madureira but they'd be 
wrong. The comic star says his real goal is much 
more complex than even the most intricate of stories. 

“My personal goal is to provide the most pow- 
erful character-driven stories and breathtaking 
V action sequences of my career,” he concludes. 
winclows.) mi MIKECOTTON 


uff Writer M: tc Wizarp Staff don't sweep. They sleep. (And they 


WHAT THE HELL IS THIS? 


IT IULD BE YOUR KEY TO A COOL 
r h..yeah, cash) 


OVER $25,000 IN TOTAL CASH AND PRIZES 
ALL THE DETAILS AND THE RULES AND STUFF WILL BE IN UNIVERSE #1 
ON SALE IN AUGUST 
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What’s old is new again as reprir 
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collections cruise off the shelves as comics’ 
hottest trend. WIZARD points you 
to ones you need to put on your bookshelf. 


IFYOU'REIN THE HUNT ter che nowes 


hot trend in comics, don’t try to predict 
the future. Just look to the past. 

The commercial craze in question: 
reprint collections, in both trade paper- 
back or hardback editions. Seems any 
noteworthy multi-issue storyline ever 
printed in a comic book has or will soon be 
collected into a single volume...and the 
collective fandom badly wants it that way. 

New trade paperbacks fly off the 
shelves and publishers struggle to fill the 
demand. DC Comics reprints more mate- 
rial than any other publisher, simply 


because it sells like hotcakes; its Watchmen 
paperback alone has seen over 10 print- 
ings in 14 years. Even Marvel Comics has 
recently upped the ante, by quintupling its 
reprint collection output, further fueling 
this trend. Every publisher—from Dark 
Horse to CrossGen to Chaos!—has had 
success with reprint collections. Mega- 
bookstore chains like Barnes and Noble 
and Borders carry these editions, further 
proliferating comics into the mainstream. 

Just to give one an idea of how well 
reprint collections do, we've seen 30-year- 
old Nick Fury comics by Jim Steranko 
collected into one volume recently...and 


it went through a staggering three print- 
ings in less than six months. 

Older reprint collections like Marvel's 
hardcover Masterworks line and Eclipse’s 
‘Miracleman can fetch well over $100, over 
ten times the cover price! 

Having recognized this heat wave, 
we here at WizarD wanted to give you 
everything you need to know about 
reprint collections, from the best ones 
to read, to what one came first, to a 
price guide of all the books worth more 
than their cover price. 

So if you like reading books with a lit- 
tle spine. ..well, you came to the right place. 


CE) wizara #119 BY THE WIZARD STAFF) 


tl 
w ALONG PLANE RIDE: cart x carve) 


This nightmarish vision of a future Marvel Universe by Alex 
Ross and Jim Krueger takes place on a world where a 
reclusive Reed Richards is blamed for dooming everyone 
with superpowers, Now, he, Captain America, Tony Stark 
and a few other remaining heroes must band together to 
stop a 10-year-old megalomaniac with mind-control pow- 
ers from taking over the world. 


wo GIRLFRIEND: strangers in Paradise Vol. 2 
(Abstract Studio) 

Terry Moore's compeling tale of a street-tough woman's 
struggle to escape her sordid past of high-class prostitu- 
tion-and now she's gotta save her best friend from getting 
ragged into the deadly mess of murder and misery. (And 
hey, guys can dig this one, to!) 


ANACTION-MOVIE 
Home Frank (Marvel) 
Garth Ennis’ story returns Marvel's resent crook-kiler to 
New York ity, ready to take out a dysfunctional mob fam- 
ily, The results ultra-violence with a sense of humor. I ya 


‘wanna see the bloodiest Bronx Zoo moment this side of a 
Quentin Tarantino movie, ya gotta read this. 


vA BUDDING ARTIST/WRITER: understanding 
Comics (DC Comics) 

If you really wanna know what makes @ comic tck both 
visually and storywise, consider this must-reading, Lear 
why certain tricks work and why some don't. 


« AFRIEND WHO DOESNT READ COMICS: watchmen 
(0 Comics) 

‘Nan Moore and Dave Gibbons’ magnum opus has juiced 
non-readers before simply ‘cause it’s the best comic story 
of al time! Set in an alternate world where Nixon's stl 
President and the Cold War teters on nuclear armaged- 
don, superheroes have been banned by law. But when a 
hero's found murdered, hs former teammates investigate 
and discover the ultimate conspiracy that threatens the 
entire world, 


The Punisher: Welcome 


A SILVER AGE 
(Marvel) 
Collecting Jim Steranko's SH.LELLD. stores from Strange 
Tales, these comics had more art innovations than most 
comics in history, Silent sequences, interactive panel 
borders, quadruple splash pages. ..Steranko took what 
comic legend Jack Kirby taught him and took it to the 
next level 


ww AGOLDEN AGEFAN: superman archives Vol 1 oc 
Comics) 

This stuff stated it al. Reprinting Action Comics #1-46, 
this hardcover volume spotlights Jerry Siegel and 


FAN: wick Fury, Agent of SHIELD 


Chol 


. 
i 


Ll 


Joe Shuster’s Man of Steel's first adventures on 
slick archival paper! 


LA MANGA FAN: akira Vots, 1-8 (Dark Horse) 
Stina post-apocalyptic Toby, hs 2000-pageeic endures 
more camage than a Schwarzenegger fick When a secret 
government project to exploit superpowered children with 
‘vast powers goes awry, all hell breaks loose when terrorists 
and a biker gang mess things up even more. 


{FAN death: The High Cost of Living (OC 


Comics) 

Every 100 years, writer Neil Gaiman's Goth-garbed 

Death turns human for one day just in time to stop a 

teen from committing suicide, And by following her 

around forthe day, this teen learns more than he ever 
wanted about true death, 


The best trade paperback for... 


ww NFAN OF GLADIATOR’: 200 (oar Horse) 


Based on historical events, Frank Mill's epic story goes 
“widescreen” in a story about @ king in ancient Sparta 
wo can only coral 300 of hs soldiers to defend Greece 
from a gargantuan Persian invasion force. 


ASTIN WARS FAN: star wars: darth Mau! 


(Dark Horse) 

If you thought Darth Maul died too soon in “Star Wars: 
Episode |,” you're not alone, In this one, Darth Sidious sends 
Maul to assassinate the leader of a crime syndicate which 
will allow his plans from “Episode I” to happen. 


ADISNEY FAN: gone vot. 1 & 2 (Cartoon Books) 
Disney cult do this i-roain adventure story any bet 
ter. Meet the Bones, thee cartoony cousins who find 
themsehes caught up in ain deadly conspiracy in the forested 
Vol And to sunve they have to escape bid rat creatures, 
con townsfolk ut of ther money and stare down dragons 
MEL CAYLO 
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MARVELS Kurt Busiek fa Alex’ ass oy how the average 
Joe saw the first Marvel superheroes, through the eyes of 
Daily Bugle photographer Phil Sheldon, 

DAREDEVIL VISIONARIES: FRANK MILLER VOL. 2 Miller's 
‘amazing writer/artist run introduced Elektra, elevated 
Kingpin and Bullseye from has-beens to marquee villains 
and revived crime stories in mainstream comics, 

X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX SAGA X-Men legends Chris 
Claremont and John Byrne whip up the best X-Men 
story ever, with one of the most tragic endings in enter- 
tainment history, 

FANTASTIC FOUR: THE TRIAL OF GALACTUS Byrne 
goes solo to craft one helluva FF yarn. The galactic 
‘menace who eats planets lies near death at the feet of 
the FF. ..and they decide to save him. 

ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN: POWER AND RESPONSI- 
BILITY 21st-century Peter Parker acts just like a real 
high-school kid down the street. Be prepared, ‘cause this 
‘origin story will put you on an emotional roller coaster 
that you won't wanna get of. 


DC COMICS 

BATMAN: THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS In the future, 
a fitysomething Bruce Wayne comes outa retirement 
to confont a nightmarish Gotham City overun with 
street rime, When the government fees Batman's i 
ilantism has gone too far, they send one man to stop 
him: Superman The best Batman story ever-by mas- 
te slorytler Frank Miler, 


FRANK UMICBER 
Wi KLAUS SANSOM 
At LYNN VARLEY 


BATMAN: YEAR ONE Yet another Miler gem, this time 
withthe gritty reteling of Batman's earliest days when 
he was learning the ropes and befriending 
CCommissioner-make that Liewtenant-Gordon, 

KINGDOM COME Alex Ross paints a futur, dystopic DC 
universe where superheroes war with each other and 
Superman and Shazam throw dawn. 


IN GOOD COMPAN 


PREACHER: PROUD AMERICANS Collecting Garth Ennis 
and Steve Dillon’ hyper-violent “Crusaders” arc, where 
the megalomaniacal Herr Starr plats to overthrow his 
covert religious organization using series star Jesse 
Custer as his defacto messiah, 

SANDMAN VOL. 2: A DOLL'S HOUSE A dream vortex 
threatens Morpheus’ dream realm and he must destroy 
it One catch: The vortex isan innocent human gi. But 
who wil kil her fist-Morpheus or 200 attendees tothe 
serial kllers convention thatthe gis stumbled into? 


IMAGE COMICS 

TORSO Co-wrterfartst Bran Michael Bendis’ gruesome 
police drama based on the tru story of Eliot Ness trace 
ing America's very fst serial llr in 1990s Cleveland, 


briam michael bendis 
mare andreyke| 


THE SAVAGE DRAGON: A TALK WITH GOD Erik Larsen's 
best over-the-top acto, climaxing in fistght between 
God and the Devil himself. And God sez something he'l 
have to go to confession for 

RISING STARS VOL, 1 The first arc of J. Michael 
Stracaynsk’s sprawing epic of how 113 “Specials” born 
with superpowers change the world 

ASTRO CITY: CONFESSIONS A teen gets iad into the 
superhero world as a sidekick Mis fist task? Learn the 
truth about his Batman-esque mysterious mentor. 

POWERS: WHO KILLED RETRO GIRL? Packed wit extra 
sketches and notes, this str folows a cop who patrols a 
city full of superhenes.and Keeps afew secrets hse 


K HORSE 
IRS 


SIN CITY: THAT YELLOW BASTARD Frank Miller's black- 
‘and-white crime story starring the sadistic Marv is so 
gritty it leaves your Hands dirty, 

USAGI YOJIMBO: GRASSCUTTER It’s “Shogun” meets 
Indiana Jones as the samurai rabbit Usagi Yojimbo tries 
to stop two rival clans from taking the emperor's throne 


The best trade 
paperbacks by publisher 


in T6th-century Japan. 

SPYBOY James Bon Jr. goes manga-styl in his reat rp- 
‘em-up action comic packed with hurr and visual gags. 

LONE WOLF AND CUB Follow the all-out atventues of 
a father-son assassin team in 17th-century Japan, 

AGE OF REPTILES: TRIBAL WARFARE This totaly silent 
series stars dinosaurs trying to survive, Predators chas- 
ing the babies of other species, angry parents seeking 
revenge, hatchlings learning to endure their environ- 
‘ment. ..and not a word ballon in earshot. 


CROSSGEN 

SCION: CONFLICT OF CONSCIENCE Young Prince Ethan 
gets branded with the powerful Sigil mark-and acci- 
dentally sparks a war between rival empires 

MERIDIAN: FLYING SOLO A young ring-clss gi gets cast 
cut of her Kingdom and has to fight her way back in to 
defeat he ei, throne-usuping uncle, “Lon King” style. 

SIGIL: MARK OF POWER Coo! “Star Wars’-ype action 
featuring a sexy babe and a lovable rogue hero hiding 
a weapon of increible power. 

MYSTIC: RITE OF PASSAGE Catight! When one ster who's 
trained all her life to be a master-level mystic sees her 
power fiow to her younger, party sister, she's pissed, 


CHAOS! 

EVIL ERNIE: YOUTH GONE WILD The start of ital, this 
tells the story ofthe tortured origin of Chaos’! undead 
teenage psychopath, Evil Erie. 

LADY DEATH: THE RECKONING The histor of our leaing 
Lady Death shows the transformation from her asa young 
ai named Hope ito the Diva of Death-Lady Death 

LADY DEATH: BETWEEN HEAVEN AND HELL Provides the 
first appearances of Pugator and Lady Den, Lady Death 
leams the whole truth of her tortured past and she sur- 
renders tothe darkness and becomes the voracious Lady 
Demon, and concludes with Lady Death batting Lucifer 

PURGATORI: VAMPIRE'S MYTH Explores the dark ori- 
gin of Purgatori from Ancient Egypt to modern 
Alexandria, and includes the first appearance of Jade. 

CHASTITY: THEATRE OF PAIN Gives the history and or- 
ain of Chastity, from a punk rock kd to her becoming 
a vampire assassin, 


WHITEOUT Greg Rucka’s breakout comics work features 
Jaded American fawwoman Carrie Stetko hunting for a 
killer in the damn-near deserted Antarctic. 

WHITEQUT: MELT Rucka and artist Steve Lieber return 
for a political potboiler when a rebel Russian faction 
violates a treaty placing nuclear weapons in Antarctica, 
‘And only Carrie Stetko can take ‘em out. 

CLERKS Snootch! This TPB collects the three Clerks comics 
that rank as some of Kevin Smith's first comic work. 

THE COFFIN Phil Hester writes as good as he draws in this 
spook-fest about a deceased mad scientist whose soul 
inhabits a robotic body. i JUSTIN JONES 
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rEDEDY 


BUOK COP CA 


The best trade paperbacks you don’t own 


This story stars Katar Hol as an upper-crust mili- 
tary officer who gets embroiled in a planet-wide conspiracy. In turn, he succumbs to 
drug addiction and murder before redeeming himself and donning the mantle of the 
hero called Hawkman, 


Brilliantly painted by Jon Snyder Il, Dr Mid-Mtintro- 
duces Pieter Gros asthe new Midnight M.D. ina riveting crime noir tale that pits Mid-Nite 
against good old-fashioned gangsters trying to take over Portsmouth City. 


This tale fills in the gaps between what happened 
turing the “Golden” and “Siver" age of heroes, atime period marred by @ conspiracy to 
take over the U.S, bitter betrayals and lots and las of death-superhero death 


Creator Brian Wood serves up a visually stark 
and subversive look-thanks to hidden subliminal messages between panels-ata possible 
near-future, where informations more valuable tan gold andthe US. is governed by arght- 
wing Christian fundamentalist empire. 


lection of Planetary #146 is a great introduction to this series, the 
mind-warping tales peppered with tons o' mainstream pop cult. 
superpowered investigators attempt to uncover Earth's secre 

ier, America's 
of patriotism-includ- 
Cambodian village and 
cold, A great war story 


Fort 
been at war ever since World War Il, and what he's done 
ing forcing tran into civil war, ordering the massac 
‘machine-gunning a hospital full ofeviians—will make yo 
by Garth Ennis, 


st onto the mainstream 
hilarious autobiographical 
so-called Hollywood machine 
his comic work, Torso. 


Just before Brian Miche 
scene, he put out 
account of his expe 
While trying to ink a film 


vay to describe David Mack's 
reation: I's a ghost story, 

‘hero's journey, a soi 

fi thriller, @ family 
tragedy and a political 
potboiler. Circle of Bloods one 
of the most complex and poetic main- 
‘stream comic stories ever. 


Christopher Chance makes a living out of 
impersonating people targeted for assassi- 
nation. But a routine mission becomes 
anything but when a price is put on 
CChance's head, and on tp ofthat, Chance 
and his old pal Tom McFadden are having something of 

‘an identity crisis when they Keep pretending to be the 
ES people they're trying to protect. 


The sporadic 

publishing schedule has hindered this series somewhat, 
but it's some ofthe funniest, engrassing stores Alan Moore 
has ever written It’s ike your favorite cop shows on crack, 
with loads of coo little background extras added in that 
have you pouring over panels for hours. a ANDY SERWIN 


Trade paper- 
backs we'd 
like to see 


BOOK EM Hal 


X-MEN VISIONARIES: CLAREMONT ae Everyone agress the 3-sve rn 


of Chris Claremont and John Byrne's 
Men hold up as the greatest era of 
comics’ No, 1 franchise. These classic 
tales belong in book form! “Proteus 
Saga” both Aha Fight skirmishes, “Dark 
Phoenix’... all came from herel 


MIRACLEMAN ven, yea, tee t- 


ries exist in TPBs, but they're either 

impossible to find or aver $100. We 

wanna read a single volume of Alan 

Moores classic superhero tale staring a Shazam/Captain Marvel-type hero struggling to 
cope with his farmer sdekick's murderous insanity. One catch: The sidekik’s al grown 
up and just as powerful 


SPIER MAN sat ON ROMITA UR i Marve pubishing a TPB 


with his legendary dad's work, what better way 
to compliment it with one by the soon-to-be- 
legendary son? JR Jt’s drawn a ton o' great 
Spidey stores like'the classic Juggernaut 
sle, the original Hobgoblin mystery and the Black 
Cat romance. 


BYRNE'S SUPERMAN is stunning that 0c- 


king of TPBs-has not collected writer/artist 
Jon Byrne's Superman work outside of his Man 
of Steel mini-series, Great-readin’ stuf like 
Luthor always messing with Supes* head, his 
execution of the alternate-reality Kryptonian vil- 
lains and the introduction of the current Supergirl 


TRON MAN VISIONARIES: MICHELINIE & LAYTON novit wichtne and Bob 


Layton did more than just the first alcoholism story in /ran Man, This writer/inker 
duo crafted a monthly rush of high-octane action/adventure fr years, Tales like 
going toe-to-toe with the Hulk, battling BlacKlash while Stark International burns, 
and warily fighting alongside Or. Doom to escape medieval England, 


Gil. JOE NAKE-EVES The best of Marvel's 6.. Joe starred the silent ebon-clad sol- 
dier. We'd want ALL the good stuff: his tragic origin, the classic silent tale where he 
must free Scarlett from COBRA, to his tumultuous 

‘relationship with COBRA agent Storm Shadow. 


cc) Z HANTERNTTANS ARCHIVER 2+ 


g The first volume was nice, but this series 
= JS just gets beter as it goes along! We wanna 
get to when Dick Grayson retires as Robin, Or 

when Terra betrays the team to 
Deathistroke the Terminator 


ALAN MOORE'S DG WORK a cotec- 

=~ tion of Alan Moore's other work for DC 

would kick ike DC did with 

Neil 

Gaiman's 

Midnight 

Days TPB. This one would collect classics ike 

Supermé ‘Whatever Happened to the Man 

af Tomoraw?", a Supes/Swamp Thing tam 

up in OC Comics Presents, and Superman 

Annual #11 where Supes fights Mongul. 
EBRIAN CUNNINGHAM 


SUPERMAN 


G.L. JOE'S SNAKE EYES 
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BUY THE BOOKS 


Hottest trade paperbacks/hardcovers price guide 


All prices are for first printings unless 
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Trade paperbacks scheduled for 
release in July 


. Fantastic, 
: Fours 
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san Yashida om 
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IR ADE {| RY ‘Wizard’ uncovers the history 
of trade paperback collections 


omplie, introduced and anne, 


|__ JULES FEIFFER 


TRA SWAG 


Movie fans love the extra features on DVDs but even they can't 
some of the extras available in trade paperbacks. Here's 2 run Gowr 
best of the best TPB extras. 


JNK (Image) The Jinx TPB boasts @ page count to rival th 
God would be amazed by, including an introduction by David 
“Jinx” animated project, character designs and writer B 
philosophical on how he came up with the idea of a female 


BATMAN: THEDARK KNIGHT RETURNS SLIPCASE 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY EDITION coc) the utimate Frank mit 


Batman facing off against the U.S. government, the Joker and Superm: 
in the ultimate slipcase, Featuring Miller's original sketches, the orig! 
series (which was eventually edited out) as well as news clippings about 
all appear in this super-edition. 


RED STAR cimage) ed Star gets interactive with its first trade paperback. On 
certain pages, Internet Web addresses appear atthe bottom of each o 
fans log on and go to the page, theyll get a detailed description of wl 
pening in each panel as well as insight by creator Cristian Gossett on h 
page was produced, 


DAREDEVIL VISIONARIES: KEVIN SMITH ¢13 (MarvevGraphtti Designs) Besies 


collecting one of the most memorable Daredevil stories ever, this TPB also includes 
a CD-ROM, which fans can play on their computer to listen to writer Kevin Smith, per- 
ciler Joe Quesada and inker Jimmy Palmiotti talk about how the project came together. 
‘Also on the CD are individual pages in different stages of development, from script 
‘to pencils to inks to colors it’s all just a click away. 


BUFFY, THE VAMPIRE SLAYER SUPERNATURAL DEFENSE KIT top coarx 


Horse) Although this hardcover only reprints and extended version of issue #8 
of the Buffy comic, it has some of the coolest extras in TPB history including 
Buffy's trademark gold-colored cross, a traditional Claddagh ring, and a vial of “holy” 
water. mi MIKE COTTON 
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WIZARD ENTERTAINMENT COMIC DEBUT! 


BY CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 


The lethal assassin 
Elektra lets her 

{ swords do the 
4 talking in a first for 
‘Wizard’—a full- 

length comic debut 

of her new Marvel 

Knights title 


ialogue has long been Brian Michael Bendis’ bread and butter. 
BD Now, having feasted on the fine art of communication for years, having ridden 
comical banter and witty repartee to the pinnacle of comic success, the Ultimate 
Spider-Man scribe's decided to fast. 

In Elektra, the new Marvel Knights Ss 
series debuting in a full-length comic on the 
following 22 pages of this issue of WiZAR' S 
first in the magazine’s 10-year publishing history— 
Bendis deals with a nigh-unthinkable lead (for him)—a 
silent assassin. 

“With most of my characters, everyone's going, ‘Shut up.” 
With Elektra, it’s just the opposite,” the writer says. “Elektra 
is Clint Eastwood. She only talks if she has to.” ( 

Elektra is Marvel's preeminent kller-for-hire, a red-clad, sais- 2) 
wielding ninja warrior who's dated Daredevil, been killed by Bullseye 
and resurrected by a cabal of evil ninjas. 

And she’s done it all—well, most of it, anyway—with her mouth closed. 

“The whole thing about ninja training is to be invisible. They speak and 
act as gently as possible,” Bendis says. “They do nothing to bring attention to 
themselves, and they fall into the shadows whenever possible.” 

But as Elektra knows—and fans will find out—the shadows are a dangerous 
place. When the Elektra ongoing debuts in July—one month after WIZARD’s exclu- 
sive preview—the assassin finds herself entangled in a web of international espionage, 
caught in a situation where she can trust no one. 

“We're going to get into the fact she's a masterless samurai,” the writer says. 
“She's trained as both a samurai and a ninja, but she doesn't have anyone to follow.” 

Bendis and “King of the Hill” animator Chuck Austen will also use the series’ open- 
ing arc to explore Elektra’s fantastic (and fantastically violent) past. 

“She's been dead,” the scribe reminds. “And she kills people. Why does she do 
it? Where is she going with it? Does she care about the 
consequences or not?” 

‘As one might expect, though, Elektra’s 
not offering up any easy answers. 

“Ic be surprising for people to read 
a book where my lead character is so 
unloquacious,” he concludes, “But her first 
line is great.” 

Don't believe him? Turn the page and judge for yourself... (w)) 


Staff Writer Christopher Lawrence is so darned smart, he didn’t even have 
to look up “unloquacious.” But we bet you're lookin’ it up right now... 
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STAN LEE presents: ELEATRA 


BRIAN MICHAEL BENDIS 
eon re story 


NATHAN) EYRIN 


COONS, 


KELLY LAMY assistant editor STUART MOORE & NANCI DAKESIAN editors JOE QUESADA chief BILL JEMAS president 
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MY NAME 
15 ELEKTRA, 


# NATCHIOS. = 
5 You 
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I TELL e 
YOU THis BECAUSE 
IT YOU TO \Y 
KNOW THAT EVERY EVERY 
TIME TUSE THIS IME T SLICE 
Lacs FLESH WITH 


~ 


7 THERE 
WAS ABEALITIFUL ) 
A PRINCESS... 


"...and she loved her 
father very much. 
“And when he was taken 
from her -- leaving her 
alone in this world -- 
"-- her anger was great. 


"So she ran away. 


"The Princess abandoned 
her old life. Her old loves. 


“And she went out into the 
world and searched for 


meaning and purpose, For 
guidance. aaeaeing, 


"A cult of the Ninja. 
Shadow warriors. 
Assassins for 
a price. 

"They trained her 

guided her. 


"But their way was 
one of deceit and 
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“And even 

thatfinal i 
disappointment 
of a warrior’s 
death brought: 
her mo\peaces 


"Because the 
way of the 
Ninja is to know 
that life and 
death are 
nothing but 
energy pushed 
and pulled. 


“The Princess 
was brought 
back’ to life. 


“Brought back 
from “the Place. 
of No Name’... 


*... {0 finish a 


fight she did 
not start.” 
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TARAS AMEE 


ar, 
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CG) wizarazt19 


2 ONE WEEK AGO. 
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SERVANTE, JE VOLIDRAIS 
UN DR. PEPPER, SANS GLACE. 
ET UN AUTRE DE CE QUE LA & 
MADEMOISELLE ¥ A. 


WELL, T CERTAINLY HOPE YOU'RE NOT 

ONE OF THOSE WOMEN TH iy Gey 
GETS INSULTED WHEN A 
YOU HE FINDS YOU 

ATTRACTNE. 


THAT 
16 DEFINITELY A 
GIRL THING, 
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TUHAVE BEEN GIVEN <> 
THE ESTEEMED HONOR OF 
COMMISSIONING YOU FOR 

AN ASSIGNMENT. Ler Me" 


50 ARE 7 
LY YOU GONNA 
LET ME GET A WG 
A. WORD INZ 
; J 
Y 
\ 


YY. 
has 


ey 
a 
i 


WE 

HAVE MORE P.R. 
PEOPLE WORKING ON 
THIS THAN MICHAEL 
JACKSON AFTER A 
VISIT TO ‘ROMPER 
ROOM. 
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«AND HIS. 


4 AND HE 
1 DOING 50 WITH 
WHAT THEY LIKE 
TO CALL ‘A MIGHTY 
GRIP’, WHATEVER 
THAT MEANS. 


BUT HE ISA 
ILAR LEADER. HE'S Nog 


AND WHEN HE SPEAKS TO. 
THEM, HE 5 eyed at) USING 
LIKE =RICAN 


OBER AND "MPCRIAL IST 
THREAT TO OUR WAY, 
OF LIFE! 


ANI 
COURSE... HE IS 
(Genes pei THE 


FORCE WHO ARE bares 
ASSISTING A CONGLOMS 
ce ieee eae ay 


ITSELF HAS BECOME A. 
BIT PASSIVE. 


HICH 
IS SOMETHING, BY 
THE WAY, THEY MIGHT 
NOT BE ALL THAT 
FAR Cag, Ae MARK 


EITHER WAY, 
ae EAC 5 eas 


BEEVED, BY 
ts ert tat "ONT (°) 1 
MY EMPLOYERS, 
\NSFORM ITSELF THAT THE! 


wr. A aRue 


WE WOULD LIKE TO 
HIRE YOUR IMPRESSIVE. 
SERVICES TO INFILTRATE 
‘SADDAM ABED DASAM'S 
FORTIFIED COMPOLIND 
IN BAGHDAD. 


ITS 
GUARDED BY THE IRAQI 
NATIONAL GUARD, HIS. 
OWN PRIVATE SECURITY 
FORCES, AND HYDRA'S 
FINEST. 
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FIRST SERIOUS, 
BLOW AGAINST 
YDRA. 


= OR THAT 
HYDRA IS JUST PLAIN 
BAD AT THE JOB OF 
PROTECTING THEIR 
INVESTMENTS. 


EITHER WAY, 
BAD NEWS FOR 
HYDRA, GOOD NEWS 
FOR US, 


AND 
THEIR HOUSE OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
PANCAKES SHOULD 
FALL SHORTLY 
AFTER. 


WE NEED 
‘SOME OF THAT. WE NEED TO 
‘NINJA WHAMMA ‘SEND A SIMPLE, SILENT 
AMMA! MESSAGE... 


‘YOU CAN GET IN AND ..,AND A BLOODY 
b_( OT WITHOLIT ANYONE. 
SEVEN KNOWING. 


THE REST UPON 
COMMENCEMENT. 


NOT. 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN. 
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KIS 9 


MY GUESS IS. 
YOU CAN DO THIS Gi 
BLINDFOLDED. 


IF YOU CARE, 
THAT 1S. JUST THOUGHT 
I'D TOSS IT IN, FOR OLD 

TIMES’ SAKE. 


‘T THOLIGHT YOU. 
WERE SUPPOSED TO 
BE WATCHING. * 
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-Elektra,strikes in an "electrifying" lithogra j exclusively for Dynamic Forces Signed by writer extraordinaire 
Sa ea aicrniog tater at ori af 24 ince and is Bran Mis paaee 


by hot new paint 

__$39,99 MSRP 

emely limited re-marke y by painter Greg Horn. 
$89.99 MSRP C3 $69.99 MSRP (93917 


VCTNC LD ren ners escent 
An incredible beach scene on one side and 

a striking evening scene on the 

other. These lunchboxes 

normally retail for $19.99. 

Introductory Price 

$16.99 MSRP C93918 

Limited Edition of just 7,500 

tible Lunchboxes. 


DYNAMIC FORCES, Inc. 
155 Ninth Avenue, Suite E Runnemede, NJ 08078 
one 8 2-1 
E-mail: customers 


ip é 
outside the U.. ase check out website. 
4-6 weeks afte very from publisher. 


Dynamic Forces logo 


Marvel Gh: 


PILGRIM 


(en WizARD sat down to cast the “Just a Pilgrim” flick—based on the hit Black Bull 

WY sirsscns from the (sick and twisted) mind of Garth Ennis—we thought to 
ourselves, “Hell, why bust our own butts? Garth’ll do all the work for us!” One 

quick international phone call later, and that’s just what Ennis did. So sit back, relax and get 


ready to enter the post-apocalyptic world of cannibals, pirates and horribly mutated 
onsters—it’s “Just a Pilgrim”! Take it away, Garth! 


AUDITIONS 


OPEN 


CHRISTOPHER WALKEN as 


Creepy, soulless, dead-eyed 
f***—it has to be Christopher 
Walken (“Dead Zone,” “Deer 
Hunter”). He’ll be the first 
pirate with a scary Brooklyn 
accent, but what the hell! 


‘ou want someone who can do cold 
and grim, but look like they’re ready 
to go mental at any second. Robert 
DeNiro (“‘GoodFellas,” “Cape Fear”) 
can chew scenery with the best of ’em. 


Close/MGM_ 


a 


KIERAN CULKIN = 
Don’t know 

but Kieran 
“Cider House 
Mighty” an: 


JOAN ALLEN as i 

Tough, pretty, late 30s: oan Allen (“The 
Contender,” “Pleasantville”) is going 
from strength to strength. She’d give the 
thing a touch of class. 


RAY LIOTTA as 
U ET Big hero to frustrated freak in the 
N THE blink of an eye—Ray Liotta 
(“Hannibal,” “GoodFellas”) 
would walk this one. 


ANTHONY EDWARDS as : 
Good-hearted, amiable loser who Gas aamsed 
on all the time—Anthony Edwards from TV’s 
“ER” would be perfect. 
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LEAD | a G TH E re |he “A” in JLA doesn’t stand for America anymore— 
| ‘it stands for animated. At least it does for Cartoon 

G1 Network and animator Bruce Timm. Since his first 

6 LE A & U Fe 9 work on “Batman: The Animated Series,” producer/ writer 

Timm has gotten the same question from fans: “When will 


the JLA finally appear?” Timm put that question to bed with 
B ru Cc e Ti m m gets th e@ J LA the announcement that a “Justice League” cartoon will debut 

on the 24-hour ’toon network this November. 
up q nd ru n n ng on “This is a huge project,” exclaimed Timm from his 
Hollywood office on the Warner Bros. lot. “This is like 
Ca rto 0 n NI etwo rk doing ‘Batman,’ ‘Superman’ and ‘Batman Beyond’ all at 
the same time. We're putting so much into this show. It’s 

got to be perfect.” 

Featuring a team consisting of Superman, Batman, Won- 
der Woman, Green Lantern (the John Stewart version), Flash, 
Hawkgirl and the Martian Manhunter, the series will feature 
two 90-minute episodes and 10 60-minute episodes. 

“Every episode will be a two-parter or 
three-parter,” revealed Timm. “The scope of 
the show is so big and 
there are really 

seven lead charac- 
ters and we just 
needed more elbow 
room for them to be there.” 
Timm also stated that villains 
are a big concern for him 
because unlike the ani- 
mated Batman and Superman adven- 
tures which feature mostly thugs with 
guns, those kinds of threats won't be much 
of a match for seven superpowered heroes. 
According to insiders at Warner Bros., there 
are already plans to feature The Key, Dr. Des- 
tiny, Felix Faust and Gorilla Grodd as villains 
on the show. 

“Hey, you've got these guys who are 
practically gods. You've got to give them an 
adventure worthy of them,” beamed Timm. 

While Timm promises huge adven- 
tures for the animated JLA, don’t expect 
many of those stories to be based on tales 
from the JLA comic book. Timm revealed 
that his team of writers and producers 
dug through hundreds of issues of JLA 
comics by different writers as research 

for the show, but few fit the bill to base an 
animated show on. 

“You'll see one episode that’s loosely 
based ona story we read,” shared Timm. 


TIGHT SQUEEZE “Justice League” Producer Bruce 
Timm says the JLA won't be fighting run-of-the-mill 


TUE Act ERY, 


A 


TO 


SOON 


COMING 


villains on their upcoming animated TV show. 


While we can’t help but be psyched by what Bruce Timm and Co. 

have in store for the Cartoon Network’s “Justice League” animated 
series, we're hoping there're some former animated Leaguers that 
Stay far, far away. Here’s a list of the Top 10 Leaguers We Least 
Wanna See and what they're up to these days: 


"LES! | 


MEMBERS 


10) G The space monkey passed on a few years back, his 
remains were clandestinely sold to Alpo, and he was eaten by a pack 
of Alaskan Huskies in 1983 as part of a can of “Beef Bits-n-Gravy.” 


) CASEY K. 1 Kasem got out of the animated voice-over biz 
after meeting his hot, blonde wife Jean (remember her as the 
wife of Nick Tortelli on “Cheers”?). Man, she was a hottie! Kasem 
must be doin’ something right. 


WORST 


LEAGUE'S 


8) APACHE CHIEF After working the high steel for a while, the 
Chief cleaned up his act and became a blackjack dealer at 
Foxwoods Resort and Casino in Connecticut. 


THE 


She once took the form of a collie in heat and hooked 


le 


..and the pair are currently rearing their 
ninth iter of nian renga 


5)§ ] He quit the superhero biz back in 1987, attended 
the ciate ea in France and today he’s the best damn 
sushi chef in Helena, Montana! Look for his appearance on “Iron 
Chef” later this year. 


“But we really want to create our own stories. The oldes 
stories make the characters almost interchangeable and the 
most recent Grant Morrison stuff was just way too dark and 
complicated.” 

What Timm did use from the Morrison run on JLA was the 
“dysfunctional family” atmosphere present in the book 
According to Timm, the team members react to each other in 
very different ways, with Batman and Superman antagonizing 
each other much less than they did in the Superman and 
Batman animated series. Conversely, Batman’s relationship 
with Wally West's Flash persona tends to be much more 
antagonistic than it’s ever been in the comics. i 

“Batman and Flash’s relationship is much more like Batman : 
and Guy Gardner's relationship in the Keith Giffen. Kevin Maguire : 
and J.M. DeMatteis days of Justice League,” Timm said. 
kind of cocky and rude and Batman...well, he’s Batman.” 

The show won't be filled with guest stars, Timm wer 
to say. One storyarc will feature Aquaman, a second focuses 
on the Justice Society of America and another involves the 
Green Lantern Corps, but that’s all of the guest spots planned : 
for the show’s first season. Insiders say that while Green = 
Lanterns Hal Jordan and Kyle Rayner will not appear, other : 
GLs such as Kilowog will show up. Also, expect to see the : 
Guardians and the Manhunters in that same episode. 

“The Aquaman episodes will be pretty intense,” said one 
insider. “‘He’s much more ofa badass. He’s a lot like Marvel's 
Namor in that way but even more so. ” { 

While wanting to keep a lid on what fans can expect 
from the show, Timm was more than happy to boast about 
the excitement of making a show based on the world’s 
greatest superteam. 

“This is the kind of project I dreamed of making,” 
exclaimed Timm. “This is the JuA—can you even believe this 
is really going to happen?” Mi MIKE COTTON 


IDY Never really cut out for superheroing, Wendy tried her 
hand as a trucker, the postal service and porn before finally set- 
tling on the restaurant business. Her latest venture? A Hooters on 
Paradise Island. 


N After several failed attempts at being a superhero, Zan began 
a lucrative career renting himself out to high-class functions as ice 
sculptures. And he’s never had a shrimp cocktail go bad yet! 


i Black Vulcan was revealed to be former Black 
Panther member Malik El-Shabazz, a wanted revolutionary. He fled 
to the LA. underground and his present whereabouts are unknown. 


Marvin is currently serving time in Blackgate Peniten- 
tiary for passing bad checks and mail fraud. His pretty-boy good 
looks are traded nightly for packs of smokes, and rumor has it Solomon 
Grundy’s a very regular customer. 


SPIDER-MAN 
MOVIE 
WATCH 


NY 


>» 

Director Sam Raimi 
ei Wonder Woman writer-penciler Phil Jimenez as a hand 
double for Peter Parker (Tobey Maguire, above) during a scene 
where young Peter designs his first Spider-Man costume. 


GUY Academy-Award nominee 
Willem Dafoe landed the role of Norman Osborn, a.k.a. 
the Green Goblin, after his “Shadow of the Vampire” 
co-star John Malkovich passed on the part. 


N Although he lost out on the Spider-Man 
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“ bs 
[ DY IN RED After beating out young, hot star- 
lets like Alicia Witt, Kate Hudson, Julia Stiles and Tara 
aa 7 RN Reid, Kirsten Dunst (above) snagged the role of Peter 
= Parker's love interest, Mary Jane Watson. 


liff Robertson and Rosemary Harris | i 
play Peter Parker's ill-fated Uncle Ben and Aunt May, 

respectively. “Peter and Ben are very close in the film,” 

said Robertson. “The relationship between them is very 

strong-it's one of the main reasons | took this role.” 


role, FAMILY MATTERS Besides loads of action and adventure, the “Spider-Man” film is also a story 
James Franco impressed director Sam Raimi enough to win the about family. The orphaned Peter Parker is raised by his loving and affectionate Aunt May (eft) while 
part of Harry Osborn, the disturbed son of Norman Osborn. Franco James Franco’s Harry Osborn (center) is neglected by his rich and powerful father Norman Osborn, 
says there's even a chance he may play Hobgoblin in a sequel! played by Willem Dafoe (right). “I'm searching for love from him that he will not give,” said Franco, 


‘Al photos: Zade Rosenthal © Columbia Pictures 


SIMIAN INSANITY 


Fox kicks off ‘Apes’ mania; may run 
with ‘Star Wars: Episode Ir trailer’ 


q Iv fonkey madness 
@&V @has already taken 
America by storm. 

As 20th Century Fox 
ramps up for “Planet of 
the Apes,” Director Tim 
Burton’s “re-imagining” 
of the Apes mythology 
slated for a July 27 debut 
in theaters everywhere, 
fans are clamoring for 
everything monkey. The 
downloadable “PotA” 
trailer has seen massive 
action on Fox's Website, 
and the rumor wagon is already full to bursting. 

There are unconfirmed reports that secret, last-minute 
location shoots took place in both New York and Cleveland. 
Despite heavy security, rumors abound that a British publi- 


TIM ROTH AS THADE 


cation stumbled across the movie's still-secret ending. And : 
bonus time! There is widespread speculation that “Planet of : 


the Apes” will even lead off with the first preview trailer of 
another much-anticipated flick, “Star Wars: Episode II.” 

All of this has moviegoers jazzed to plunk down their 
$8.50—even if they’re in competition with the Apes. “Talk 
about an old franchise, very beloved,” said Kevin Smith, 
whose “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back” also hits this sum- 
mer. “And it’s got monkeys, man! Monkeys on horseback! 
Tim Burton directed it! There’s a cool cache to that alone. 
This movie is a no-brainer.” 


The legend of the 1968 original is tough to live up to, : 
but Executive Producer Ralph Winter is ready. “The first : 
movie was extraordinary. Just extraordinary,” he said. “But : 


we feel pretty confident with what ours is.” 


Winter gives lead actor Mark Wahlberg (as Capt. Leo 
Davidson) much of the credit. “He’s wonderful,” Winter 
said. “He’s thrown into this world not knowing where he H 
is, and he’s trying to find a way out. But he’s notacynicthe : 


way the [original] Charlton Heston character was. It's a dif- 
ferent story entirely.” Ml JIM McLAUCHLIN 


SIMIAN STAMPEDE The real secret ending to 
“PotA”? The horses are in charge of everything! 
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TRAILERS... 


CAMERA... ACTION? 


LIGHTS, 


The “Mutant X” cast is shaping up faster than 

Quicksilver sprinting the 100-meter dash. Producers have tapped four 
Canadian actors to fill the majority of the major roles. They are: 

“e VICTORIA (“Cleopatra 2525”) plays Shalimar Fox, a.k.a. 

ShadowFox, a mutant with animal-like abilities; 

VICTOR WEBSTER (“Days of Our Lives”) takes on the role of Bren- 

nan n Mulwray (Fuse), the electricity-wielding member; 
ES MARCH (“All My Children”) portrays Jesse Kilmartin 
ncn who can split his body into three separate personas, each 
possessing different abilities based on his personality; 
J TH nabs the role of the telepathic member of the 

team, Emma Desalvo (Rapport). 
Producers are still looking to fill the lead role of Mutant X team leader Adam 
Xero and the main villain of the show, Albion Magnus, head of the Genetic 
Security Agency, the organization responsible for creating—then losing— 
the members of Mutant X. 


The WB recently announced its fall 
lineup, and the network has slotted “Smallville,” the teen-centric prime- 
time drama about Superman’s adventures as a teenager, to run at 9 p.m. 
on Tuesdays as a follow-up to “Gilmore Girls.” The move was made pos- 
sible when UPN wrested “Buffy” to its network. The WB then moved 
“Buffy” spinoff “Angel” to Monday nights at 9 p.m. to make 
way for the new 1-2 Tuesday punch. “Smallville” stars 
Tom Welling as Clark Kent, Michael Rosenbaum as 
Lex Luthor and Kristen Kreuk (“Edgemont”) as 
Lana Lang. 


Remember all the talk 
about a possible “Simpsons” animated fea- 
ture film? Well, things could be moving 
in the right direction. The cast 
of the hit Fox TV show-Dan 
Castellaneta (Homer), Hank 
Azaria (Apu, Moe, Chief Wiggum. 

Comic Book Guy), Harry Shearer 

(Mr. Burns, Smithers, Ned Flanders), Yeardley Smith 
(Lisa), Julie Kavner (Marge) and Nancy Cartwright 
(Bart)-recently received new contracts which not 
only bumped up their pay but also included 
a clause with options on two fea- 
ture films! 


Beyond” is already cleanin’ up in the 
summer awards season! The Kids WB! show won 
the 2000-2001 Daytime Emmy award for Outstanding Spe- 

cial Class Animated Program and the award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Music Direction and Composition. 

ST E Dwayne Johnson, better known as the WWF 
een The Rock (“The Mummy Returns”), is reportedly being wooed 
by Dimension Films to star in the feature film version of the hit 3D Realms 
video game property Duke Nukem. Speaking of the Rock and his role in 
“The Mummy” prequel “The Scorpion King,” he'll be joined on that pro- 
duction by Kelly Hu (“Martial Law”), Ralf Moeller (“Gladiator”), Peter 
Facinelli (“The Big Kahuna”) and Grant Heslov (“True Lies”). 
IETHE Wizarp STAFF 
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COOL COM 


Website sheds some light on nev 


lack Bull Comics’ newest series may be tit 
B Shadow Reavers, but the last thing its creat 
team wants to do is keep readers in the dark 

To create some buzz around their series debutin 
August, co-creators Pat McCallum (Wizarp’s editor. 
chief) and Mike Searle (editor of sister magazine, INO 
along with Internet guru and pal Rus Wooton, laun 
www.ShadowReavers.com in June. 

“The site is built to just make fans go, ‘Whoa! Cool 
expressed McCallum. “Mike and I wanted a place 
didn’t just say, ‘Go buy this comic.’ We wanted a s: 
enhanced the comic—we wanted that added value 

Shadow Reavers is the tale of a present-day ea: 
about to find itself in the midst of an apocalypse 
a question of if the world will end—it’s how 
McCallum. “The villains of the serie 
Warlocks, have been manipulating ev: 
world will end in favor of a new world t 
their idea of beauty.” 

Unfortunately, the Warlocks’ idea of “t 
is a planet filled with hate, bile 
pant bloodshed. Leading 
to make sure hu 


on earth are J 

Claire Vala, two s 
# a mysterious past 
two are a pa 


“soldiers” who h 
give up their h 


' Black 


VIGUN 


USTING OUT OF THE SHADOWS 


Bull book, ‘Shadow Reavers’ 


: they are the Shadow Reavers. 


With an ever-more competitive market for fan sup- 
port, which is often dominated by video games, movies 
and television, McCallum and Searle decided the Internet 
offered a perfect opportunity to connect with their fans. 
Using the Website, they plan to offer such extras as char- 
acter bios; unused covers and images by series artists 
Nelson, Doug Wheatley and Greg Luzniak; and message 
boards that the writing team will frequent. 

“We'll constantly be on the message boards with fans, 
finding out what they liked and what they didn’t about 
the comic and the Website,” noted McCallum, who adds 


: they'll try and make changes accordingly to keep up with 
: the feedback. 


“The idea is to get the readers involved as much as 
possible,” expressed Searle. “For example, almost every 
page on the site will have some kind of puzzle. If you 
solve the puzzle, you'll get an Easter egg—an unused 


: piece of art or extra information on a character’s history.” 


In fact, creating the Website has also expanded the 
scope of the Shadow Reavers project. “In a series like 
this, we won’t have time to focus on every character as 
much as we'd like,” said Searle. “But with the Website, 
there’s as much room as we want.” 

Both avid gamers, McCallum and Searle also set 
up gaming stats on the site for all the characters 
so they can be incorporated into roleplaying adventures 
such as Dungeons & Dragons and World of Darkness. 

“Basically, we just want this to be a fun, cool site to 
visit,” concluded McCallum. “This is the kind of stuff I 


: would have loved to get when I was a kid reading The 
: Avengers. As long as this is a fun place to go, we’ve done 


our jobs.” Mi MIKE COTTON 


Enter a world of no tomorrows. 


One of darkness and magic, where 
the question isn't ifthe world will end. 


Ws how. 


HELL RAISERS At left, two of the villainous Warlocks, Seize (left) and Wail, from Black 
Bull's newest title, Shadow Reavers. Above, the home page to the Reavers Website, 


TO THE RESCUE! 
Stan Lee’s site gets new life 


tan Lee can breathe just a little bit easier. 
The Marvel legend’s animated entertainment 
Website, Stan Lee Media (www.stanlee.net), run- : 
ning on fumes since it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy : 
in February, recently received a financial shot in the : A z F : 
arm when a company called Interfase Capital chipped H comics, animation, music, } 
in a substantial amount of money to help save the strug- : movies, graffiti, politics, 


gling start-up. me religion and more. It’s 


“The Forum section of my F 
site (www.40ozcomies.com) 
always has interesting dis- 
Cussions going on regarding 


SITES 


FAVORITE 


The Texas-based venture capital firm operates several if definitely not your typical 
funds, including one that invests in troubled dot-com : - 10 
companies. However, the : iam comics mesa board! On 
money it used to assist Stan : J Www.publicenemy.com, | 
Lee Media came froma : fi always read Chuck D’s lat- 
ee gency Wee CR est messages in the Terrordome section. It’s very 


ironically, was also used ee . 
tothe pat Spinks political, conscious stuff. At www.markbode.com, | 


(www.wildbrain.com/), a always get inspired looking at the imaginative, funky 

company with a similar work of Vaughn and Mark Bode. And Oni is family, 

Business tb SUM. : [iso | always check out their message boards and 
As of press time, no: i Exclusives section (www.onipress.com)” 

word yet from the Stan : on 7 s 

Lee camp on when they | —JIi MAHFOOD, artist on Grrl Scouts, Clerks 


: | plan to relaunch the site. i and an upcoming issue of Ultimate Team-up 
STAN LEE s} mi JOHN B. LACEY : 


| DATEBOOK 


SUN MON 
J U LY 1 BIRTHDAY FS q HOLIDAY > 
Yancy Butler TELS Independence” 
BIRTHDAY Liv (“Witchblade”) turns | \ ‘Smith (Lisa on “The Day! Celebrate America’s 
Tyler (“Lord of 31 today. www.geoci A} Simpsons”) is 37. | 225th birthday! 
the Rings”) is 24 ties/Hollywood! | www.snpp.com/ 
today! Those lips! Boulevard/8132/ 
www liv-tyler.org 


THURS © 


8) THIS MONTH Herobear — 
Z A S25 and the Kid #4 (Astonish 
‘ |) The Creech: Out for i | | Camics) Tyler discovers some new 
(00), Stan Lee! ) : (x (Archie Comics). Sonic — \ \ | secrets about Herobear. / : 

wwwealon.com! fl 8 ti New minr-series fon : / and Princess Sally Ne www.theastonishfactory.com 

people/be! Greg Capullo. * fe) | reunite. : : 
ie 1999/08/17/lee/index.html | www.thecreech.com | wwwarchiecomics.com 

MON TUE 

My THIS MONTH Nocturnals: JPY 
The Dark Forever #1 (Oni boll WEEK 

Press). Fully painted mini-series from | Daredevil#20 (Marvel). | The Agency #1 

Dan Brereton. www.onipress.com New story by Bob Gale! ma | Within” opens! A comu- (Image). Covert ops. 
} wowmanwithout = copia of CGI goodness. www.image 
} fear.com/daredevil. www. final ? } comics.com 

fantasy.com/ { 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS gum 


MON 
sage te 
|) Slayer: Oz4#1 (Dark 
“| Horse), Oz journeys to 
] Tibet. wwwangelic 
} slayer.com 
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www. wohrasislsareray com 

The most unbelievably bad, 
unintentionally funny, failed 
Ea gimmicks in pro wrestling. Behold: 
ma The Shockmaster! 


oa games.sohu.com/fightgame/ 
fight3.swf 


This site answers the question: 
What would Jet Li look like if he’s 
a stick figure? 


thewb.com/fallseason2001/ 
smallville/ 

Take a sneak peek at the WB’s 
new Superman series for the fall, 
“Smallville,” starring Tom Welling 
and Kristin Kreuk (if you ever 
watched Fox Family’s “Edgemont,” 
you know who she is). 


ST AND 


COOLE 


THE 


= p Y 7 
= JUYLZ § Elektra #1 18 Jurassic Park (iis i z International in San Diego 


Iii claws into theaters! 
wwwjurassicpark.com fy 


(Marvel). The enigmatic assassin 
returns and is courted by S.H.L.E.LD. 
for a mission. 
www.geocities.com/Hollywood/2855 
Jelektra.html 


SAT 


OUR CAL 


cuts short Diana Ross 
concert in Central 
Park. Guess she didn’t 


www.stormxpress.com J€olger/ 
THURS 


out the Joseph Michael Linsner sketch- 
book and find out what went on behind 


to reveal Wolverine’s origin. 


MON 


“Great. More traffic,” moan the 


f:{ 9 wizard #119 


21 1983 Storm : 22 1955 Wilem OD char 4 Gaiows 


Dafoe (plays da foe in 
“Spider-Man”) cele- 

Wa) brates his 46th! 
like the music... 1) adefwebserver.com/ a lutely.net/ 


AY Wizaro #120 in 
comic shops today! Check 26 \ 
Birds of Prey #33 (DC). 
Black Canary and 
the scenes at Marvel when it came time } Oracle tangle with Ra's 
Al Ghul, Bet he’s happy. 
www.wizardworld.com WWW.canarynoir.com ; 


authorized by Congress. 30 Amold 


Schwarzenegger 
Starjammers. (“Terminator”) turns 54, 
mars.jpl.nasa.gov! “Ahl be bok-for more 
cake.” www.schwarzenegger.com/ 


MMMM... 
WOLVERINE - 
LOVE POWDERED } see 
DONUTS! : 


www.boblayton.com 

The acclaimed artist/writer/editor 
has launched his own Website fea- 
turing original art, interviews and 
other neat stuff. 


www.MoviePoopShoot.com/ 

To help promote his upcoming 
flick, “Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back” (opens August 24), Kevin 
Smith has set up his own aint- 
it-cool-news-type site. Harry 
Knowles, watch yer back! 


www.livia.per.sg/pxwolvie.html 
See one fan’s obsession with 
this Australian actor and his por- 
trayal of Wolverine in 
“X-Men.” Is this healthy? 


Comic-Con 


Top Ten #12 (DC). 
} Series finale! 
www.geocities.com/ 
CapitolHill/Lobby! 

} 1147/am_alanmoore.html 


kicks off! www.comicon.com/ 


Carpenter (“Angel”) Spider-Man and the Punisher (Marvel). 
tums 31. What an 


angel. www.abso 


The young web-slinger crosses paths 


| 
ye } with the angry vigilante. 


| www.geocities.com/Hollywood/ 
i Lot/4925/index.htm 


SAT 


carpenter! 


Tim Burton's 
“Planet of the Apes” 
opens today! Bring 
} bananas, www.planetoftheapes.com/ | 


Startling Stories: 

| Banner #1 (Marvel). 
} Azzarello on the Hulk! ee 
} www.hulk-emm.com/ [Beg a 


Snipes celebrates his 

39th as post-production 
} on “Blade 2” rolls along! 
| www.lycos.com/blade/ 


THE SPIRITS WITHIN 


See the movie in theaters everywhere July 11 


The fantasy becomes reality...... 


COLLECTIBLE CD CARDZ of Final Fantasy movie characters, featuring the motion 
picture trailer, film footage, character statistics, soundtrack sampler, screensaver and more. 
Check out the website for more information...... 


www.serioususa.com 
www.finalfantasy.com 


+o ER ©2001 Manufactured under license by Serious USA, | COLUMBIA i 
janufactured under license by Serious , Inc. 
©2001 Final Fantasy Film Partners. All rights reserved. E l C T U R E 5 


WWW.FINALFANTASY.COM ©2001 COLUMBIA PICTURES INDUSTRIES, INC. 
ALL 


(©2001 FFFP, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, SQUARE PICTURES, INC. RIGHTS RESERVED. 


hether it’s Streaky the Super-Cat’s Scratching Post, Krypto’s Pooper- 5 

Scooper or Lockheed’s Kitten-Flavored Dragon Chow, we’re all : 
suckers for comic-related merchandise. Each month, W1zaRD strives to 
show you the latest and super-coolest in comic book statues, posters, 
pins, magnets, shirts and other goodies. In short, if it’s cool and it’s stuff, 
you’ll see it here. But you can only buy it at your local comic store. 


DANIEL 6 3/4” tall; in 
stores November 21 


FIGURE FEVER 


DC Direct explodes with a ton of new action 
figures in the coming months, and they're sure 
to make any DC fan giddy with excitement. 
Check out the awesome and diverse list of 
figures hitting stores soon. And remember, all 
prices will be determined by retailers. 


DESIRE 6” tall; in 
stores November 21 


SILVER AGE SUPERMAN 
AND LOIS LANE SET 
In stores November 7 


GORILLA GRODD DELUXE FIGURE 
6 1/2” tall; in stores October 3 
Pr 
a 
ST 
> DELIRIUM 5 1/2” tall; 
4 in stores November 21 


LOBO DELUXE FIGURE 
* 7" tall; in stores October 17 


ECLIPSO ACTION FIGURE 
6 1/4” tall; in stores October 3 


t:$: wizard #119 


HOT 


a VIVRE LES 
STAR WARS! 


Star Wars fans are everywhere, even in France! The French company 
Attakus Collection, which has produced highly collectible statues 
inspired by movies like “The Fifth Element,” has now set its sights on 
the Star Wars franchise. Each limited statue is fully painted and comes 
in a collector’s box with a certificate of authenticity. Characters 
available include: Yoda ($140), Han Solo in Carbonite ($235), R2-D2 
($215), Boba Fett ($275), Darth Maul ($270) and Princess Leia in her 
slave outfit ($270)! Only 300 of each piece will be available in the 
United States, making these puppies one hot collectible. Act quickly, 
or you'll be left a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away! 
fs is 

Fa dy 


a8 ; it N 4 
ONE LETHAL 
LITHOGRAPH 
Master Assassin Elektra takes no 
mercy in this fully painted lithograph 
by Greg Horn coming in July. With 
her sais ready, Elektra descends 
from the roof of a building with the 
piercing sun behind her accenting 
her finest assets. This exclusive 
limited litho from Dynamic Forces 
and Marvel Comics retails for $24.99. 
For $39.99, the litho is available with 
Horn’s signature, and for $89.99, an 
extremely limited re-marked edition 
is also available. 


— 


THE GUNSMITH 
CAT’S OUTTA 
THE BAG 


Rally and Minnie May are on the 
prowl! Dark Horse unveils Kenichi 
Sonoda’s Gunsmith Cats 8-inch 
cold-cast resin statue featuring 
the two bounty hunters ona 
strip of asphalt ready to bust 
some baddies. Sculpted by Sam 
Greenwell of Acornboy Studios and 
sporting a paint job by Tsuyoshi 
Maeda of Kotobukiya Co. in Japan, 
the statue retails for $150. Look for it 
in stores on August 29. 
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THE 
AVIATOR 
TAKES 
FLIGHT! 


When folks like Alex Ross, 
Clayburn Moore and Randy 
Bowen rave about you, 
you've gotta be doin’ 
something right! The Shiflett 
Brothers—Jarrod and 
Brandon—present their first 
original design in the form of 
Chloe Aviator. 

With exquisite casting 
from Earthbound Studios and 
an awesome paint job by 
Anthony Mestas, Chloe is the 
first of many fantasy 
characters coming soon, 
including a dragon named 
Talula and a series of trader 
giants. For more info, 
including pricing, release 
dates and ordering info, 
check out the brothers’ 
Website: 
www-.shiflettbrothers.com 


e ‘FROM. CROSSGENERATION v 


‘COMICS. FIND'OUT. HOW, * 


* INSIDE CROSSGEN MAGAZINE 


ON SALE = : 
AUGUST 29, 200 


* * a * a 


See re oot Nee 
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. WARY OF THE 


GUNWITCH 


The undead avenger Gunwitch 
comes to life straight from the 
pages of Dan Brereton’s 
Nocturnals in this 6-inch bust 
available in September 
from Dynamic Forces. 
Complete with his pistols 
poised for action and 
resting on its own 
base, the mini-bust 
was sculpted by 
Beverly Gillroy, 
based on designs 
by Brereton him- 
self, and is priced at 

$39.99. 


Yo! Are you a company who sells stuff cool 
@ enough to make the grade here? Let us 
be the judges of that. Send any info and/or samples to: 
Stuff for “Stuff” 

¢/o Wizard Entertainment 
151 Wells Avenue 
Congers, NY 10920-2064 


CROSSGEN 


oo “Ce Smt 


COLLECTIBLE CD CARDZ of Planet of the Apes movie characters, 
featuring character statistics, sound track sampler, screensaver and more. 
Check out the website for more information...... 


www.serioususa.com 
www.planetoftheapes.com 


©2001 Manufactured under license by Serious USA, Inc. 
PLANET OF THE APES TM & ©2001 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 
All rights reserved, 
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‘SHADOW from SONIC ADVENTURE 2 


uj alk about sensory overload! Electronic Entertain- Chronicles, which will be a compilation of the SNES clas- 

™ ment Expo (E3), America’s largest electronics con-_sics, Chrono Trigger and Final Fantasy. 

H vention, gets bigger and better every year. This 

year, the gloves were off as the battle for king of the video- PLAYSTATION 2: Wow! Talk about a show stealer! The 
game-console hill officially got underway. E3 became the  PS2 forcefully dismissed its label as an “underachiever” 
perfect forum for these heavyweights to flex their mus- with a one-two punch of hardware enhancements and 
cles—and they all did just that. Here’s what to expect from _incredible software. Sony kicked things off by solidifying 
the big three companies: their commitment to online gaming with the announce- 
(STS koh ments of key alliances with AOL, Real Networks and Macro- 
Movie/game display media, as well as providing details behind their broadband 
plications. Sony also displayed several new peripherals 
for the PS2, including a monitor, keyboard and a hard drive! 
But what really impressed audiences were the games. 
Sony's second wave of titles really showed off the power 
of the PS2. Must-buys include Konami's Metal Gear Solid and 
-nt Hill, Square’s Final Fantasy X, Capcom's Devil May 
-y and Sony’s own online version of Twisted Metal Black. 


Mm Pixe i 


4 ENDO 
GAME BOY ADVANCE 
The big N is back in a big 
way...make that a little way. 
Nintendo's GBA promises to 
be a worthy successor to the 
N = incredibly successful Game 

PLAYSTATION: Believe it or not, the RC j Boy, Old-school soldiers can 

PS1 is still going strong. (With nearly / 

80 million PS1s out there, that really 

isn’t too hard to believe.) Sony's plans 

to utilize their original system as 

“training wheels" for the PS2 seem 

to be working quite well. Expect to 

see a plethora of youth-oriented titles 

coming soon, including Twisted 

Metal: Small Brawl, Disney's Atlantis 

and Rugrats. Older PlayStation users 

can expect the third installment in the 

espionage action series, Syphon Fil- ETERNAL DARKNESS for 

ter, as well as Square's Final Fantasy (es Si a8) GameCube 


By now you've probably seen the unbelievable 
images from games like Rogue Leader, Metal 
"Gear Solid 2 and, Final Fantasy X. Believe us 
~_ when we say these games play as well as they | 
look. Here's @ quick glimpse at a few mare =, 
sweet tiles that knocked our socks off at E3! 


— a ’ ) 
eal y LUIGI'S MANSION (Nintendo) @ GUN VALKYRIE (Sega) 
é - cs i 


a for GameCube jor Xbox 


f 


MORE E3 SPOKESMODELS 


rejoice! This 32-bit 
portable system will be 
rarin’ to go with such 16- 
bit Nintendo classics as 
F-Zero and Super Mario 
Advance. Also, be on the 
lookout for such third-party favorites as Final Fight One, 
Sonic Advance and Street Fighter Revival. But don't fret, the 
new stuff will be faithfully represented with such GBA-exclu- 
sive titles as Klonoa and WWF: Roads to W: 


MGS2 Display 


GAMECUBE: The ‘Cube is in da house! Nintendo's booth 
was nearly overrun as legions of fans couldn't wait to get 
their grubby little mitts on playable ver Nintendo’s 
next-gen games. Titles such as Luigi's M nal Dark- 
ness and Wave Racer made jaws drop and reall 

the power of Nintendo's new iiber machine 

highlights included the breathtaking Star W 

Leader, the sequel to the classic N64 game Rogu 

Also shown was the GameCube version of Se 

Star Online, which could support four play 

screen. Nintendo also offered glimpses and 

plans for several high-profile properties like Do: 

Mario Kart, Metroid Prime and The Legend of Zelda. And 

the controller works great! 


DEAD OR ALIVE 3 
for GameCube ee 


CASTLEVANIA (Konami) for 
Game Boy Advance 


CAPCOM US. SNK 2 (Capcom) r \ 


ven skeptics can no longer scoff at big Bill’s 
efforts to create a competitive next-generation system. 
Playable versions of Azurik, Munch's Oddysee and Blood- 
Wake, combined with an announced launch price ($299.99) 
and a multitude of peripherals helped establish the "box 
as a true contender in the console race. But the news that 
really rocked the house were the announcements of sev- 
eral high-profile Xbox 
exclusives, like Tecmo’s 
amazing Dead or Alive 3, 
LucasArt's Star Wars: Obi 
Wan, Universal's Bruce 
Lee: Quest for the Dragon 
and THQ's New Legends. 
Xbox also revealed sev- 
eral titles coming to them 
courtesy of Sega, includ- 
ing Jet Set Future and the 
action-packed Gun Valkyrie, 
which blew fans away. Another key 
announcement cited Xbox as the new 
home for Sega's Crazy Taxi Next, The y" 
House of the Dead 3and both NFLand @ f2 

a 
a 


Zs 
NBA 2K2, With powerful hardware, 
competitive pricing and sweet soft- 

are, it looks like Microsoft is more 


than ready for Xbox’s debut this y \ 
November, but will X mark the spot for 
gamers?We'll have to wait and find out ij 
METROID PRIME 
oN 


JAMES McDONOUGH 


Ema FS) homeo 


Pea 


ea, ee 
Ci wed 


for PS2 BRING IT (THQ) for PS2 
o—_ ae 


‘fo 
WWF SMACKDOWN! JUST Vj 


= Commanding crowds 


By G82 and FFX, Ubi 


ge Gotham City Bridge and Batman is the prime suspect. While Batman is GEOMATRIX (Capcom): 


More superheroes are headed your way! 


ave those pennies, kids! Here’s a rundown of the super- 
hero video games we saw at ES that are headed toward 
your favorite console: 


that rivaled those of 


Soft debuted the 
opening sequence to 
the highly anticipated BATMAN: DARK 


Batman: Vengeance, a TOMORROW (Kemco): ” 
PS2_ game which 


promises to take the Dark Knight into a whole new world-albeit a fully 
realized, 128-bit, 3-D, polygonal world!—at E3 this May. 

Ubi Soft is working with DC Comics in order to make sure this is 
the most faithful video game version of Batman to date, Here are some 
of the dark details: 


This amazing, upcom- 
ing GameCube title < 

will contain an origi- 

nal story inspired by 

the comics version 

of Batman. 


THE STORY: The Joker has seemingly fl to his death from atop the Ml ycavy metaL: ris) 


BATMAN for GameCub 
on the run from the law, several of Gotham’s most villainous denizens a for GameCube 


have taken it upon themselves to fill the Clown Prince’s oversized shoes. 
But is the Joker really dead or is this just another one of his over-the- 
top schemes? 


This Dreamcast title 
features character designs by artist Simon Bisley (Lobo). Expect 
Spawn-style, third-person death matches and headbanging 
music from MegaDeth. 


GAMEPLAY: Players will not only be able to crack a couple of heads with SPIDER-MAN (ACTIVISION): The movie version of 
some Batman-style moves, but they'll also be able to take the wheel behind 
the Batmobile and Batplane, Additionally, there's a first-person mode that 
{ets players utilize Batarangs and other Bat-gadgets, And keeping true to Bat- 
man’s roots, the world’s greatest detective will have to search for clues to 
- = unravel this caper. 


the Web-slinger will make his next-gen debut 
in style with completely new graphics, char- 
acter models and an enhanced game engine 
for the PS2 and GameCube. 


SPIDER-MAN 2: ENTER ELECTRO (ACTIVISION): 
The coolest part of this PlayStation 
game will be the “Parker's Portfo- 
lio” gallery that will boast art from 
actual Marvel artists, as well as 

a few top-secret cameos. 


WHAT'S COOL: What's not 
ool? Batman himself has 500 
unique animations and his 
‘cape was created as an inde- 
pendent character. In addi- 
tion, Ubi Soft has teamed up 
with the cast from the ani- 
mated television series to pro- 
vide the voice-over work. The game will consist of several characters 
from the Batman mythos, including Commissioner Gordon, Mr. Freeze, 
Poison Ivy and Harley Quinn. Unfortunately, Robin doesn’t make an appear- 
ance, but Batgirl does play a key role in the game, Ill JMc 


X-MEN: MUTANT 
ACADEMY 2 
(ACTIVISION): 
Marvel's 
Merry Mutants 
will have a great time pummel- 
ing one another with 
enhanced graphics, 
tighter controls and a 
buttload of new 
options and charac- 
ters in this game for 
the PlayStation. 

mM 


SPIDER-MAN: THE MOVIE in-game 
model for PS2 and GameCube 


SONIC ADVENTURE 2 (Sega) 
for Dreamcast 


EXCLUSIVE 


INTERVIEWS 
COVERING: 


Green Arrow, Daredevil, 
Clerks & Bluntman 


On the set of his new 
flick 


PLUS, inside 
& 
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THE RETURN OF THE KINGS 


Manga legends behind ‘Akira,’ ‘Mononoke’ and others prep new projects in Japan 


A- becoming some of the biggest crossover suc- in Young Magazine published by Kodansha, the same com- 


cesses of the '90s, Japan's hottest mainstream creators pany that published Akira, so it's likely the English-language 
jhave come hurtling into the new millennium with sev- publishing rights will be obtained by Dark Horse Comics’ 
eral scorching new projects. Studio Proteus arm. But don’t hold your breath just yet: Akira 

Few predicted the dramatic influence Katsuhiro Otomo’s _ took eight years to finish and since large portions of Orbital 
Akira would have on subsequent Japanese science fiction _Era will be painted by Otomo himself, it will take a few years 
manga and even American comics storytelling whenitdebuted to complete. There’s no word yet on an animated feature. 
in 1982, Now comes his first comics work in five years, Orbital Inthe meantime, Hayao Miyazaki has a new movie open- 
Era, Set in 2046, Orbital Era tells the tale of “Joy Riders," ing in Japanese theaters in July. Miyazaki’s “Princess 
colony-dwelling kids who illegally perform acrobatics in Mononoke" established his reputation as an uncompromising 
WWI-type biplanes on turbulence generated within the __ storyteller, and even celebrities like Gillian Anderson (‘The 
colonies’ low gravity zones. The story is being serialized X-Files”) were drawn in to contribute voices to the English 
version, which was adapted by comics industry fave 
Neil Gaman (Sandman). 

The new movie, "Sen to Chihiro no Kami Kakushi” 
(“Spirited Away") follows a young girl named Chihiro 
who must travel to the Land of the Spirits to rescue her 
parents, who have been turned into pigs. Audiences 
can expectit to be closer in tone to lighthearted ear- 
lier pictures like “Kiki's Delivery Service," while 
retaining some of the spookier supernatural elements 
of “Mononoke.” Miyazaki’s Studio Ghibli has an exclu- 
sive distribution deal with Disney, which also 
contributed to production costs, so fans can expect 
a relatively short wait for an American release. 

And if the supernatural isn’t your thing, then 
maybe the cybernatural is. Masamune Shirow’s 
techno-opus Ghost in the Shell and its animated adap- 
tation influenced films like “The Matrix” and were 
dynamic, detailed explorations of technology so 

hyper-advanced that it could make 
) humanity obsolete. Ghost in the Shell Il: 
Man Machine Interface finally delves into 
the metaphysical ramifications of its pre- 
decessor by returning to the original’s 
protagonist, cyborg agent Kusanagi and 
her new “humanity,” complete with dig- 
itally colored pages. Although the series 
was published in its entirety in Japan 
in 2000, Kusanagi finally returns 
to the States in all of her 

heavy metal glory cour- 

tesy of Dark Horse 
Comics later this year. 
IE KUMAR SIVASUBRAMANIAN 


NEW ‘ERA’ Orbital Era (panels at left), the newest work in 
five years from Otomo Katsuhiro (Akira), focuses on thril- 


seeking Kids who perform acrobatic stunts in WWI biplanes. 
Katsuhiro is personally watercolaring every page. 
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IME ON DVD! 


LOOK FOR MORE CLASSIC ANIME SERIES COMING TO DVD THIS SUMMER FROM PIONEER: ENTERTAINMENT 


Fl Hazard, Geo-Armor ( Kisuw Cones ), Moldiver, and more! 


1 
38-comic-b00 wisistont 


(© Yu Watase/Shagahukan + TV Tokyo + Studio Perot. ©) 1996 Yu Watase/Shogakukan, Banda Visual, Stuio Perot, MOVIC_ Al RightsReserved, Licensed by Fj Creative Corporation, 


At Anime Central (www.acen.org/) 
in Chicago this past May, news, 
rumors and gossip about new pro- 
jects were everywhere. Some of the 
highlights included: 
FAST ‘LAIN’ Yoshitoshi ABe said 
he is indeed working on a new 
anime project with the producers 
of “Serial Experiments LAIN,” and 
that it's scheduled for release next 
year. A possible sequel to “LAIN” is 
not out of the question. 
FUNNY BUSINESS ABe also com- 
mented he hopes fans of “LAIN” will 
enjoy his new series, “Niea_7” (pro- 
nounced “Niea Under 7"), coming out later this year in the U.S. from 
Pioneer. The show is comedic in nature and contains numerous Japanese 
cultural references, and the creator is curious to see how well it trans- 
lates into English, 
‘STEAM’ HYPE Kia Asamiya’s Steam Detectives manga begins publica- 
tion again in Japan this summer after a brief hiatus. He also mentioned 
the possibility of a new “Steam Detective” 
anime series in Japan in the future, 
though any details about the 
English-language version of 
his first “Steam Detectives” 
anime series in the U.S. are 
still sketchy. Following the suc- 
~SQ0)\ cess of his color Dark Angel 
x series from Image Comics, 
3 there are plans for a color 
|_| Steam Detectives manga 
[steam evecrves A in America. 
KNIGHT MOVES While no firm date has been set yet for the English- 
language publication of Asamiya’s Batman manga, he did let on that he 
will be drawing an eight-page, 
black-and-white Batman story 
for Gotham Knights later this 
year. Asamiya also mentioned 
he is doing a series of covers 
for The Titans for DC begin- 
ning with issue #32. 
IT'S MORPHIN’ TIME! 
Tetsuya Aoki of PLEX, the Japanese company that produces and designs 
the “Power Rangers,” talked about future plans for the property. This year's 
theme is, of course, “Time Force.” The theme for 2002 will be “Animal 
Force,” with each of the Rangers having specific ani- 
mal-inspired costumes and powers: Lion, Bison, 
Gorilla, Falcon and Shark. 
BYE-BYE VHS? It seems 
that many U.S. anime 
companies are moving 
away from the VHS 
market entirely. Bandai 
indicated that “Love Hina,” 
“The Big O” and “Pilot 
Candidate” will mostly likely 
be DVD-only releases. 
CB. CEBULSKI 
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TOYS OF THE FUTURE 


orget scooters-kids r t 
‘fn the future, kids won't 
Sh take out the garbage or 
mow the lawn—nope, they'll 
leave that to their robots. 

Launching this fall, Fox 
Kids newest action-packed 
anime series, “Medabot,” 
features the world of 2122 
A.D., where every kid has 
their own personal and sen- 
tient robot. 

“'Medabot’ will set the 
standard for robot-themed 
action series,” explained 
Toper Taylor, president of 
Nelvana Communications, 
which is producing the show. 

It features over 370 uniquely 
different robots and the show is 
a thrilling ride for kids to a 
compelling new world where 
their imaginations find roots in reality.” 

The series follows the adventures of Ikki, a poor, young boy 
who dreams of owning a Medabot of his own and competing in 
Robattles, competitions that pit Medabot against Medabot in all- 
out action and destruction inside designated fighting rings. 

Ikki’s dream comes true when he discovers a “medal,” the 
hardware of a Medabot's brain. After purchas- 
ing a Medabee, the less powerful and less 
expensive form of a Medabot, 
Ikki inserts the “medal” and 
finds he's created the most pow- 
erful Medabot ever. 

Catapulted to the forefront of Robattle 
B) sighting, Had must face the biggest and bad- 
dest Medabots in competitions. With artificial 
intelligence and strength controlled by each 
owner, Ikki has his work cut out for him. 

“Every young child dreams of having a 
robot, almost as often as they fantasize about 
traveling into the future,” said Maureen 
Smith, president of the Fox Kids Network 

and Fox Family Channel. “‘Medabot’ 
brings our viewers’ imagination to life 
with over-the-top action and out-of-this- 
world adventure.” 

Nelvana will bring 26 
episodes of "Medabot” to 
Fox Kids this fall. Check 
your local listings for 
| schedules. IIMIKE COTTON 


In “Medabot,” 
Fox Kids’ new anime series for 
this fal, kids of the future wil 
all have their own, personal 
robots (lke the one to the left) 
that do battle in arenas 


The Hunt For The Past 
Begins Now 


From the Creators of 
COWBOY BEBOP 


y) Roger Smith 
y Paradigm 

y City’s 

§) Most Trusted 


Intelligent 
And Often 
Cold Android 


IN STORES 6.19.2001 
AVAILABLE ON DVD 


MANIA! 
TOUR OF BOOTY 


Get ready-Gundam’s comin’ to town! 


he Gundam are coming, the Gundam are coming! 

“Gundam,” the mega-popular anime shown state- 

side on Cartoon Network, invades the country in full force 

this summer, as Bandai America embarks on its Mobile 
Suit Gundam Invasion Tour. 

The tour stops in 25 cities (see www.gundamoffi 
cial.com for dates) before it comes to a close in 
September. Housed in a state-of-the-art tractor trailer, the 
tour features seven interactive areas and boasts original 
video clips of the “Gundam” series, Sony PlayStation con- 
soles with Gundam video games, the newest line of 
Gundam toys, animated cels and other cool stuff. 

Visitors receive a limited-edition hologram Battlefield 
card that's compatible with the Gundam M.S. War Trading 
Card Game. ll CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 


MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM INVASION TOUR 


Hot trends overseas we could see soon 
urious to know what's currently in vogue with our 
‘counterparts in Japan? Read on... 


HOTTEST MANGA: Evangelion 
Yoshiyuki Sadamoto's adaptations are faithful to the series 
while diving deeper into the characters’ tangled psyches. 


HOTTEST ANIME: “Angelic Layer” 
From CLAMP, a girl named Misaki Suzuhara buys a toy robot 
that look like a babelicious angel and names it Hikaru. 


HOTTEST MOVIE: “Vampire Hunter D” 

‘This remake/sequel to the 1985 classic is given a facelift 
thanks to more advanced animation technology which allows 
for more faithful re-creations of Yoshitaka Amano's designs. 


HOTTEST TOY: Dark Schneider Majin Version 
from ‘Bastard! 

This deluxe figure from Art FX comes with multiple points 
of articulation and TWO sets of wings. 


LATEST TREND: Japanese deluxe action figures 


The industry is finally catching up with its American cousin: 


led by Art FX (see above) as more and more fully detailed 
figures are being released of Japan’s more popular char- 
acters. ll KUMAR SIVASUBRAMANIAN 
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IMPORTS 


ANIME ART GALLERY: THE ART OF 
RANMA 1/2 (Viz Comics) Combines 
original, full-color artwork by creator 
and artist Rumiko Takahashi, $24.95 

ASTRA #1 (CPM Manga) Co-created 
by Batman legend Jerry Robinson, a 
princess of a planet populated solely 
by women must set out and search the 
universe for “life-giving” substances” 
‘so that they may survive. $2.95 

DOMU: A CHILD'S DREAM (Dark Horse 
Comics) In this tale by Katsuhiro 
Otomo, the creator of Akira, a twisted 
old man with ESP holds the residents 
of an entire block of apartments under his control until he is challenged 
by a young gir with equal if not greater psychic abilities. $17.95 

DRAGONBLADE #1 (Antarctic Press) A sword rumored to be able to grant 
its owner one wish is the object of everyone's desire in this crossover 
between Gold Digger and Ninja High School $3.95 

EL HAZARD PART 3 #1 (Viz Comics) Ifurita and Makoto square off against 
one of the Shadow Tribe’s demon gods, while the front lines of Roshtaria 
have their hands full against one of their own, $2.95 


ANIME 

ANGEL SANCTUARY (U.S. Manga Corps) The only being who can prevent 
a coming war between Heaven and Hell is an angel who was banished by 
God. But will she be willing to help? MATURE VIEWERS Dubbed VHS- 
$19.99; DVD-$29.99 

EL-HAZARD THE MAGNIFICENT BOX SET (Pioneer Entertainment) 
Three high school students and one of their teachers get mysteriously 
transported to a world of sentient bugs and lost technology, Compiles the 
seven original “El-Hazard” OVAs 
and four from “El-Hazard 2.” Three- 
OVD Box Set-$119.98 

GATCHAMAN COLLECTION DVD 
(Urban Vision Entertainment) 
Continuing the story from the hit 
70s series (known as “Battle of 
the Planets" on U.S, TV), this mini- 
series climaxes with the ultimate 
confrontation against the Alien 
Galactors, Bilingual DVD-$29.95 

ORIGINAL MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM 
VOL. 1 (Bandai Entertainment) 
In an apocalyptic war against the 
rebellious Principality of Zeon, the 
Earth Federation has but one hope: 
the prototype mobile suit Gundam 
and its civilian pilot, Amuro Ray. Dubbed VHS-$14,98; DVD-$24.98 

ORPHEN VOL. 1: SPELL OF THE DRAGON (A.D. Vision) When a magic 
‘school's most gifted student decides to ditch school to go in search of a 
mysterious dragon, his teachers set off after him to bring him back. Dubbed 
VHS-$19.98; DVD-$29.98 


COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? STORY IDEAS? DROP US A LINE AT 
MANGAMANIA@WIZARDWORLD.COM 


DOMU: A CHILD'S DREAM 


ANGEL SANCTUARY [My 


THE BRAND NEW FEATURE PROM THE CREATORS OF "GHOST IN THE SHELL’ 


MANGA ENTERTAINMENT 


AND PRODUCTION IG 
PROUDLY PRESENT 


THE LAST VAMPIRE 


"Digital imaging has entered a new arena. The world will come to consider 
this work as the standard of top quality digital animation." 
-James Cameron (Titanic) 


In Yokota Japan, an apprehensive American military is mobilizing for the impending conflict in Vietnam. 
But an even greater threat exists within the walls of the heavily guarded U.S. complex - Vampires. A team 
of top-secret government agents dispatches a mysterious young woman... but just who is rs 


DVD AN Do MES “Hes TORRES {JU Ey 34°" 


See the trailer only at www.manga.com/)/ood 


Wi MANGECOM awHawinD = THE MAD CAPSULE MARKETS 
ry ONSLAUGHT OF ‘ 
AGGRESSIVE 


DIGI-ROCK THAT 
ATTACKS WITH 
HIGH-VOLTAGE 

MULTI-MEDIA 

Available at FURY! 


and fine entertainment outlets 62001 Manga Entertaiment inc. A Palm Pictures Company L 


READ! 


OTTA 
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Robin’s no stranger to taking orders 
from Batman. 

He's used to the big man telling him when to kick, 
when to punch, when to charge into a room of thugs and 
when to hold back. That goes with the territory of being 
Batman's sidekick. 

But when Bats spills the Boy 
Wonder's secret identity to his girl- 
friend without even con- 
sulting him, that’s where 
Robin draws the line. 

Batman's ultimate betrayal Bo» 2 Batman's revealed Robin's secret 1D to 
is the final straw in a nightmare year the Spoiler, Robin hates his guts. 


for Robin—but writer Chuck Dixon 
doesn’t seem to mind writing Robin's back 
against the wall a bit. 

“It's part of the job of writing Robin,” explains 
Dixon, who works with penciler Pete Woods on the DC 
series. “I have to be cruel to the characters I write. This 
used to bother me, but I've put it into perspective and I 
now realize that these people don't really exist. I's the 
readers I'm actually tormenting!” 

Robin's current aneurysm-waiting-to-happen 
all started a year ago in Robin #74 when his father 
decided to send his son off to the elite board- 
ing school Brentwood Academy. Having to \ 
deal with an unforgiving Dean, fellow students 


‘Take Robin's relationship with his 
on-again, off-again girlfriend 
Jo) Stephanie Brown, a.k.a. wannabe vig- 
¢ ilante the Spoiler. The two have had 
their ups and downs recently, but noth- 
ing could prepare Tim for the shock he 
received in February's issue #87. 
Robin always felt it absolutely necessary 
to keep his secret identity from Spoiler, for 
fear of giving away Batman’s secret. Fed up with 
the charade, Spoiler decided to do a little detec- 
tive work of her own to figure out Robin's alter 
ego. But after a few months of fruitless investigation, 
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loaded with emotional baggage anda room- 
mate as friendly as an angry rattlesnake could 
cramp any kid’s style—imagine having to 
deal with the stress of protecting Gotham 
City on top of that! 

“Tim [Drake, Robin's secret identity] 


thinks he’s finally adjusted to life at Brentwood,” 
explains Dixon. “But there's always some weird, 


ne, 


new thing popping up.” 


lf 


the two had a falling out and went their sep- 
arate ways. 

Weeks went by and Spoiler received a 
surprise visit from Batman, who asked her to 
help him find the missing Robin (who was 
trapped under Gotham Harbor by a monstrous 


( seacreature). Batman began to train the young 


crimefighter, with the help of Batgirl. He also felt 
it was time to let her in on the secret she had 


been searching for since she had met Robin—his secret iden- 

Sos Ookmarks 

biggest secret? 

“T think Batman finally resigned himself to Spoiler sticking 7 =e > 

around for a while,” says Dixon. “Lately, with the addition of a a a = ay eo as 

Batgirl, he’s kind of been expanding his force. But he wrongly Want mare proof that being Robin ain't easy? The last kid who tried~ 

let [Spoiler] in on the whole enchilada about Tim.” W the second Robin, Jason Todd-ended up 
In Robin #87, titled “Secrets Revealed,” the substitute ead. Here're some tips for the current Boy 

Dynamic Duo of Batman and Spoiler finally find and confront Wonder on what nat to do when watching 

Robin. After Spoiler calls Robin “Tim,” and Batman tells him Batman's hack: 

that it was his idea, he naturally feels betrayed and enraged, 

then storms off into the night, laying the groundwork for the T Scared of taking on the 


series up to the top-secret issue #100. Robin mantle for fear of not living up to the 


First on the agenda for Robin, however, was the rescue of IM cxigina, Dick Grayson, Jason Todd considers 
his friend Danny Temple, who in April's issue #89 was kid- the codenames Wonder Boy, Fying Ace, Kid 
napped by the underground criminal organization Kobra. In Dynamite and even Tonto! Heals briefly sprts 
an adventure that took Robin to the opposite side of the world— nifty new cos- 


Mount Kanchenjunga in the Himalayan Mountains, to be exact— tume that would definitely not make Mr. 
the Boy Wonder not only faced Kobra-trained assassins, but Blackwell’s list. (Batman #368) 
miniature Yetis as well. 
Afterwards, Tim will return to his neglected studies at OBBIN’ ROBIN How did Jason Todd 
Brentwood, only to find out more disturbing information on demonstrate his superior detective skills 
his classmates. Apparently one of his bud a secret and street savvy to Bats on their first 
so big, it's potentially dangerous to both Tim ay encounter? He stole the tires off the Bat- 
Plus, could we see the return of the Spoiler's c: mobile. A car driven by a rubber-wearing, 
the Cluemaster, in the future? Count on it. musclebound maniac who dishes out beat- 
After that though, Dixon thinks it'll be time t ings like rice pudding, Yeah, that’s a nice, 
Wonder a much needed break. “Actually, the n will: fl easy mark, ki, (Batman #408) 
go pretty easy for Tim,” says Dixon. “Things will 
at school, Steph and him will be improving their { ES RED Robin murders! It's 
he'll establish a relationship with his father based im: true: When Batman and Robin have to let 
joking! There’s nothing like that in Tim’s future’ i a drug-dealing, woman-beating thug go 
year's gonna be hell!” i CASEY SEUAS MA ‘ree ‘cuz he’s got diplomatic immunity, 


W774 the Punk Wonder deals out his own jus- 


ahead of Batman, who catches up just in 
| time to see Robin's foe take a 20-story 

street dive. Jason's explanation? “He 

slipped.” Uh-huh, (Batman #424) 


JEAD Searching for his 
mother in Ethiopia, Robin finds her—and the 
Joker, who she works for. Robin's own mom, 
turns the brat over to Joker, who beats him 
to a pulp with a crowbar, then blows him 
and his tuncoat mother up real good to fin- 
ish the job. Fans 
got to call DC at 
a 900 number 
printed at the end 
of the comic (for 
a small fee, of 
course) and vote 

on whether Toddy lived or died-we thank 

them for putting us out of our misery. 
(Batman #421) 


BATMAN AND TH! N’ Uh,..we don't 
wanna know what's going on in this panel. 
i Where's Aunt Harriet when you really need 
THIRD WHEEL With Batman taking Robin's = i her? (Batman #368) ml JUSTIN JONES 


itfriend as a partner, Robby's out in the cold. 
august 2001 qp 


STARTLI RIES: BANNER 
#1 (OF 4) qmarvet) 

WHY IT’S COOL For starters, you've got white-hot 
writer Brian Azzarello doing what he does best: writ- 
ing stories that explore the human psyche. This time 
he’s exploring one of the most complex and damaged 
minds in comics with Bruce Banner. Then you've got 
veteran penciler Richard Corben’s detailed style 
drawing Marvel's infamous 1,000-pound emerald 
monster. And who doesn’t like to watch the Hulk 
wreck shop? 

IN ISSUE #1 (of 4) What would you do if you were a 
ticking time bomb that could go off at a moment’s 
notice? If trying to live a simple day-to-day life meant 
risking widespread and uncontrollable damage to the 
world around you? If you're Bruce Banner, how do 
you live knowing the entire U.S. military and Doc 
Sampson are chasing your every move? “Basically, 
it’s an exploration into responsibility,” explains series 
writer Azzarello. “It takes a look into how Banner 
feels for the destruction that he causes.” By Azzarello 
and Corben. $2.99 (July 25) 
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BIRDS OF PREY tinis) 
WHY IT’S COOL The Birds of Prey are two of the most 
hardcore heroines on the planet right now—they'll go any- 
where and do anything to get the job done. But they could also 
be considered the baddest heroines in history when they go 
back in time to close a case! Like in issue #30, when Black 
Canary goes back to help out a group of Vikings, only to fall 
in love with one of them. 

IN ISSUE #33 It seems as though the sultry Black Canary 
has the hots for Ra's Al Ghul, but the Demon's Head might 
be alittle too much to handle, Good thing Oracle foresees the 
potential problem. “Barbara has to call on every ounce of 
muscle she can whistle up to get Black Canary out of this 
one,” explains series writer Chuck Dixon. By Dixon and Butch 
Guice, $2.50 (uly 25) 


CAPTAIN MARVEL (im) 

WHY IT’S COOL Writer Peter David hits you with twists out 
ofleft field. During a fight with Walker in issue #18, RickJones 
kept claiming something really bad would happen to his love 
Marlo. Jones was wrong—the really bad thing happened to 
him, when Walker aged him a couple of decades and broke his 
arm off, To quote Rick’s closing words: “Ohhhh crap.” 

IN ISSUE #21 Competition between comic store owners 
tums downright deadly when Marlo’s competitor unleashes 
one of the worst monsters in history! Plus, Rick Jones is going 
a bit bonkers, probably from aging and losing his arm. By 
Peter David, Chriscross and Anibal Rodriguez. $2.50 (July 18) 


CODENAME: KNOCKOUT (rig) 
WHY IT’S COOL Dialogue chock fulla thinly veiled sexual 
references. When Angela St. Grace decides to storma villain’s 
HQ to save her sidekick Go-Go Fiasco in #0, one of her assis- 
tants asks: “You sure, Angela? You could blow his cover.” 
Angela's reply? "Don't worry, Wilbur, I won’t blow any- 
thing. ..unless I absolutely have to.” Just more proof that sex 
is funny. 

IN ISSUE #3 Angela has bid adieu to both G.0.0.D. and 
E.V.LL. and moved to New York to start a normal life. She 
falls in love with a nice, regular guy, until her old spy life 
comes callin’ once more. By Robert Rodi, Louis Small Jr. and 
Mark Farmer. MR $2.50 (uly 25) 


CRUX (ose 
WHY IT’S COOL Mark Waid takes the standard Atlantis 
myth and throws it for a loop—it's still a super-advanced city 


J IVER files DENOTED WITH AN MR CONTAIN MATERIAL THAT'S SUGGESTED FOR MATURE READERS. 


that sinks beneath the sea. But the mystery is, who sunk it and 
why? And yeah, it happens on Earth, but is it our Earth? And 
ifso, what left it a smoldering wasteland? And what connection 
do these Atlanteans have to the Sigil-Bearers? 

IN ISSUE #4 Capricia, Tug and Zephyre are left to halt the 
alien invasion of Earth, while Galvin and Gammid attempt to 
pool their resources to raise Atlantis from the ocean depths. By 
Mark Waid, Steve Epting and Rick Magyar. $2.95 (July 11) 


(Wane!) 


WHY IT'S COOL Leave it to Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale to give _ 
Matt Murdock, a.k.a, Daredevil, the origin re-telling he truly | 
deserves. Issue #1 delves into the relationship between Matt | 


and his father “Battling” Jack Murdock. It made us realize how 
close the two really were and that Jack's murder was definitely 
worth avenging. 


IN ISSUE #2 (of 6) After Matt's world is torn apart from the | 
events of issue #1, he begins his training for his quest of ! 
vengeance, However, will he be able to tell the difference 
between justice and revenge in time? Also, Karen Page, the | 
most beautiful girl in the world, makes her first appearance. : 


By Loeb and Sale. $3.50 (July 4) 


(Wane) 


WHY IT’S COOL Two names for ya: Grant Morrison, who : 
wrote kick-ass stories on JLA and Marvel Boy and is the cur- | 
rent writer of New X-Men; and Jae Lee, whose pencils blew | 
you away on The Sentry and Inhumans. Combine those two : 


superstar talents under the Marvel Knights banner, and 
FF; 1234 is as close to a sure-fire hit as you can get. 

IN ISSUE #1 (of 4) Each issue focuses ona different 
member of the FF, and in this ish, the Thing falls under the 
spotlight. And who does Ben Grimm have a run-in with but 
the FF's archnemesis, Dr. Doom! It’s clobberin' time! By 
Morrison and Lee. $2.99 (July 25) 


T (Top Cowitmaye) The Incredible Hulk creative team af Paul 
Jenks and Kyle Hotz inrace The Ageny, a ert tam of ivesgatars who 
deal ith hte cass magi Pieto be determined (tu) 


rianvacsy sped, comes witha PVC figure, a Phone Bone Gazon 
doi nd amet anasto vin of Bone. $5.95 (late Juy) 

ER: OZ ) (Dark Horse) 2, Butfy’s were- 

wal nemesis to Tien search of cre for is canton. $2.99 (lly 18) 

T #1 (of 3) (Todd MeFarlane Productions/Image) Greg Capule's 

‘riginal monstrous creation the Creech returns in a new mini-series, where the 
Creech finds himself inthe middle ofan intrgelactc war, $4.95 (late July) 

4 (of 6) (WildStorm/0C) The Cybemary is reborn, and this 

new version is the daughter of Kaizen Gamorra, former despot of the WildStorm 
univ, $295 (uy 25) 
2 (Maverick/Dark 
Horse) This collection of DH's 
Maverick imprint features sto- 
Ties from Matt Wagner, Sergio 
Aragonés and Stan Sakai, MR 
$4.99 (July 4) 

IGITAL VA (Harris 
Comics) The blood-sucking 
heroine gets a makemver in this 
‘one-shot, courtesy of cutting 
edge C6 effeots, Regular et- 
tion-$2.89; limited deluxe 
etiton-$9. a (late sh) 

(oark 
Hs) Tis adaptation of the upcoming Disney fm sports a cover by Mike Mignola 
( Helbay: The Conqueror Wor), who worked as a designer for the fim. $6.95 (June 6) 
RIGIN (Dark Horse) Tony Daniels FS origin story is available for this fist time 
in comic shops, an this edition features @ new wraparound cover and profile pages. 
$2.9 (July 25) 

f iC FOUR vi 
Clrnt pers thse F and Sad, wh team up a yaa al in 
search of power arfacts, $5.5 (ly 18) 

EATHER #1 (Fanboy Comics) Newcomer Steve Uy resents tis sword-and-sor- 
ery tale the result often search Fanboy held last year. $2.95 (late July) 

4 4 (Vertigo/DC) An older, wiser-and more pow- 
efu-Tin Hun retusin anew ongoing. Tins est sto: theorems of 
Sate and Cott MR $2.85 (July 11) 

a (Oni Press) Paul Din’ Yuletide vixen joins 
The hes a rt Pole Hockey League team, and chaos ensues. $2.95 (late July) 
BY D (Chaos!) When al Hell breaks 
los, thse wo fen als ae forced to eam up tsave te worthy can 
keep from kiling each other! $3.50 (late July) 

El H (at 4) (Chaos!) Vitoria Hobe isa regular woman forced 
to sve to dmensons when a wiz tes o iad Exh fro his mya 
fing $2.99 (ate “ 

FOREVER #1 (of 3) (Oni Press) Dan Brereton's 
“twa hes ay tale ‘an ancient menace that's threatening Pacific ity, $2.95, 
(late July) 
1 (CrossGen) We previewed ths series back in Wao #118; now pick 
a the fitish fom Ron Mar, Greg Land and Drew Geraci. $295 uy 18) 
F (Marvel) Greg Rucka (Detective Cmics) 
© an Er is +100 ‘Bullets tll the tale of a minion ofthe Kingpin-and the 
price he pays for failure, $2.99 (July 25) 
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H (06 Comics) 
WHY IT’S COOL Because writer Geoff Johns keeps coming 
up with unique ways for Flash to utilize his powers. Trapped in 
a stasis field by Cicada in issue #173, Flash escapes when he 
uses his super-speed aura to super-charge Magenta’s pow- 
ers, turning her into a giant electromagnet that attracts tons of 
metal to Magenta’s body, knocking her out of the fight and 
freeing Flash. 

IN ISSUE #176 Weather Wizard blows into Keystone City, 
intent on getting his mitts on the meta-baby we met a few issues 
back (which looks to be Wally’s kid!) “Thisis the same [Weather 
Wizard], but he’s much tougher than he’s been in the past,” 


notes Johns. He’s learned some new tricks and mental focus 7m 


from a new ‘friend’—who we won't meet until Flash: Iron 
Heights.” Pick up Iron Heights, a Prestige Format book, when 
it hits later this year. By Johns, Scott Kolins and Doug 
Hazlewood. $2.25 (July 25) 


ARROW 06 tonics) 

‘WHY IT’S COOL Kevin Smith continues to revive charac- 
ters we know and love. In issue #3, Ollie faces off against the 
Black Manta! Manta never amounted to much in the comics, 
but we loved him as part of the Legion of Doom on “Super 


needed personality to this cool badass! 
IN ISSUE #6 Green Arrow keeps running into his old pals, 


and Ande Parks. $2.50 (July 25) 


Hl ER, (eriqu0) ’ 
WHY IT’S COOL Sure, Brian Azzarello has taken John 
Constantine from inmate to Lassie-lovin’ porn-star to urban 
legend to Vertigo's #1 character. However, let's give credit 
to series artist Marcelo Frusin. Frusin’s art blows us away and 
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LOOK 


CLOSER 


A 


Friends” and we're banking on Smith adding some much- 


and this time around, he teams up with Batman, Black Canary : 
and Arsenal to take on Etrigan to learn how—and why—he 
was resurrected from the dead. By Kevin Smith, Phil Hester ! 


(Wavrik/Dark Hors) 
i WHY IT’S COOL Mike Mignola’s franchise player, Hell- 
| boy, is back with another story involving Nazis, ghosts and the 
| ghosts of dead Nazis. However, it's Mignola’s art that really 
| seals the deal for us. His use of dark colors really sets the mood 


|ATGIRL (0c conics) 

WHY IT’S GOOD Kelley Puckett’ tales about 
the struggle ofa gi who has ived her entire ie 
in-a world of mindless violence and despair leave 
‘us wanting more with every passing issue. Plus 
penciler Damion Scott's breakneck pacing and 
ultra-dynamic fight scenes continue to leave us 
dizzy with every turn of the page. 

WHAT WE'D CHANGE One of the biggest 

lulls in the series came in issues #4-#6, when 

Batgirl learned how to speak and think in words 

rather than body language. We liked her so much 

more when she had the Snake-Eyes (Gi Joe) 
appeal: silent and incredibly deadly. Also, we'd 
love to see the relationship between her and Batman developed a little more like 
in the earlier issues, Finally, despite Batman’s warning in issue #1, it's time for 

Batgirl to step up to the big leagues and take on some costumed criminals, 

Enough already with the street thugs and government agents! 

BOTTOM LINE Reading Batgiis a lot ike eating cotton candy; its great while 
it lasts, but there's not much substance. This book needs a litle depth-play to 
the fact that Batgirl is still only a 17-year-old kid, and let her make a few mis- 
takes to learn from. Also, bring her only father figure, Batman, back into the fold 
more often, Baty has tons of potential as a character, and we'd love to see 
her used on a grand scale, 


improves each issue. We haven't seen a Vertigo artist/writer 
team like this since Preacher's Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon. 
IN ISSUE #164 In part one of the four-part “Highwater” sto- 
ryline, Constantine continues his Tour de America with a stop 
in the Pacific Northwest. Looks like he's going to run into trou- 
ble once again (there's a shocker!), this time with a group of 
patriots who want to change the country to fit their twisted 
ideologies. By Azzarello and Frusin. MR $2.50 (july 28) 


and gives us chills just looking at it! 
IN ISSUE #3 (of 4) The conqueror worm makes its appear- 
ance and begins transforming Nazi soldiers into an army of frog 


i people, all while preparing to bring about the downfall of 


marikind. Meanwhile, Hellboy discovers a cabinet full ofhuman 
heads. We had no clue Jefirey Dahmer was a character in the 
series, By Mignola. $2.99 (uly 11) 

PII (Black Bl Entertainment) 
WHY IT’S COOL Because the main character just hap- 


pens to be a casual cannibal. In issue #2, Carla accuses 
} the Pilgrim: "You killed and ate a dozen people! You're a 
: cannibal!” Pilgrim replies: “Uh-huh. ‘Course, that was 


before I found the Lord." Cannibalism must be one of the 
Commandments that got edited out. 

IN ISSUE #5 (of 5) The final showdown; the brawl for it all; 
the war to end all wars—Pilgrim squares off against the mad 
(and malformed) pirate Castenado ina fight to the death. And 
learn the final fates of all the Pilgrim players. By Garth Ennis and 
Carlos Ezquerra. $2.99 (uly 11) 


% (00 conics) 
WHY IT'S COOL Hawinanis back, and e's nal being a soshipping 
done right. In issue #23, David Goyer and Geoff Johns have 

removed all the BS from Hawkman’s past, making him easier MAZING 3 (Marvel) Peter’ head is stl spinning after 
to follow. Plus, Hawkman's never looked better, whetherit’s the i etn Ea Soy tts dot some dg on his ober sory, nat 
stunning Andrew Robinson painted cover or the super-impres- knowing he's target forthe mysterious Morlun, $2.25 (July 11) 


sive last splash page by Stephen Sadowski and Michael Bair. BOOKS (DC Comics) The Mad Hate’ driving cops crazy in the 
IN ISSUE #26 Hawkman's back with the team, but he’s pages of Detective Comics #760 (July 11), and Batman deals with an alien 
having trouble adjusting to his role in the JSA—and his rela- menace in Batman #593 (July 25), a “Worlds at War” crossover. In Batgirl 
tionship with Hawkgirl. Plus, tensions between Black Adam JBM] 41g (July 4), Batgirl teams up with Robin to battle drug lords, but their super- 
and Atom Smasher come to a head, thanks to a disastrous Trbuctbatescad vas 
arm-wrestling match! “We begin with an arm-wrestling about! Batman-$2.25; Detective, Bo- 


match,” says Johns. “From there, well, Atom does think IMM gi-¢9.50 (NOTE: For more on Bat- 
he's gota lot to prove.” By Johns, Rags Morales and Michael agi, see page 106!) 
Bair. $2.50 (July 18) ‘ KS (Marvel) Wel- 
come the long-awaited Bob Gale (writer 
of the “Back to the Future” trilogy) arc! 
In issue #20 (July 11), some rich fat-cat 
hires Matt Murdock to sue Daredevil, and 
in issue #21 (July 25), the Jester shows 
upto have a laugh on DD and Murdock, 
#20-$3.50; #21-$2.99 (NOTE: Check 
out the 00: Yeo item on page 105) 
ANTA 5 (Marvel) 
After escaping the Negative Zone, one 
of the First Family is changed forever- 
new costume and a new identity! I's shocking, scandalous, breathtaking! $2.25 
(duly 4) 


HOST Rl 2 (Marvel) Ghost Rider's 
back, and Johnny Blaze ain't too happy about it-especially when the body count 
starts to rise! $2.99 (July 18) 

30 (Marvel) Paul Jenkins begins is final arc onthe book 
with this te, viich ees Bruce Banners withering bod aly gve up! $228 (Jy 
18) (NOTE: For more Hu check out Starting tres: Bamneron page 104) 

F 2 (of 8) (Dark Horse) Fray returns home from 
a simple breaking and entering job, only to find an 8-foot demon in her apart- 
ment-with an offer she can't refuse, $2.99 (July 4) 

ON (Top Cow/Image) David and Laurel have finally made it 
to Mankattan, but it ma be to lat to Kep Davi fram fling prey to is te 
ble fat. MR nm 50 (late July) 

4 (CrossGen) Animora and Giselle get in a major catfight on the 
st plane to sei the fat ofthe entire world of Cres! $2.95 (July 8) 
(Marvel) It's the anniversary of Uncle 
Ben's death, and Peter Parker ead of for a qui ay of refaon-at the bal- 
park0'21? $2.25 (July 18) 


(OC Comics) rh (Todd McFarlane Productions/Image) Who's left standing in 
WHY IT's CooL Gigantic menaces that would give most the aftermath of Spawn's battle with the Children of the Kingdom? Raise your 


superteams nightmares! The Blight almost destroyed Earth; | MR $2.50 (late July) 
Element Lad almost destroyed the team in Legion Lost; in ! {of 4) (Dark Horse) With 
Legion Worlds #1, meet Robotica, a giant mechanized the Dat iar silting, ne Inger Senate some wth ea as new 


menace that looks to overthrow the entire galaxy! And, oh Jf member! Luke trains with Yoda on Cagobah but sit enought ight the combined 
yeah—the Legion Lost team is finally back home! Wa-hoo! | power Vd he Enpenr nd a? $2.90 4) 


IN ISSUE #4 (of 6) The focus shifts to Star Boy and his | ff gypj BOOKS (OC Gomis) Over in Superman #172 (July 4), 
home planet of Xanthu, as he, Dreamer and the Uncanny Siena witnesses Imperiex’s first strike in the “Our Worlds at War” event; in 
Amazers combine to battle Robotica, who's got them out Adventures of Superman (July 11), Luthor unleashes Doomsday on the alien 
numbered and outgunned, with no hope of relief in sight. invaders; Superman reluctantly teams up with Darkseid in Superman: Man of Steel 


“Duncan [Rouleau’s] stunning visuals and robot-smashing #116 (July 18) and in Action Comics #781, Supes fights on, but two alles fll for 
battle action totally rock!” says co-writer Andy Lanning, “This ood! All titles $2.25 


is by far some of the best stuff he’s done. And the writing's X-BOOKS (Marvel) In Uncanny X-Men #396 (July 4, the creative team of Joe 
Pretty good, too! So buy the bloody thing and see if we're Casey and lan Churchill take the mutants on a tour of London, while in Brother- 
lying!” By Dan Abnett, Lanning, Rouleau, Rick Leonardi, Jaime hood #3 (July 25), Writer X spews loads o rhetoric about genetic testing in 
Mendoza and Al Williamson. $3.95 (uly 18) schools to uncover secret mutants. Bath tiles $2.25 


hand if youve stil got on 
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c (0€ Camis) 
WHY IT’S COOL Nightwing’s unsung Rogue's Gallery has 
been kickin’ major booty lately. The surprising return of 
Shrike in issue #86 is a prime example. Not only ishe deadly, 
but crafty as well, like when he used a net with steel fishing 
hooks intertwined to capture Nightwing. Ouch! 

IN ISSUE #59 What's up with Asian crime lord Freddie 
Minh, Bliidhaven’s biggest mobster who's never been seen? 
Your questions will be answered on July 11 with this month's 
ish thanks to Dixon and guest penciler Rick Leonardi. Also, 
be sure to pick up Nightwing: The Target, a one-shot in which 
Dick Grayson becomes the target of an investigation into 
police brutality, and must take on a identity other than 
Nightwing to solve the case. Nightwing—$2.25; Nightwing: 
The Target—$5.95 (July 25) 


WHY IT’S COOL Just get a look at Dizzy Cordova—the 
star of the very first 100 Bullets storyarc. She shows up in the mid- 
die of the dirty dealings goin’ on in Atlantic City, and she is 
one fine lookin’ chica, sporting an open shirt, no bra, a gold cru- 
cifix—and the black teardrop she eamed while gang bangin’. 
She's one woman who can kick ass and look good doin’ it! 
IN ISSUE #26 Conspiracy nut Mr. Branch re-tells stories 
of past characters in an issue designed as a perfect jumping- 
on point for new readers. Plus, it's got quest pencilers galore 
as Eduardo Risso gets a helping hand from such comic icons 
as Frank Miller, Jim Lee, J.G. Jones and Dave Gibbons, just to 
name a few. MR $2.50 By Azzarello, Risso and guests galore. 
uly 4) 

POW > (image) 

WHY IT’S COOL Consistently great stories by the Powers 
team aside, the series boasts one of the funniest letter columns 
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in comics. Like in issue #10 when Brian Michael Bendis ; 


on 


PRI 


(TwoMorrows Publishing) 

What do you get when you take 
an Avengers-style team of mon- 
keys and put them into a setting 
filled with espionage and 
intrigue? You get Primes, a crew 
ofeight super-smart simians who 
are humanity's last hope against 
the wicked Dr, Jonas Rabidd (the 
second “D" lets you know he's 
evil), Their adventures take them 
from mid-air collisions over 
Newark to ice storms in the 
Himalayas to a final showdown at 
Madison Square Garden all while 
risking nuclear annihilation. Simians Assemble! By Jon and 
Andrew Cooke. $3.95. (late July) 


dropped not one, not two but three Greg Rucka jokes (they're 

: really pals). Plus the nice words about WizarD are never a 
bad idea (hint, hint). 

; IN ISSUE #14 In the conclusion of the “Groupies” storyline, 

: Walker and Pilgrim solve the murder of Olympia, but don’t 
expect the typical ending. “You'll get one of the most eye- 
opening origins of a superhero to date,” explains Bendis. By 
Bendis and Mike Avon Oeming. MR $2.95 (late July) 

INISH 


% (Manel) 

| WHY IT’S COOL Maybe you forgot the way Punisher tossed 
| Ma Gnucci to the polar bears, leaving her a limbless torso? Or 
perhaps you failed to remember the way Punisher later kicked 
that limbless torso into a burning building? It's hijinks like 
this that made the Punisher mini-series such a blockbuster— 
's a no-brainer that Marvel greenlit an ongoing. 

IN ISSUE #2 Spider-Man swings by to team up with Frank 
Castle against an invincible human munitions factory. But 
being that this is Punisher's book, there's no telling what— 
ahem, punishment—Spidey may be in store for. By Garth 
Ennis, Steve Dillon and Jimmy Palmiotti. $2.99 (July 11) 


10 (witsmne) 

WHY IT’S COOL In this book, humanity is where you find 
it. New robot recruit Joe Pi (who looks a lot like a Shogun 
Warrior) gets the stink-eye from his new partners ‘cuz they're 
still reeling from the death of one of their co-workers. But 
thanks to a couple of odd events around the office—includ- 
ing Joe pretending a vending machine is his sister gone bad— 
the rest of the cops (and readers) end up taking a liking to Pi. 
Mmmm...Pi! 

IN ISSUE #12 It's the season finale to the inaugural run of 
Top 10, but all the loose threads will be tied up when the 
intrepid cops of Precinct 10 head out on a dangerous mis- 
sion to round up a gang of super-thugs. By Alan Moore, Gene 
Ha and Zander Cannon, $2.95 (july 18) 


z 1 PIDER-MAN (in) 
WHY IT’S COOL The much-anticipated debut of the King- 
pin and the Enforcers in issue #9 was definitely worth the 


wait. Not only did Mark Bagley do a sensational job capturing 
the characters in his art, but writer Brian Michael Bendis obvi- 
ously did his homework with the Kingpin. Who knew he wielded 
so much influence that he even owns every McDonald's in 
Manhattan? 

IN ISSUE #11 After getting his ass handed to him the first time 
they tangled, Spider-Man sets his sights on the Kingpin once 
more. Has Spidey finally bitten off more than he can chew? Also, 
Manhattan feels the effects of the Green Goblin's attack and 
deals with the aftermath. By Bendis, Bagley and Art Thibert. 
$2.25 (july 4) 


TIMA EN (ane!) 
WHY IT’S COOL Who knew Ultimate X-Men was also a vehi- 
cle for political commentary? Like when the president (who 
possesses a striking resemblance to George W.) made the 
idiot mistake of sending metal Sentinels to destroy the Savage 
Land, only for Magneto to reprogram them and lead them right 
back our way. Great “‘strategery” there, Georgie 

IN ISSUE #8 The “Weapon X” storyline continues as the 
X-Men investigate Logan’s mysterious past. Meanwhile, the 
team confronts another grad of the Weapon X program, while 
two other dangerous operatives observe from the shadows. 
By Mark Millar, Adam Kubert and Art Thibert. $2.25 (July 18) 


FA vi (Gark Horse) 
‘WHY IT’S COOL Usagi is such a bad-ass samurai, he doesn’t 


even need to draw his sword to beat his enemies. Like inissue | 
#47, when he takes on two rival gangs of gamblers who terrorize | 
a small village; somehow, he convinces the two warring bosses | 


to fight and kill each other, without drawing his blade! 

IN ISSUE #50 Usagi-san dead?! This can't be! Well, it looks 
like he's finally met his match, and of all people it's that street 
performer Kitsune who got the upper hand. Dark Horse 
promises that this issue of Usagi is the most shocking to dat 
By Stan Sakai. $2.99 (uly 18) @® 


REMAKING 
BATMAN 


PROJECT 


IMAGINARY 


$ 


LEE* 


STAN 


espte all the recent crossovers starring DC and Marvel characters, there was 

JJ one Marvel icon who many thought would never show up in @ DC comic— 

J Chairman Emeritus Stan Lee, who helped create Marvel mainstays lke 
Spider-Man, the X-Men, the Fantastic Four and the Avengers, among others. 

However, when Lee opted out of his exclusive Marvel contract two years ago, 
DC jumped at the chance to sign Lee up to pen his take on DC's icons. Thus was 
born an event like no other: Just Imagine Stan Lee..., a series of “imaginary” 
‘one-shots written by Lee and illustrated by a host of top artists, including Jim Lee 
(Wonder Women), Dave Gibbons (Green Lanter) and John Buscema (Superman). 

couldn't even believe any one wanted me to do tis," Lee remembers, “l 
was really shocked and honored, But worse than that wes when | realized | actu- 
ally had to start writing on deadine again.” 

First up in this event is Just Imagine Stan Lee with Joe Kubert Creating 
Batman, hitting stores July 4 for $5.95, Lee's take on Batman introduces Wayne 
Washington, a man falsely imprisoned for armed robbery. 

just sat down and thought of what | would have done with the idea of a 
bat-man and who'd be behind the mask,” said Lee. “I didn't want to improve on 
what Bob Kane did, | just wanted to explore my own idea of who this could have 
been.” 

Undergoing a special process that enhances his physique, Washington is 
released from jail with nothing but revenge on his mind, He adopts a pro wrestling 
identity known as Batman, a move that brings him fame, fortune~and the means 
to get his revenge, 

“just thought making Batman an accused criminal and seeking vengeance 
‘made him intresting,” the legend recounts dct just want the same old hero— 
| wanted him tobe different from all the other things I've done, An | really thought. 
it was time we had really important strip featuring a black man, Batman is such 
‘an important character, | think he may be the most important black character 

MIKE COTTON 
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BAZOOKA JULES 


TECHNO TERRORISTS TAKE ON A TYPICAL TEENAGER WHO ONLY WANTS 
HER NORMAL LIFE BACK IN THIS BRITISH IMPORT 


“Comics today seem to por- 
THE DIRT Normal teon Jules gets injected with a stolen, top-secret serum and transforms tray a large chest as an asset if 
into a superhero, Now she’s Bazooka Jules, a gun-toting diber-babe created by Neil Googe. you're a superheroine, but some- 
DIDJA LUKE? The super-cool female characterization of Jim Mahtood’s Gf Scouts, se. how I doubt that would be the 
‘mixed with ultra-dynamic art in the same vein as Joe Madureira’s Battle Chasers, make up case,” explains Googe. “I'llbe 
the world of Bazooka Jules, Va trying to show some of the dif- 
DIDJA KNOW fiooge plans on devoting an entire issue of Bazooka Jules / ficulties being built like that 
to petting even, “Issue 43 is my ‘it list’ issue," warns Googe. “Everyone who's might cause in real situations, cou- 
been unfair to me gets it.” Did we pled with the fact that not everyone 
mention how much we LOVED ‘wants to look that way. Jules hates 
Bazooka Jules? WU, her new ‘enhancements,’ and is 
i i. constantly battling to reduce them with 
the device that gave them to her.” 
Bazooka Jules, published by up-and-com- 
ing British powerhouse Com.X Comics, tells 
the story ofa typical 16-year-old girl who enters 
aworld she had assumed existed only in comics 
and in movies, a world she always wanted, but would 
do anything to escape from. 

“Basically, Jules is a schoolgirl who pretty much 
wants a normal life after she’s accidentally fused with a 
techno-organic simbiote [Editor's note: Leave it to them Brits 
to spell ‘symbiote” all funky] which had been devel- 

oped for soldiers,” explains Googe. “She gains 
YY ability to seemingly create any techni- 


jever judge a book by its x 
cover...evenif the cover | 
just happens to sport a 

sweet set of double Ds. \\ 

That's my own personal “Secret 
Stash” rule #1, which can sometimes 
bea tough rule to follow. Case in point, I 
had my doubts when I first saw the cover to 
Bazooka Jules #1. Granted, one look at the 
dynamic cover art and I knew Iwas in for 
a quality-drawn comic, but take a gander 
atJules and just trynottoenvisionthe / 
countless other silicon-enhanced 
superheroines that saturate the 
market these days—it’s damn 
near impossible! We can'teven 
show you the cover to #1, 
folls—it's that racy. 

However, that’s exactly 
what Neil Googe, creator, 
writer and penciler of the six- 
issue mini-series, wants you 
to notice, since he plans on 
blowing any preconceived 
notions you might have about 
top-heavy superheroines out 
of the water. 


cal equipment she can imagine from 
thinair, and she’s physically stronger 
than any normal person.” 

Issue #1 delves into Jules’ 
“normal” life: hanging out with 
friends, dealing with an annoy- 
ing little brother and wishing 
fora life of adventure like her 
favorite comic book charac- 
ters and film stars. But after a 
mysterious cat burglarnamed 
Eddie Daytona slips Jules a top- 
secret simbiote which injects her 
witha serum, she gets her wish—and 
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a world of trouble, as a host of villains, including evil corpora- 
tions, serial killers and biker gangs, try and take back the simbiote. 
“The first villains [Jules] will fight are The Family, a group of 


twisted individuals [equipped] with the next wave of experi- 


mental, updated versions of Jules’ simbiote—very nasty,” [Ew [elu wre | EN 
explains Googe. “These were created by our next major fim a S 
villain, White Sheep Technologies. There's a lot more to this 


organization than meets the eye, who pose a constant threat to 
Jules and her friends.” 

Along with arather unique story and character, Googe also 
displays a new breath of artistic talent that meshes his 
influences of art nouveau, manga, graffiti and the styles of cut- 
ting-edge comic artists like Mike Allred and Joe Madureira, The 
resultis the next step in great comic art; characters drawn in the 
same vein as Humberto Ramos and J. Scott Campbell and action 
scenes that are a tip of the hat to Batgirl penciler Damion Scott. 

Bazooka Jules covers all the bases, On the surface it's jam- 
packed with action and intrigue. Dig a little deeper and finda 
tongue-in-cheek commentary on the typical T&A comics all too 
prevalent in today’s industry. Overall however, Bazooka julesis 
an enjoyable romp through a world most comic fans dream of, Move over Spawn-there’s a new dark avenger in town, and he goes 
but could never handle. by the name of...Ken Smith. 

That said, if you have the ability to be a m: adult and Smith, president and CEO of Endless Horizons Entertainment and 
Jook past any preconceived notions you may have about a chesty Writer and creator of their flagship book Stark Raven, stands as a tes- 
superheroine, then! urge you to pick up this series. Nov tament to the notion that with plenty of perseverance, you too can make 
excuse me, I'm off to look for naked pics of Britn it in the independent comics biz, Now, with action figures in toy stores, 
the Internet and make fart noises with my armp’ an animated series in the making and RPGs and Stark Raven spin-offs 

‘on the horizon, Smith's seeing his hard work pay off. 
THE LAST WORD: It's the British Invasion “| feel we accomplished our mission of breaking into the comic 
with Bazooka Jules' eye-popping art, exciting sto: EB) book scene with depth of story, detailed art, intriguing concepts and 
twist on a character you may think you alzeady have Soured J characters” says Smith lam thrilled with how far we've come.” 
Out, I CASEY SEUIAS i) Stark Raven features a dark hero, government cover-ups and 
the supernatural all wrapped up in a serial murder mystery. But the 


WANNA td THIS SERIES UP? story of how this book came to be is just as impressive as Smith's 


we - Stick-to-it-iveness, 
Gall 1-888-COMIG-B00K to locate your nearest conic shop, or Vit ComLX Camis Webs at if site 
wirw.comxcomics.com andi ot hw oor hs seis, Know about col Bea ea fel UiGeneraliice t0bize the afte kre of thes Stari Raven 


deseres our tention? Ema us at secretstash@wizardworld.com owe t Seuet idee explais Siti Eke ia ot ob Seerane eae OU 
Stash, c/o Wizatd Enertainment, 151 Wels Av, Congers, NY, 10920 identity, and it was my search for identity within drastic and painful 


changes in my life that | created Stark Raven. 

“When | started actually writing, plotting and designing my idea 
for a dark superhero, | didn't realize how much of Stark Raven's 
internal conflict would mirror my own struggles in life. | envisioned 
a hero that was basically good, but was torn by circumstances, by 
choosing some wrong paths and by his own questioning mind. | had 
worked up numerous artistic renditions and character designs over 
the years, and slowly met talent at conventions.” 

Smith remembers what it 
was like to be a struggling inde- 
pendent comic publisher and 
gives advice to those who are in 
that position. 

“Flesh out your ideas before 
penciling your first panel,” advises 
Smith. “Make sure you're doing 
it because you love it first, 
because there are a lot of books 
vying for very limited shelf space 
and consumer dollars. It really 
takes a well thought out plan, 
passion, money, a little luck and 
a lot of guts to penetrate the mar~ 
ket as a newcomer.” mics 


TT'S ALIVE Jules gets a taste of what the 
can do when she meets burglar Eddie Daytona. 
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MEET ALL OF THE BIGGEST 


ED McGUINNESS 
JIM LEE 
HUMBERTO RAMOS 
PHIL JIMENEZ 
BRIAN AZZARELLO 
PHIL HESTER 


GEORGE PEREZ 


BART SEARS 
BRANDON PETERSON ~_ 
MARK WAID Px 
GREG LAND k, 
RON MARZ es ae 
BARBARA KESEL ‘ : Wisi THE | 


JIM CHEUNG 
a ALEX ROSS MUSEUM 
Syeye ENG SEE A GALLERY OF ORIGINAL PAINTINGS, 


SCOT EATON - SKETCHES AND SUPERHERO COSTUMES, 
STEVE MCNIVEN ‘4 PHOTOS AND PROPS FROM ROSS’ 
2 ‘ PERSONAL COLLECTION! 
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Earth X/Universe X creators! __ WITH,YOUR’ADVANC! KET;ORDER 
& ve 


DOUG BRAITHWAITE 
FOR ADVANCE TICKETS 


JIM KRUEGER 
BILL RHEINHOLD / 


WE 


(Coll wekdays between 
9am. and 5 p.m EST) 


mail for all orders 


Tickets are sent via first cl 
received by 8/3/01. All orders received after that date 


Payment must be included with all orders. Send a check 
or money order payable to Entertainment Conventions, 


or pay by credit card, We accept Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and Discover. Credit card orders must 
include the cardholder's name, the complete card num- 
ber and expiration date. With payment, please send your 
name, address, and the specific days that you will be 
attending to: Wizard World Chicago 2001, P.O, Box 656 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. For the fastest service 
order online at www.wizardworld.com, 


Cae FREE! | 


UNDER 


i “eal roe of an adult ticket, 


Gee A cates 8 2 


and through 8/10/01 wil be held for pickup at the door 
Al orders received after 8/10/01 will ot be processed 
and returned to sencler 

For travel and hotel information, call Tell Travel at 
800-865-9038 ext. 666 

All advance ticket orders wil receive a FREE Wiz 
ard World Exclusive comic book along with early admis- 
sion on Saturday and Sunday 


COLLECTC 


SIGNED, SLABB 


oes a creator's signature increase or decrease 
the value of a comic? 

While some people consider the addition of a 
signature a bonus, others view it as a defect—mostly 
because anyone could have signed the book. That con- 
cemis about to vanish if the Comics Guaranty Corporation 
(CGC) has anything to say about it. 

CGC, the most popular comics grading service, will 
launch a new "Signature Series” line in conjunction with Top 
Cow this summer. Top Cow creators will sign a limited 
number of comics, which are then sent to CGC for slabbing, 
guaranteeing the authenticity of the signature 


[NETIGAINS 


ED AND SOLD 


and creating an instant collectible that fans are sure to 
know is the real deal. 

“With the Signature Series, it’s in the CGC case 
already,” said CGC Primary Grader Steve Borock. “It's 
been authenticated by us, and you know you're getting 
the actual signature.” 

The first book to launch from the Signature Series will be 
Tomb Raider #1 in July. According to Top Cow Editor-in- 
Chief Matt Hawkins, Signature books will be limited to 80 to 
100 copies, pulled from the existing Top Cow inventory. 

Top Cow will sell some Signature books for an as-yet- 

undetermined price at conventions and, according 
to Hawkins, on online auction sites, but most will 
be made available to retailers through incentive 
programs. Hawkins added that Darkness #1 is also 
being considered for the Signature Series. 


Like CGC’s current practice of denoting cer- 
tain types of graded books with a color bar (red 
for modern books, purple for restored books, 
green for qualified books and blue for everything 
else), the Signature Series will have a yellow bar. 

But that doesn’t mean you should start send- 
ing CGC your old pile of Alpha Flights that you 
had John Byme sign at some convention in 1992. 
“We won't take a comic that someone got signed 
seven years ago,” said Borock. “We can’t authen- 
ticate that. Right now we’re only doing the 
Signature Series directly with publishers, but 
we're also working on ways to do something in 
conjunction with conventions where we can 
authenticate the signings. Right now it would 
be too expensive for us to send CGC employ- 
ees to individual stores just to watch someone 
sign books.” 

Any publisher can get involved in the 
Signature Series, said Borock. CGC may work 
with the Chaos! Comics publishing company 
next in the Signature Series. 

How much value will the slabbed signature 
add? “This is a whole new day,” said Borock. 
“For all know, it might not add anything. The 
market's going to set itself. But at least if you 

see something online and someone says, 
‘Well, it’s signed by so-and-so,’ now you're 
going to know for sure.” I JIM AREHART 


WHAT'S MY NAME? Fans have no more wort 


whether that sign: 
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MARVELS FACELIFT 


Marvel uses new logo on newsstand 
arvel's Ultimate line of comics may be going gang- 
busters with fans—but what about Marvel Unlimited? 

The company has changed the titles on the covers of some 
newsstand versions of their comics. The contents and cover 
art are the same, but the retitled issues bear a different logo 
and emphasize the cover date instead of the issue number. 

Marvel explains the variants were created due to the return- 
able sales system. When a title ends, a publisher has to start at 
ground zero if they want to distribute a new comic. Now with 

Marvel's newsstand variants, the actual comic title will stay the 

same, evenif the contents are different. At press time, affected 

titles were Citizen V, Daredevil, Marvel Knights, Startling Stories, 

Spider-Man: Tangled Web and X-treme X-Men. 

The ratio of these variants to regular direct-market comics 
is proportional to Marvel's direct sales vs. returnable sales: 
roughly 10 to 1 in favor of the direct market. ll KARL CRAMER 


Back issues and trades of Eclipse Comics’ Miraclemar 
have soared in price lately-and they should shoot up even more soon. Fan 
interest in Miracleman jumped up when Mike Moran (MIM's secret ID) appeared 
in Hellspawn #6, and word on the street says the character made popular by 
‘Alan Moore will appear on the last page of Hellspawn #12 and the cover of 13. 
Plus, Marvel Comics is rumored to be considering publishing the never- 
seen Miracleman #25, written by Neil Gaiman. So buy those Miracleman 

ticketsthis train's taking off. 
May was a massive X-month, with the 
new X-Treme X-Men and retooled New X-Men, Uncanny X- 
~ Men and X-Force all hitting shelves. Result? 
&} The top four selling books for the month were 
all mutant missives (see “Top 50,” page 117). 
{t's an X-world, We're just living in it 
Sink your teeth into these 
numbers: Powers from Image Central has 
risen up Diamond Comics Distribution’s 
‘sales charts an amazing 10 issues in 2 
‘row. In that time, the book has moved 
up in sales rank 132 places! Does that 
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cations are that con business is “—S 
booming! Oakland's WonderCon and the 
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MOST POPULAR BOOKS ON Wizano's “HOT 10 
COMICS” LIST IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS 
* Chyna #1, Green Arrow (vol, 1) #137, Green Arrow (vol. 2) #41, Marvel 
Boy #1, Powerpuff Girls #1, Powers #2, Red Star 3H and Ultimate X- 


‘Men (Dynamic Forces Concept Sketch Cover) # tied eight ways (1) for 
fourth place. 


BATGIRL #2 


Pittsburgh Comic Con reported big attendance increases, and publishers and 
dealers alike were wowed by brisk sales. Put on your geek shoes-it's time to go 
to the con. 


Oni Press’ new series Queen & Country, written by 
Greg Rucka (Detective Comics), has proven to be a breakout hit-Oni avershipped 
issue #1 to retailers by 25%, and the comic still sold out nationwide in one week. 
‘Snap one up quick if you can find it-look for the cool-as-hell Tim Sale cover. 
° In a surprise move, early issues of WildStorm/DC's Authority- 
#1-#12-have seen a clip in price, That's just the Warren Ellis-written issues; fans 
are still strong on current writer Mark Millar (Uitimate X-Men). The cause may 
be that all of Warren Ellis’ books have declined in value lately, or it may just be 
that fans are losing patience, what with the long gaps in shipping recent issues. 
‘Whoa-slow down! WildStorm/DC's 
1999 mini-series Speed Racer has doubled in back-issue 
value this month, from $2.50 to $5 for all three issues. 
Maybe Wizaro’s recent “When Worlds Collide” feature from 
issue #116, featuring a Speed Racer pin-up by Joseph Michael 
Linsner, had something to do with it. Too bad WildStorm 
has since let their Speed Racer rights lapse, 


SPEED RACER 


GAMMA GARBAGE Hey kids, you can sell ata ane even 
your garbage! Witness the “Superhero Stickers” Hulk Wrapper fim 
(right). Hulkie looks pretty mad, saying, “You heard me! | said 
these are Superhero Stickers!” Why throw such a gem away J 
when it will sell for $6.83? 
SUBBY BUDDY Imperious Rex! Believe it or not, Namor the Sub- 
Mariner had his own fan club decades back. In order to be an fj 
official member, you had to have 
the Official Sub-Mariner Fan Club 
Button (left). Slap down $23.05 online a the next best thing 
PMA) to being a denizen of Atlantis. 
CEREAL KILLER Hold the phone! We have an impostor on our 
hands! Not to be confused with beloved cereal icon Cap'n 
Crunch, Captain Krunch (with a K!) is muscling in on the true 
Crunch’s territory. He doesn't pre 
have his own cereal yet, but this Captain Krunch Adventure 
Record (right) sold for $9.99, 
LITE FRITE Think Lite Brites were made just for crafting images 
of clowns and flowers? You're way off. Those colorful little pegs 
are tailored specifically for the Marvels, baby! For proof, check 
ut the Lite Brite Superheroes Picture Refil. Sold for $1.99, the 
packaging features some kids gleefully assembling the Hulk's 
fearsome visage, 
BIG LEAGUE GHEW The “Secret Wars” Gumball Dispensers ; 
feature Marvel stalwarts such as Spider-Man, Captain America, and Dr. Octopus (what, no 
Klaw or Volcana?), These guys’ proportions are a little mutated (as is the gum), but for $17, 
how can ya argue? 
HYDRO-MAN BEWARE! It happens more often than you fF Siakout your 
think-Spider-Man finds himself immersed in a large body of PAStC WD VCR SCE 
water! The Amazing Spider-Man Wind-Up Swimmer, sold for ere ty aman 
$9.99, shows Spidey happily (yet intently) swimming on the UAMiaTtCrinons 


ing he's Lt 151 Wels Ave, Congers, NY 10920 
package. Good thing he’s a natural-born breaststroker. leat slsal Gea ature 


850,000 
Amount under bud- 
get that the 
production of “Jay 
and Silent Bob 
Strikes Back” came 
inat, in U.S. dollars 


2,550 amount, inUS. dollars, that 
a CGC-graded 9.8 Iron Man (vol. 1) #1 
sold for in May 2001 


305 amount, in US, dollars, that a 
CGC-graded perfect 10.0 Avengers (vol. 
3) #1 sold for in May 2001 


3 Number of printings Green Arrow #1 
has gone through 


os 
3'Z number of daysit took DC Comics 
to sell completely out of two printings of 
Green Arrow #1 


2 Number of printings Green Arrow #2 
has gone through 


21 number of days it took DC Comics 
to sell completely out of the first printing 
of Green Arrow #2 


IN BACK-ISSUE BINS 


Hey, you know how Kevin Smith's Green Arrow is going through 
multiple printings and still selling out like crazy? Sure you do. 
Well, though a lot of people may pick up GA ‘cuz it's written by 
‘Smith, they'll stay for the sturdy-lined art of up-and-comer Phil 
Hester, whose stock is rising faster than Bob Dole watching a 
Britney Spears commercial. The multi-talented Hester not only 
penciled a recent Uitimate Marvel Team-Up arc, he also wrote 
the Oni Press mini-series The Coffin, currently valued at a mere 
$2.95. This great story has recently been optioned for a film by 
“Titanic” director James Cameron's Fox-based Lightstorm Entertainment-snap it up before 


it’s too late, 
IC RACKS 


jj) The Hulk's popping up all over the place lately: his own series, 
Avengers, Defenders, and the recent Hulk Smash! mini-series by 
®) Garth Ennis, Wel, the Jade Giant's finally gonna get serious this 
| July in Startling Stories: Banner #1, written by thrilla master 

] Brian Azzarello (Hellblazer) and drawn by stylized artist Richard 
§) Corben (Helblaze). Delving deep into the psyche of Banner-a 

H man who feels like a walking time bomb-it's sure to 
foreshadow what's in store for Marvel's new mature line (See 
say on ipa 16). So if you wanna aaa Chis it out. 


1 O number of pages per day that 
Elektra artist Chuck Austen can 
crank out with his computerized, 3-D 
modeling program 


G number of May 2001's 
Top 10-selling books that 
are X-titles (New X-Men 
#114, Uncanny X-Men #394, 
X-Treme X-Men #1 and 
Ultimate X-Men #6 hold slots 
No. 1-No. 4; Wolverine #164 
ranks at No. 9 and Brotherhood 
#1 at No. 10) 


5 amount, in U.S. dollars, 
that 100 Bullets cover artist 
Dave Johnson paid to become an 
ordained minister in the Universal 
Life Church 
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- COLLECTOR 


™ Collecting tips, and 
comiicltrivia\from)) 


Bah! Ignoring my repeated admonitions that pocket galaxies are the 
hottest collectible right now (If you're interested, | have some for 
sale aboard my starship), and barring that, weapons of universal 
destruction, the inane powers-that-be at Wizaro have decided you 
“readers” need to know about the hottest statues and mini-busts 
right now. It's convention season, they said. So check out below: 


TOP 25 HOTTEST STATUES AND MINI-BUSTS 
THIS SUMMER 


BOWEN DESIGNS 
Grendel Statue (Hunter Rose 
‘Ast run, blue box) $400.00 


BOWEN DESIGNS/MARVEL 
Ant-Man Mini-Bust $200.00 
Black Panther 
Mini-Bust 

Captain America Statue 
(Golden Age version) $175.00 


$135.00 


‘Superman Statue (sculpted 
by Randy Bowen) $415.00 


GRAPHITTI DESIGNS 


Doc Savage Bust $500.00 


ILLUSIVE CONCEPTS 
Han Solo in Carbonite $995.00 


MOORE CREATIONS 


The first numeral indicates current sales rank; the second, sales rank the 
previous month, Titles denoted with a (-) weren't available last month. 


1, () New X-Men #114 (Marvel) 
2. (2) Uncanny X-Men #394 (Marvel) 
3. (-) X-Treme X-Men #1 (Marvel) 
4, (1) Ultimate X-Men #6 (Marvel) 
8. (9) Green Arrow #4 (DC) 
6. (4) Ultimate Spider-Man #9 (Marvel) 
7. (6) JLA #54 (DC) 
8, (5) Amazing Spider-Man #31 (Marvel) 
9. (7) Wolverine #164 (Marvel) 
() The Brotherhood #1 (Marvel) 
. (10) Avengers #42 (Marvel) 
. (8) Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #4 (Marvel) 
. (12) Daredevil #18 (Marvel) 
. (14) Spawn #110 (Todd McFarlane 
Productions/Image) 
. (16) Fantastic Four #43 (Marvel) 
. (33) X-Force #116 (Marvel) 
. (17) Peter Parker: Spider-Man #31 (Marvel) 
. (-) Rising Stars #16 (Top Cow/Image) 
19. (15) Tangled Web #2 (Marvel) 
20. (18) Universe X #10 (Marvel) 
21. (23) Superman #170 (DC) 
22, (-) JLA: Incarnations #1 (DC) 
23, (22) Thor #37 (Marvel) 
24. (20) Batman #591 (DC) 
28. (21) JSA #24 (DC) 
26. (25) Detective Comics #758 (DC) 
27. (26) Midnight Nation #8 (Top Cow/Image) 
28. (32) Iron Man #42 (Marvel) 
29. (-) Out There #1 (WildStorm/DC) 


Out There co-writer/penciler Humberto Ramos 
on similarities between Out There and his old 
book, Crimson: “It's not as dark. It still has a 
supernatural phenomenon in it, but it also has 
comedy and adventure. I'd say it’s closer to 
something like Impulse—you'll laugh, but 
there's also a lot of action.” 
30. (30) Captain America #43 (Marvel) 
31. (31) Batgirl #16 (DC) 
32. (40) Adventures of Superman #592 (DC) 
33. (37) Nightwing #87 (DC) 
34. (38) Action Comics #779 (DC) 
35. (39) Thunderbolts #52 (Marvel) 
36. (43) Incredible Hulk #28 (Marvel) 
37. (42) Cable #93 (Marvel) 
38. (41) Superman: The Man of Steel, 
114 DC) 
(44) Green Lantern #138 (DC) 
(29) JLA: Black Baptism #3 (DC) 
) Batman: Gotham Knights 
@c) 
) Batman: Legends of the 
Dark Knight #143 (DC) 


Cyclops Mini-Bust $175.00 $400.00 
Daredevil Statue 
(yellow) 

Hulk Mini-Bust 
tron Man Mini-Bust 
(modern) $235.00 
Magneto Mini-Bust $125.00 
Spider-Man Bronze Statue, 
came with Peter Parker 
Bronze Mini-Bust (1st 35 of 
production run only) $2,600.00 
Storm Mini-Bust $130.00 
Thor Statue $475.00 
Thor Mini-Bust $250.00 


Lady Death Statue 


$300.00 
$300.00 


guide, check 
out July's 
TovFare #49% 


CREATIVE LICENSE 
Elektra Statue 
(white costume) 
Wolverine Statue 


$250.00 


yee 


(Sentinel Series) $250.00 


43. (51) Just A Pilgrim #3 
lack Bull Entertainment) 


SELLS. AND 
BOOBIES. 


DC DIRECT/DE COMICS 
Batman Statue (sculpted 

hy Randy Bowen) $1,100.00 
Batman Snowglobe $150.00 


44. (47) Defenders #8 (Marvel) 

45. (48) Witchblade #48 (Top 
Cow/Image) 

46. (50) Marvel Knights #13 (Marvel) 

47, (49) Harley Quinn #8 (DC) 


48. (53) Titans #29 (DC) 
49. (52) Spectre #5 (DC) 
50. (59) Wonder Woman #170 (DC) 


Batman: The Dark Knight 
Returns Statue $250.00 
Lobo Statue $350.00 
Nightwing Statue $215.00 
‘Sandman Statue (sculpted 

by Randy Bowen), $900.00 


Fortis month's complete Top 200, including analysis, goto wizardweorld.com! 
FANTASTIC FOUR Led by Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely on 
New X-Men, the new X-creative teams debuted this mont 
books captured the top four sales 
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4 GREEN ARROW (vol. 2) #1 


|: Kevin Smith 
ee Phil Hester & Ande Parks 
Everybody sing along, folks, ‘cuz “Schoolhouse Rock” 
as right-three is @ magic number! Take Green Arrow 
441 for instance: It's stayin’ strong at No. 1 for three 
‘consecutive months now, and because of that, DC has 
‘had to print it three times. Now if you want to add this 
Jewel to your collection, you're going to have to fork 
‘ver $3 not oncé, not twice, but three times, as 41's 
‘going for $10 a pop! Okay, our math sucks—but it was 
‘so much fun singing along. LAST MONTH: 1 


3 GREEN ARROW (vol. 2) #2 


WRITER: Kevin Smith 
ARTISTS: Phil Hester & Ande Parks 

Retailers ordered the livin’ heck outta Green Arraw #2 as 
well, but look at it now-reprnted once and comin’ ona sec- 
ond, setting collectors back $6 and jumping a whopping five 
places from last month! The way things are looking could 
Smiths entire Green Arrow run take aver the entre Hot 10 
list in afew months? LAST MONTH: 8 


Wizarp, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye on the 
country’s hottest back issues. These are the books ringing the registers this month. 


I —e SPIDER-MAN #30 


WAITER: J. Michael Straczynski 

ARTISTS: John Romita Jr. & Scott Hanna 
Retailers ordered the livin’ heck out of the first ish of 
JMS's run on Amazing, but in the world of comics 
y| retailing, that doesn't mean diddly since #30 sold out 
almost immediately. Currently, first printings are now 
‘going fora healthy five bucks each and rising, Besides 
that, when was the last time a core Spider-Man book 
cracked the top three? Probably when Aunt May didn't 
hhave to wear Depends on a daily basis, LAST MONTH: 
NR. (NOT RATED) 


4 ULTIMATE X-MEN #1 


CONCEPT SKETCH COVER) 
WRITER: Mark Millar 

ARTISTS: Adam Kubert & Art Thibert 
Ifyou happen tobe interested in adding this scarce variant 
to your collection the time to act is now since there stl 
atively affordable at $48 a pop. Wait any longer and you 
might have to hock one of your Kidneys, sella baby on the 
black market or pawn your collection of Fabergé Eggs online. 
LAST MONTH: 2 


5 ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN # 5 


WAITERS: Brian Michael Bendis & Bill Jemas 
ARTISTS: Mark Bagley & Art Thibert 

If by chance you've been living under a rack (or in 
Mississippi) forthe past year, this whole Ultimate Spder- 
Man ting is HUGE. Why else would issue #5 crack te top 
five with no variant cover, no new character introductions 
and despite the fact it wasn't underordered”? Now that’s 
huge. LAST MONTH: N.R. 


GHELLSPAWN #6 


WRITERS: Steve Niles & Brian Michael Bendis 
ARTIST: Ashley Wood 

Listen ever so carefully Kiddies, and you will her the lng 
awaited return of Miracleman within. Yes indeed, Mike Moran 
makes a surprising cameo inthis issue of Helopawn and for 
you MM fans out ther, grab this ish fast wil its stl aford- 
able, considering actual Miccleman books cost an arm and 
a leg these days, LAST MONTH: NL. 


HELLS 


2AWN 


Se AcTUANHRUAAN 
BP WRITERS: Geoff Johns & David Goyer 

: ISA ARTISTS:Stephen Sadowski & Michael Bair 
Usten not very carefully Kiddies, and you wil hear the long- 
awaited(?)retum of Hawkman-since he's right on the cover, 
for cryin’ outloud! Yes indeed, Thanaga’s favorite son makes 
his first full comic appearance in years, and fans have det- 
intely let the good folks at DC know that the return has 
been a long time coming by purchasing this ish in good 
twumbers, LAST MONTH: N.R. 


SINCREDIBLE HULK #24 


WRITER: Paul Jenkins 

ARTISTS: John Romita Jr. & Dick Giordano 
‘And you thought Junior Romita was only limited to drawing 
Spider-Man? For shame. It seems the team up of Romita 
and Jenkins have thrown collectors into a buying frenzy, 
causing not only this issue to sell out, but issues #25 and 
#26 to sell out as well, and when was the last time an 
Incredible Hulk book did that? LAST MONTH: N.R. 


SWONDER WOMAN #164 


WRITERS: Phil Jimenez & J.M. DeMatteis 
ARTISTS: Phil Jimenez & Andy Lanning 
‘Who woulda thunk that inthe year 2001 DC's top seing char- 
acters would be Green Arow, Hawkman and Wonder Woman? 
Certainly not us. Who's next, Ambush Bug? Thanks to the sen- 
G| sational art and writing of Jimenez, Wonder Woman books 
#4] have become well sught after commits, wth issue #164 

selng out and currently going fora twice the cover price, 
= LAST MONTH: 4 
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10 JUST A PILGRIM #1 
(J.G. JONES VARIANT COVER) 
WRITER: Garth Ennis 
ARTIST: Carlos Ezquerra 
Black Bul Entertainment's franchise playa is stayin’ strong, 
rounding out the Top 10 thanks toa combination of super- 
soribe Garth Ennis and a rare variant cover by JG. Jones. 
How rare, you might ask? We're talking one-in-every-20, 
now-going-or-$10.50-a-pop rare, LAST MONTH: 8 
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CREATOR BREVIATIONS Feed Ueln,ine Famer, ark mand, ibe. Lara, a 
a sy 3 ae ae Ba Cassaday, Jon... Delgado, Ricardo. Felche, Norman ‘Hemandez, Jaime... ‘Larsen, Erk. 
Benet, Richard Castetin, Claudio Dal, John Femy, Pasoual .... emandez, Michael Lash, Batton 
Bema, ee (stil, Anthony Dellatteis, JM... Finch, David Homer, Ben ...,....0..BHe | Lashley, Ken 
Slagham, deny... (avali,Joey Dead, J, Mike Fingerath, Danny... A Lau, Kevin... 
Bisley, Siman Chadvik, Pau Deodats, Mike Fisher, Hart Het, Jamie Laws, Dan... 
Bese, Stepen 885 | Chang, Berard Celis, Did Feet Jin Von Hig, Jia Lavrance, itor 
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‘MINESERIES (1995-1996) 
1A Ku Bln: Samaritan, 


(0: Honor Gar, ©: Ai City. 1000, 
18 2nd it... 295 
2 Ku Ban: Siver Agen shad) 800 
5 KBu Bin ©: Jackte-Theor 100 
4 Ke Btn ©: The Hanged an, 

O: The Fst Fay. go 
5 KBu Bin @: Gackrad 2° "1300 
6 Kou Bia 1400 
ACA ae pa nicer 4995 
NC mie ST ene) 85 
IMAGEHOMAGE (1996-1986) 
‘ek Wiad masa ogo 
‘YB Pawn Eton 100 


AC nd ent ee coer 


SP Y:) wizard #119 


JAPHRODITEIX 
IMAGE/TOP COW (2000-CURRENT) 


N 5 & MORE COMIC PRICES GO TO WIZARDWORLD.COM 


COMICS’ GREATEST mone 


Sony ee urea to te Uae Nasera! Wen Goa 
Jeader Solovar is killed in a car bombing, Ulgo and a posse of 
‘evil monkeys decide to overthrow humanity. The JLA team is 
called to GC for a meeting, but gets zapped with a gun that 
‘tums them into genuine, brainwashed knuclle-draggers (All 
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smelly animals, In pre-Crisis continuity, test animal Beppo 
was actually a stowaway on Clark's shuttle from Krypton. As a 
Superbaby, Clark was often annoyed by the creature's 
propensity for imitating his every move, including blowing 
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PLANET OF THE APES (2001) 
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to be a trainee, learning how to walk little old ladies 
across the street. A nice guy? Sure. Does it excuse the 
red, white and blue hair? No chance. 
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NEW TEEN TITANS (vol. 1) #15 (1982) 
So, we've established that any comic monkey worth his 
‘weight in bananas is an intellectual giant, Here we exam- 
{ne the social implications of an ape with an apparent 
French background. Monsieur Mallah was a member of 
the Brotherhood of Evil, out to wreak general havoc and 
often coming up against the Teen Titans. Despite his lack 
of any true powers, Mallah’s penchant for saying thinks 
like, Zee Brotherhood of Evil shall be triumphant!” and 
“Ouilis disarming enough to make him a formidable foe. 
As ifwe needed another reason to detest the French. 
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‘aid of mind tricks from Jean, Xavier, and Dazzler- 
-and a ‘Snikt'in the gut from Wolverine—Magneto's 
‘defeated, his limp body left on display in Genosha 
While the Genoshans are freed from his tyranny. 
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“I want you!” As our nation cele- 
brates its 225th(!) anniversary, one 
character (okay, besides Captain 
America) resonates as the 
spokesman for the United States— 
my uncle and yours, Uncle Sam. 
Born from wartime propaganda, 
this icon grew into a worldwide 
symbol of freedom and justice. 
Suitably, these were also the 
makings of a Quality Comics super- 
hero, Featured in National Comics, 
Uncle Sam Comics and many other 
titles, the good Uncle was fond of 
Imocking the crud out of the Axis 
powers. Befitting a legend, Uncle 
Sam was joined by some truly leg- 
endary artists: Masters like Will 
Eisner, Lou Fine and Reed Crandall 
all lent their amazing skills to Uncle 
Sam, resulting in an abundance of 
classic covers, many of which still 
resonate even today. 
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She's sexy. She's alluring. She's dangerous. She's like any woman we've ever 
met, (Actually, all the women we've wanted to meet, but who wouldn't talk to us. 
Snobs.) The assassin Elektra burst from the pages of Daredevil as a supporting 
character to become a cult favorite. 
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ELEKTRA ASSASSIN #1 Artist supreme Bill 
Sienkiewicz illustrates untold tales ofthe buxom killer 
{in an eight-issue mini-series, 
CURRENT VALUE: $6 


‘A. DAREDEVIL (vol. 1) #168 (1981)-Elektra makes her grand entrance, 
‘with creator Frank Miller doing the honors of writing and penciling her curves. Trained 
by the Hand in martial-arts prowess, she went on to become a work-for-hire Killer, 
putting her at odds with former flame Matt Murdock. 


B, DAREDEVIL (vol. 1) #181 (1982)-In one of comicdom’s greatest 
‘moments, crazy nut Bul ih Kills Elektra in an attempt to win her position as the 
Kingpin's choice assassin, Daredevil goes nuclear and nearly beats him to death. More 
happy fun by Miller. * 


 DAREDEVIL (vol. 1) #190 (1983)-C'mon, nobody stays dead in comics, 
‘The Hand attempt to resurrect Elektra using dubious means, Daredevil and Stone of the 
Ghaste group stop them, but Stone goes on to finish the deed at a secret location. 
Daredevil was blind to the whole operation. (Heh.) 

ames = = 


D. ELEKTRA LIVES AGAIN (1990)—Frank Miller returns to write and pencil 
‘ graphic novel that manages to be both good and wlll the same time, 
Matt Murdock suffers and mourns over Elektra’s death, Plenty of fish in the sea, dude, 
She's not the only sexy assassin out there, Move on. 


E. ELEKTRA (vol. 1) #1 (1995)—Tales of Elektra’s early training as a ninja 
are presented here, The first CLE for the babe is met with lukewarm reaction. 
Apparently, unless Murdock is crying in his carrats over her, fans aren't interested, 


F. ELEKTRA (vol. 2) #1 (2001)-Hot-cha! Brain Michael Bendis decides he's 
‘tot doing enough work, and gets a crack at a second ongoing for the assassin chick. 
We're so excited over this combo that we're previewing it in this issue of Wizana—23 
whole pages! Hope that’s not more than you can handle in one sitting. 
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Payment must be included with all orders. Send a check 
or money order payable to Entertainment Conventi 


T re sent via first class mail for all orders. f 
received by 8/3/01. All ord eived after that date 
and through 8/10/01 will be held for pickup at the door 
ist All orders received after 8/10/01 will not be processed 
| and returned! to sender 
your For tr hotel information, gall Tell Travel at 
days that you will be 800-865-9038 ext. 666, A 
attending to: Wizard World Chicago 2001, P.0. Box 656 All advance ticket orders will receive a FREE 
tDeR Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. For the fastest service Wizard World Exclusive comic hook along with early 
GET IN onder online al www.wizardworld.com. admission on Saturday and Sunday. 
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WIZARD'S GUIDE 
TO GRADED BOOKS 


‘ecurity. 
Ss ‘That’s what you get with comic books that are professionally graded by || 

a third party. Take the Comics Guaranty Corporation (CGC), for example. |] 
They’ll inspect your comic, assign the book a grade, seal it and encase it ina 
plastic protective holder. Books that have been graded by CGC sell for a premium. 
over ungraded hooks in the same condition because an impartial grade removes | 
any doubt buyers or sellers may have about what they’re trading, and folks are 
willing to pay for that reassurance. 

This checklist has prices for books that have seen a lot of market attention 
for the past 10 to 15 years, and are now selling as CGC-graded books at the 9.4, 
9.6 and 9.8 grades—for prices usually well above guide price. We've also list- 
ed the Wizarp guide price for comparison. All series are volume one unless 
otherwise indicated. There are grades of 9.9 and 10—however, few books ever 
achieve such high status. Those that do can sell for many times the price of the 
same book with a 9.8 grade. Look for coverage on these hot sellers in our “’Net 
Gains” section every month. 


COLOR OF MONEY The strip lop every CGC-graded book is one of four 
colors, Red: “Modem” (1875 and up). Purple: “Restored” (The book has been 
altered after publication to make it apear in better shape than before). Green: 
“Qualified” (A book witha serious defect, Blue: “Universal” (everything ese. 
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ST7-) wizard #119 


TITLE & ISSUE #.., WIZPE #119 .....9.4 .. 


4 


15. 
AUTHORITY #1 


Som WOTICCOEE acc cova ce Wizaro Guide Price: $15 


AUTHORITY #1 


Akos 1 ei 390 
CGC 9.8 Price: $62 


tes 11 Croion a. 
Fah 3 et x 450 
Foon 8 Coan bp Si a... 25 
agen | edn x. 

ig Nata 

9905 1/2 sen 

gS 1 aati gy oe 
Wil Wind aC 
Wide 25 Gl Spee Hed 
‘Wait /lon a 1/2 


| emmy MAGE COMICS/WILDSTORM | 

Wea ons 1 Cor AUTHORITY #2 
Bike Goes} Grain, CGC 9.8 Price: $46 

‘tle Choses 2 D. Forces Botletrme 

‘ang Ge 20. Fes al Fol ‘ NOPE. 

ange Gl 2 Gin Cover : 

Danger Gel 310 Ger 

a Gi et cp Coe 

‘Uncanny Yen 133, 
‘Uncanny Xen 136, 
‘Uncanny Xen 137 
‘Uncanny Xen 138 
‘Uncanny Xen 137 
Ucn Yen 140 


WHEAT Gl 

Una 147 
ay ie 148 
Uy Yen 149 
Aca 5) 
ry Ye 185 
hry ie 200 
ry er 210 
cry Hen 213 
Umory Ye 244 
ory Ye 256 
Ure 270 
Umar 281 
Umary fe 320 son 
Unread 3 
Umer Hen fo 14 
Web of Siete 
abo Spiro 29 
Woh 
Whi 10 
Webi MerSeies 
Wh 3 Mees 
os 24 
We | Wee Coe. 


t2trerss2 2B 


BiB 22's 
sit't's's (a's 


3223s 't'1't'8's 


7250 


t32323B 


& 


25222522 


Niky, Age eS 
oh] Maes 
Pith 4 ies 
Specocdr Spideriton 
Spec Si 


Ang Sie 191 
Aang iden 198 

ang Sidon 200 ns 
og Sen 738 ite a. 58 
Ana Speen 239 a 
Ana Speen 209 150. 
ig Seton 251 


Speen | Shs 
‘Spierten 2 

Sie 

‘Spideen 12 

Sie: xu 
‘Spier 6 Woh 

Sieh Us ¥ Speen / 
Sor iss 

Sr Was 100 

Tos Spee 


22's ees k's e's [t's n't 't's'2's 2b e's 2's t's 22's t's 2 t's 
PEERS EEE RY 


st'st's'n'2 2252 St’: 


er Ore 
‘West 


Qe & Coty A cai SES 


yk Dom 9 Ter Pe ae 


DETRCHCE EO O28 't ett ste 88s 888 
Stn2 2223822222522 2228s bse: 


ng Spin 13 (2 
noes 17 

(Gin Aer 100 
(Gio et 11 
(los etc 102 
ated 159 

Ud 160 

Dede 16 

Dee 181 
Doe 18 nn 
Fos Fou 48 


FORIMORE: 
INFOXGO}T0) 


ray Yn 113 
nr a 115 
ram en 116 
Una 119 


a 
a 
8 
al 
3% 
32 
0 


august 2001 


ment of exceptional 


af AMA 


geot long! 
t 
TM EISUE PUBLIHER) 


1 GineSice en # Ue 
Gren arn #6 (Cis) 
asf Sees 92 ai) 
Cnet #181 
(oP #2 (1 Ged) (ona 
2 Sdnn# 9/20 
Spit Uk 
Sis #18 ne) 

CO Hs ay 44 Cd 
eh 1 (6 Con) 
Ue Spon #8 


ire Sige Sets #8 Ur) 
1! ely #53 Vad 
oan # are 

Hones 2 red 
Cone 3 Wore) 

ones ne 

1k rd ee #1 Stet) 
Waren 1 ig) 
Cede 14 Ce) 
der 15 () 
oder 16 (is) 

‘ew ats #87 Woe 
(oc eiy/00 
Fina 2 (ria) 

The Pies el 4) 
(Reg ts ee 
(Sogo oe So ing 120 (Cris) 
Sandon #4 sg/00 
Sgn 1 (Eras) 
Shs #14 Or 
Speman #5 (a 
lores fe) 


Keke Ce fed 1 Cit) 
Ding (0 oni) 


(dag Spin 798 aed) 

COs #5 red 

st #2 Wen) Cage 

i hy #3 este) (rae) 

dt iy #4) es) 

dt i #5 (sei) Cra) 

hes eh 3 #128 ed 

1 Bo (Cons) 

1 Boe (Cr) 

(amen 345 (0 Conis 

Barr Bk 8 Wie (0 Cons) 

CBr ck 8 Wie #2 (Con 

Coin & ite 3 (ois) 

fa Bk 8 Wit # (Conic 

‘Bomar erste Dk al #120 
Gris) 

frre Hoe Cai) 

1 ar ton th Bt #83 (Cn 

Se 1) 

1 Gino 18 (HS) 

Gi on eats #1 (oi) 

is nines #12 ais) 


ae Boy #18 a) 
Obert #1 re) 
hinder #2 (ti) 


inden #4 (ie) 
i Wndaren 5 (i) 


(Dron 8 (ig) 
‘Minion 9 (Eg) 
bien 10 (pa) 
© nan 21 ie) 


17 i) 
bien 218i) 
en #19) 
Men 20 (i) 


No, this isn't any of Lok’s trickery, CGC recently 
awarded a copy of Thor (vol. 1) #156 from 1968 a 
flawless 10.0 grade-making it the only known Silver 


‘Age 10.0 in existence. 


Until now, the oldest CGC-graded 10.0 had been a 
copy of Wolverine (mini-series) #1 from 1982. A 100 
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incredibly rare; CGG grader Steve Borock spec 
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such an achievement is “quite phenomenal’ “The issue 
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arrived in a box of submissions ranging from 6.0s on up,” 


Borock notes. 


The lucky owner is Chuck Rozanski, owner of Mile 
High Comics in New York. According to Borock, Rozanski 
plans to auction the book off on the Internet with proceeds 
from the sale going to the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. MUESSE THOMPSON 
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Cards, Collectible toys, Action Figures, Card Games, 
Beanie Babies, Anime, Pokemon, plus much more, For 
hese listings are as accurate as we can get ‘em, but Wizard always [J ™6re info contact: Motor City Conventions @ 248-426- 
xecommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show infor- fj) °° °t vist our Website @ motorattyconventions com 


mation sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it’s | MINNESOTA | 
time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 
SEPTEMBER 29-30, 


MINNEAPOLIS 
CALIFORNIA types of collectible toys, all ypes ofAction Figuresand | MCBA FALLCON COMIC BOOK CONVENTION! The 


Comic related toys, 1000s of Comic Books, Golden age | huge two-day extravaganza wil take place atthe Thun- 
EVERY WED. & EVERY SAT., | to Premium Comics, We will have one of the largest | derbird Hotel, 2201 E. 78th Sweet, Bloomington, Min- 
CITY OF INDUSTRY selections of $1 comics available anywhere, Giveaways | nesota (Nexto the Mall of America) 10AMto SPM both 
FRANK& SON COLLECTIBLE WAREHOUSE, 19649. J will be held several times throughout the day. Play }} days. Over 35,000 square feet of comic book action! All 
San Jose Ave, Over 150 dealer tables @ $48 each, || ComicJeopardy at | lam and 2pm Special Event Sanc- | star comic book creator quest ist (Over 100 artis, writ 
FREE admission, FREE parking, Wed 4pm-3:30pm & | tioned SWCCG and Mage Knights Tournament Entry J ers, inkers & publishers). Dealers rom all over the USA 
Sat: 10am-Spm. This show will feature a wide selection | fee of $7. $8Cash and merchandise prizes. Space wil | buying, selling & trading gold, sver, colectors &modi- 
of comics, toys, action figures, Beanie Babies, Hot || be limited so please reserve your space early. Regis- | emi comic books, original comic ar, action figures & 
Wheels, non-sports cards, Star Wars, Star Trek, and J tration at 2am. Tournament starts at 10am. Thistourma- J toys, Manga & anime, Star Wars & Trek and much more! 
‘much more, For info & directions call Frankie @ 909- | ment is sponsored by MkReals.com and Champion J Lois ffree entertainment including great quest panels 
444-7955 or 909-444-7956. Vist our Website @ wwwris- | Cards & Games. Show andtoumament promotions by | and Q8A sessions, anime movie room, charity art auc- 
collectibles.com. KEBco Comic & Toy Emporium. Youcan contactuson J tion, comic restoration seminars, how to draw seminars 
thelniemet a wivwkebcotoys com ancicheckour Web- || and much more! FREE creator autographs, thousands 
JULY 15, LOS ANGELES site for all your toy and comic book needs, Reserve a | of door prizes & FREE gigantic MCBA grab bags! For 
LOS ANGELES COMIC BOOK AND SCIENCE FIC- | dealer table or tournament space on our web site. For | more information, clirections or to get on the Minnesota 
TION CONVENTION, Shrine Auditorium Expo Center, | more info: contact Ken Bamette at (770) 471-6970 until | Comic Association maling list call the 24 MCBA Hot- 
100 West 32nd St, $5 admission, 10am-Spm. THE | 10PMEDT. line # at (612) 786-8191, e-mailusat MNCBAG@aol com 
LARGEST AND LONGEST RUNNING MONTHLY CON- 


or check out our Website at www.MNCBA.com. Thanks 
varmonon Tre wesrcoasnseecaLscree | MNT CU) (ol MMM | 2s youre 
ING OF THE NEW ANIMATED MOVIE OSMOSIS 
JONES. FREEOSMOSISJONES T-SHIRT (COURTESY | JULY 4,14,29, ORLAND PARK | NEW HAMPSHIRE | 
OF WARNER BROS.) CALL OR CHECK WEBSITE TO § COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Civic Center (one block 
CONFIRM DETALS. A Dealers Room Full of Gold, Sil- J} west of LaGrange Rd. at 147th St.) 6ft tables @ $30 JULY 22, CONCORD 
ver and New Comic Books, Toys, Trading Cards, ]| each, 2 tables @ $55, $1 admission, setup: 7:30am- | COMIC BOOK & COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW at the 
Beanie Babies, Pokemon Collectibles, Japanese Ani- | 9am, open: 9am-2pm, Comics, toys, non-sport and | Holiday Concord NH Exit 14 Off 1-93, $3 admis- 
mation Merchandise, Movie Memorabilia, HongKong || sports cards, Hot Wheels, Beanie Babies, action fig- J sion ($5 early bird), 10AM to 4PM, Early Bird 9AM. 
‘Videos, and much more. For more information con- | ures, memorabilia, die-cast, game cards, Magictour- | Featuring New & Old Comics, Trading Cards, Star 
tact Bruce Schwartz, 2319-A West Olive Ave. Burbank, || nament (Saturdays), Sanctioned Star Warstoumament J Wars, Star ‘Transformers, Nightmare Before 
CA 91806 or call 818-954-8432 or check Website at || (Sundays). Contact: John Leary @ 708-423-1758, Christmas, Godzilla, Hot Wheels, Dragon Ball Z, 
‘www.comicbookscifi com. Japanese Toys & Videos & Much Much More. For 


More Information or Table Info Please Call Michael 
CANADA 


@ (603) 4 or E-mail: Clubcornicnh@msn.com 
‘Th ANNUAL "CANADIAN NATIONAL COMIC BOOK 

EXPOSITION '01" Canada's largest comic book event JULY 22, WAYNE 

Metro Toronto Convention Centre (nex! to Sky Dome). YE COMIC BOOK EXPO, Wayne Holiday Inn, Rt 
250 tables, $10 (USD) acimission per day or $20 (USD) vice Rd. (OfRt 23 Southnear Willowbrook Mall) 
for weekend pass, Fri. 4pm-Spm, Sat, 10am-Opm, Sun 30, @ S60 each, $2 admission, kids under 6 
am-6pm, Show features include: Seminars, work- & 2nd parent FREE! Easy, FREE parking, 10am-4pm. 
shops, Q and A sessions, arts alley featuring over 100 PUG BUCKS given out throughout the day as door 
quests, art auction, animation demonstrations, corpo- JULY 29, PEORIA prizes! Comics from GA to present at great prices. 
rate area, Canadian National Anime Expo, Canadian | PEORIA COMIC CONVENTION, Signature Inn 4112 | The East Coasts best & friendliest dealers without the 
National Science Fiction Expo, and the popular "Indus- || Brandywine (-74 @ War Memorial Drive exit 83) | NYC hassle. Two no minimum bid auctions. For 
try Night" (retailers only Sat 7pm, Joe Badal's) Guests || FREE admission, 10am-4pm. Mention this Wizard J updates call JP @ 973-783-0808 or e-mail: pugprd- 
include: Carlos Pacheco, lan Churchill, Jeph Loeb, || advert and get a free comic just for coming! Ilinois’ } cts@aclcom 
Paul Jenkins, William Shatner (Kirk), James Doohan | longest running comic convention a the same loca- 

(Scotty), Peter Mayhew (Chewbacca), Ted Raimi | tion! Lots of comics, toys and other cool stuff will be JULY 28-29, SECAUCUS 

(Xena) with many, many more TBA. Check out the | forsale. Thisis areal comic show not aBeanie Baby | COLLECTIBLES MEGA SHOW, Meadowlands Expo 
‘Website for all updates. For information, write Cana- J and Hot Wheels show with a few comics! For more ] Center, 355 Plaza Dr. (for directions call 201-223-1000). 
dian National Expo, 4 Varsity Rd, Toronto, Ontario, J information or dates of future conventions (its held | Sat. 10am-Zpm, Sun, 10am-Spm. The most spectacu- 
MES4N4, Canada or call Hobby Star Marketing@ 416- | several times each year) call Alan @ 309 687-1599. J lar show in the world, Giant dealers room featuring 


761-1760.or agupta@hobbystar.com or www.canadi- comics, toys, sci-fi, TV, movie and Rock & Roll memo- 


JULY 15, SPRINGFIELD 
‘SPRINGFIELD COMIC CONVENTION, Signature Inn 
3090 Stevenson Dr (1-55 @ Stevenson Dr. Exit 94) FREE 
admission, 10am-4pm. Mention this Wizard advert and 
get a free comic just for coming! Downstate Ilinois’ 
longest running comic convention! Lots of comics, toys 
and other cool stuf will be for sale. This is areal comic 
‘shownota Beanie Baby and Hot Wheels show with a few 
comics! For more information or dates of future con- 
‘ventions (they are bi-monthly) call Alan @ 309 657-1599. 


w 
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annationalexpo.com. 
Rowena Brian Bunak, Bill Tucci (tentative). Celebrities 
| GEORGIA | OCTOBER 19-21, BOSTON —_| fromthe Panctofthe Apes, Cary Tagawa (Kul), inda 
ITS COMING...AND ITS GOING TO BE HU Harrison (Nova), Booth Coleman (Dr. Zavis), Lou Wag- 
JULY 15, MARIETTA HYNES CONVENTION CENTRE. WWW.HOB- J ner (Lucius) many more quests from the world of comics, 
ATLANTANORTHWEST COLLECTOR'S CONIXAND ff BYSTAR.COM movies, TV Rock & Roll & models and scream queens 
GAMING TOURNAMENT, Atlanta Hilton NW Windy Hill to follow. Check out the Website www.kspromo- 
Secrets | MICHIGAN [fee 
‘Hill Road, Atlanta Hilton is on the right. 60 tables at $45 ‘ general info call 201-261-4982, 201-261-8803. 
each, $3 admission ($1 off with Wizard ad), 10am-Spm. AUGUST 5, LIVONIA 
‘Guests: Buzz Carter Jason Flowers, Dylan land, Corey | X-TRAVA-CON COMIC BOOK, NON-SPORTS CARD JULY 6-8, AUGUST 17-19, 
Isaac, Tim Ferington, Eriq Scott and model Angel How- | AND TOY SHOW, Knights of Columbus Hall, 19801 WILDWOOD 
ell. Largest toy and comic book collector's convention | Farmington Rd. 55 Tables@ $40 each advanced, $45 at || THE JERSEY SHORE'S BIGGEST FREE ADMISSION 
in Northwest Atlanta. This convention will feature all J show, $2 admission, children under six FREE, 10am- | SHOWS continue bigger and better in 2001, in the air- 
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conditioned Wildwood Convention Center, right on 
the boardwalk. Show runs Friday evening and all 
day Saturday and Sunday. Featuring quality comic, 
toy and collectibles dealers, numerous guests includ 
ing Welcome Back Kotter's Ron Palilo (July), Pow- 
ers artist Michael Oeming (August). Roller coasters, 
babes in bikinis, casinos nearby and a great show. 
‘What else ya need? EMCEE Conventions, (608) 448- 
1885; mchaud@home.com 


AUGUST 17-19, WILDWOOD 
‘THE JERSEY SHORE’S BIGGEST FREE ADMISSION 
SHOWS continues bigger and better in 200, in the ar- 
conditioned Wildwood Convention Center, right on the 
‘boardwalk, featuring quality comic, oy and collectible 
dealers, numerous guests including Welome Back 
Kotter’s Ron Palillo July, Powers artist Michael Oeming 
August, Show runs Friday evening and all day Satur- 
day and Sunday. Roller coasters, babes in bikinis, casi- 
nos nearby and a great show..what else ya need? 
EMCEE Conventions (609) 448-7585; 
mchaud@home.com. 


JULY 29, BUFFALO 
WESTERNNEW YORK COMIC BOOK CONVENTIO? 
Holiday Inn-Amherst, 1881 Niagara Falls Blvd (-290 & 
exit 3) Rt 62. Dealer tables: 38, 8f @$90 each, 9, 6 @ 
$18 each, $3.80 admission, children 6 & under FREE, 
10am -4pm. 1,000s of Golden, Silver & Modem Age 
Comics, action figures, toys and more. Guests: 
LEONARD KIRK, artist Supergirl, COLLEEN DORAN, 
artist & wrter-A Distant Soi, Mutant X Annual, Power 
Pack mini-series, Forbidden Book & upcoming issues 
of Ultimate X-Men, CHRIS YAMBAR, writer Bart Simp- 
son comics & Mr. Beat, More guests to be announced 
Hourly door prizes, FREE comic to Ist 50 people. For 
‘more info: Jef Hanper Productions 330-499-6056 after 
6PM or e-maitJefharpro@aal com 


JULY 6-7, NEW YORK 

‘The BIG APPLE COMIC BOOK, ART & TOY SHOW, St 
Paul Church Auditorium - Columbus (8th) Ave. & 60th 
St, NYC, ONLY $6 admission each day! 10am-épm, 
EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! NY's greatest 
ccomnic book & toy convention! Buying, seling & racing 
Gold, Silver & Modem age comics, Toys, Action fi 
ues, non-sparts cards, comic art, movie posers, videos 
anime, TV/movie memorabilia and more 
quests: DARTH VADER - DAVID PROWSE (t 
artists JIM KRUEGER, FRANK BRUNN! 
‘MICHAEL LINSNER (tentative), Pay 
LUPO, wresters NKOLAI VOLKOFF & 
and more to be announced, For in 

Website, 718-326-2713 or www 


NOVEMBER 9-11, NEW YORK 
‘Tne 8rd NATIONAL COMIC BOOK ART, TOY & SC 
FIEXPO, The Metropolitan Pavilion, 128 
NYC (btwn. 6th & 7th Ave.) NY's greates 
&toy convention Buying, seling& resin Gold ver 
& Modern age comics, Toys, Action figures, non-sports 
cards, comic art, movie posters, videos, anime, 
‘TVimovie memorabilia and more, Special quests artists 
“Bone” artist Jeff Smith jim Steranko - l0am-Ipm Sat. 
Nov. 10th & Sun. Nov. 1 lth ONLY Model Manon Kelly 
~ Sat, Nov, 10th & Sun, Nov. 1th ONLY. Plus artist JIM 
WARREN, Actress TRINA ROBBINS, JASMINE ST. 
CLAIRE, ECW's BLUE MEANEE & FRANCINE & more 
celebrities to be announced. For info call or visit our 
Website, 718-326-2713 or www bigapplecon.com 


NORTH CAROLINA 


AUGUST 3-5, HICKORY 
VALLEY HILLS MALL COMIC BOOK AND COL- 
LECTIBLE SHOW, Valley Hills Mall Hwy, 70 exit 


126, I-40, Over 75, 6ft tables @ $85 each, FREE 
admission, Friday and Saturday 10am-Spm, Sun- 
day Ipm-6pm. Both levels of the mall. Comic 
books, toys, records, cards, coins, movie items 
and more. Contact info Mike Dentino 828-328- 
1029, e-mail rhikedana@charter.net or Selector 
CD's and Comics 828-322-6002 


AUGUST 5, AKRON 
AKRON-CANTON COMIC BOOK CONVENTION, 
Holiday Inn-Akron South, 1-77 @ exit 120 (Arlington 
Ra). Dealer tables; 45, 6 @ $100 each UNTIL July 1, 
$120 each thereafter, $5 admission, children 6 and 
under FREE, 10am-4pm. 1,000s of Golden, Silver & 
Modem Age Comics, action figures, oys and more. 
Guests: PHIL HESTER, artist-Green Arrow, Swamp 
Thing & Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #2 & #3, ANDE 
PARKS, Inker-Green Arrow, Ulitmate Marvel Team- 
Up #2 & #3; MATT WAGNER artist covers of Green 
Arrow, Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #1, creator of 
Grendel and much more. CHRIS YAMBAR, writer- 
Bart Simpson Comics & Mr. Beat. KERON GRANT, 
artist of Iron Man. Hourly door prizes. For more 
tion: Jeff Harper Productions 330-499-6056 
-M or e-mail: Jeffharpro@aol,com 


| PENNSYLVANIA | 


AUGUST 12, PHILADELPHIA 
PHILADELPHIA COMIC-CON, Holiday Inn, 10th St 
& Packer Ave, exit 46 off1-76 or exit 1 offI-95 (fol 
low signs to Packer). From NJ, take Walt Whitman. 
Bridge to second exit after toll plaza (exit 46). 48 
tables are 1/866 or 2/$125, 10am-pm, Philadel- 
phia's longest running all-comic show is also the 
best value as you get in for only $3 ($2 when you 
mention WIZARD), plus FREE parking! Besides 
comics from the 1940s to this week, our dealers 
(Grom 6 states) also will be selling, buying and trad- 
ing non-sports cards, Japanimation videos, Mage 
Knight and other related collectibles, Great give- 
aways every hour including $100 in show cash given 
away throughout the day good for any merchan- 
dise at the show! Special quests to be announced. 
comic shop for a fyer or call our 
for the latest update. 


val retums, spon- 
est STORE! 


AUGUST 25, LIVE OAK/SAN 
ANTONIO 

ECKMAN'S CARD, COMIC AND TOY SHOW, Live 
Oak Civic Center (near Randolph AFB, Northeast 
San Antonio). One Hundred (100) 8 foot tables @ 
$35 each. $2 admission (first 100 paying cus- 
tomers receive gift packs). Show time 9 AM to 5 
PM. Door prizes every 30 minutes. Variety of toys, 
Hot Wheels, Beanies, comics, cards, G1. JOES, 
and more. Further information call Dale Eckman 
at (210) 945-0003. 


JULY 8, MCLEAN/VIENNA 
(WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA) 
CAPITAL ASSOCIATES MONTHLY COMIC, TOY & 
CCG SHOW, location: Tysons Comer Holiday in, 1960 
Chain Bridge Rd. Directions: Take exit 46 South Route 
123) off -498, 1/4 mile, hotel is on right. (Directions call 
@703-893-2100), 80 vendor tables: Ist table @ $85, 2nd 
table @ $80, Srdt+ @$75, $3 admission, children under 
SFREE, FREE parking, ldam-4pm, Buy Sell, Trade: Gold, 
Silver & new comics, ndepencients, anime, CCG, toys, 
POKEMON, Star Wars, Buy posters, T-shirts origina rt 
‘work non-sports cars ete. Guess Cal jelfRocen@ 703- 
912-1993, hitp://members.aol.com/comicshow & 

comicshow@iaol.com. 


|_WASHINGTON 


JULY 29, FERNDALE 
BORDER-CON, Ferndale Band Boosters Bingo 
Shoppe @ 5330 La Bounty Dr. Just South of the US- 
Canada border Exit #262 from -5 West-side of the 
Freeway. 80, 6f tables @ $35 each. $2 admission, 
10am-Spm. Comics: Golden Age, Silver & Present 
Pulps, Artwork, Pokemon, trading cards, Magic, 
action figures, toys, Star Wars collectibles, videos, 
movie memorabilia, and other collectibles. Free 
information contact: Steve Miner @ 425-774-1781 
or write P.O. Box 55853, Seattle WA 98155 


SEPTEMBER 16, SEATTLE 
SEATTLE COMICARD CONVENTION, Seattle Cen- 
ter Northwest Rooms- 101 Republican St.100, 8f 
tables @ $75 each. $5 Admission or $4 with canned 
food donations for NW Harvest, 10am - Spm. Spe- 
cial Guest Artists include: Leonard Kirk (Artist Super- 
itl, Deep Space Nine) Comics; Golden Age, Silver 
& Present. Pulps, Manga, Artwork, trading cards, 
Magic, action figures, toys, Star Wars collectibles, 
videos, movie memorabilia, and other collectibles. 
Free promotional items while supplies last, For infor- 
mation contact Steve Miner @ 425-774-178] or write 
P.O, Box 85853, Seattle, WA 98155 


You're used to seeing Shows and Conventions listed here, but 
‘now WIZARD will provide you with other locations where you 
‘can find comic related items. WIZARD recommends phoning 
head before you seek out any of these locatians-because 
sometimes stuff happens before we go to press. And so my 
‘friends, we bid you all adies and happy huntin'ti! 


| MASSACHUSETTS | 


OPEN EVERY DAY, BEVERLY 
JERRY'S COMICS AND COLLECTIBLES, 296 Cabot, 
Beverly MA01915 (878) 922-0388, Located nextto lit 
tie Italy in downtown Beverly, We are easy to get to 
‘with plenty of FREE parking, Jerry's is open Monday- 
‘Friday 5:30pm-9,20pm and Saturday & Sunday 12noon- 
9:30pm. Another choice for your comic book and 
collecting needs, We carry a great selection of action 
figures, non-gport and sport cards, new comics, back 
issues, RPGs, Magic: The Gathering, T-shirts, CCGs, 
novelties, supplies, anime, videos and more, New stuff 
‘weekly/daily. CHECK IT OUT Jerry's Comics, THE 
‘BESTLITTLE COMIC SHOP ON THE NORTH SHORE, 


Ifyou'd like to use Wizard's magic to help adver- 
tise your comic book event or retail location, 
call Karen Evora at (914) 268-3907 before the 
10th of each month. Remember we do not list 
comic book pricing or 900#. 
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IS YOURS WITH THE FIRST 
PURCHASE USING YOUR 

MBNA® WIZARD® VISA® CREDIT CARD! 

3.9% FIXED INTRODUCTORY ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 
(APR) FOR CASH ADVANCE CHECKS AND BALANCE TRANSFERS} 

NO ANNUAL FEE 

APPLY FOR YOURS HERE OR ONLINE AT 
wizardworld.com 


AEG 06/98 
ROGER A- CROZIER 


APPLY NOW! COMIC SUPPLIES ARE 
LIMITED—AND FADING FAST! 


Cardholders are automatically enrolled in the 
WIZARD VISA® REWARDS PROGRAM. 


WIZARD REWARDS SAVE MONEY 


* You get an exclusive Witchblade vs. Darkness + No Annual Fee 
#1/2 comic book. This comic book is not 


+ 3.9% Introductory APR for cash advance 
available through any other offer.* 


checks and balance transferst 
Use your Wizard Visa® card & earn points * Worldwide acceptance 

towards exciting Wizard products like 

exclusive comic books, tickets to Wizard SAVE TIME 

World conventions, autographed comic ani a 
Béoka; a2tandijures and mares + Credit line increase decisions in 
30 minutes or less 


The more you spend with your Wizard Visa® 
card, the more you'll earn. 


* One (1) 1/2 comic book wil beset to coc cardholder who wes tir ew WIZARD Visa cre card acount fo et las one purchase. Atraascton that subject to rebnd, cet or edlustmect does nt qual. Allow 8-10 weeks fr delivery. Supplies are lite. °° Earn WIZARD 
eva edn roy el ot rsa Yo eared et) hacen are on Pe Frc a oe ee wel: oh ns an pth el ey, 
‘we transters, bts, ater kets, and caine guring chips; and unaxthorzed or rovdvensIransactns wil at earn Pins. A maximum of 20,000 pints may be earned each mont; maximum ented ltl s 740,000 Points. Points may be used o bien WIZARD products — 
‘ns vay lb sl i ey, Pt nol oy tb py py on not de. ee op Ths pam prey Wd mel Gy wh esr be il sed wi ny 
hese yo. 


+ Fraud protection 
+ 24-Hour Customer Satisfaction 


APPLY FOR YOURS TODAY’? 


Clip or photocopy this application, complete it, and mail it to: 


IWIBNA America 
PO Box 15464, 
Wilmington, DE 19885-5464 


ee es4 Sb78 


Or apply online at 


06/96 06/98 
ROGER A- CROZIER 


Request Your Wizard Visa® Credit Card Py Col 
You must be at least 18 yearsof age to apply, J65P 
and you must reside in the United States. ee 
Prine your name as you would like ero appear on card. Please 
Name 
Address Ape 
City Sexe Zip 
Social Security # sj ahd 
Mother's maiden name 
Gaecusay pps) 
‘Monthly housing payment $ 8 se — Bomex LJ other 
Home phone ( ) - 
$ > 
Busines phone ( ) : 
+ . 
Employer 
Gf self-employed, please state the nature of your business ) <a . 
Position 
{inary did pote pate manera rere need retbe wed youd ow eS 
Sie lana ach fron jarsdocked yor al gation 
Please send an additional card at no extra cost for Relationship 
pC seh eto eS ee - 
SIGNATURE MEANS THT AGRE TO THE CONDITIONS APPEARING ON Ts AFRICAN 
lec plo fyi ne med ed = 
eee ll 
oy ae 
oe Yeoitce 
Anewol fee None = 
+f Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 14.99% fsed ce for purchases. 
forepeiodtermparmettice rpc: | Alt 25don fea ws prt n fle Now sb Tatye rD 
‘Method of computing the balance for purchases “Average Daily Bolancs (nding new iransodiors) 
Transocton fees for cash advances ond fees for Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 2% of each cash advance (minimum $2). 
oor exedig he edt Tronsocion fee for cred cord cash nc (minimum 
ie Kaien omnis Ouse ores eee 
Ss Tepe gb Peprtaedigravon noeyodes bs are 
m ig ‘De ok each such purchase (minimum $2) ee or uty re 


wizardworld.com 


+-MORE APR INFORMATION: 
The cue promesonl Annual Percentoge 
Foe (APR) fer or cosh dance checks ond 
belence roses is 3.9% through our fit 4 
stare’ ong dts, commencing he 
month afer your occurs opened. When 
your minima monly pment in 
reid by he doe of he fat conplee 
biling ee following its Payment Due Date, or 
‘when the promotional fer eps, whichever 
‘cars he APR ht wil be oppo bh 
ew and oondng cash other boloces 
(costing of ex odvonce checks ond 
bolonce rf romocions) wil be 14.97% 
[MBNA may aloes you payment blancs 
Finding ne ronson) wh lower APRS 
belore boars wih higher APR. 

-CONDITIONS- 

‘hav red fis oppotin, ond eerhing 
have sted in itis, lovhorze MBNA 
‘Avarica Bok, NA (MBNA) check my 
ret employments, or ony ober 
infernafon ord oreo hen sch 
inlornchon andrei experience wih me 
ndestond hte oxzeploncs or of ony 
«cod ied wl be bj othe eso his 
copplaion ond he Credit Cord Agresent 
‘hat willbe sent wih he card ord Loge 
be responsible eral hogs inured 
‘cxzedingto sch les. | om at ct 18 
ors ge consnt to ond cuherze 
MBNA, ond is aes o most and/or 
record my hleghone comvenatians wih ery 
lhc repeats bate ens quay 
sean information abou me or my ecount 
‘nay be shared omeng MBNA end its related 
compares or marketing o edminisrative 
purposes |may prohibit such sharing of 
‘infomation, che than infomation 
perining solely io ransacns or 
experiences between me and MBNA or on 
MBNA ltd compa by woo 
[MBNA ot PO Box 15342, Wimingon, DE 
19850 ond nding my nome, eds, 
home phone number, od the ppicoble 
MBNA account number | o:cept hat 
MBNA ey, ais dsrton, prods 
consider ny card fron extort prod 
“Theiakermatonin his opplieaion ozs 
104/99 ond moy hove changed oer ht 
oe Fer more erinkamaion pease call 
MBNA ot 1-800-523-7666, TTY user, please 
col -900-8336262 


WELCOME TO CONTACT: 
MISCELLANEOUS SPOTLIGHT Bile Grceien oer 


STUFF! Wizard Entertainment Advertsing 


‘Want more business? Wizard has a million 161 Wells Avenue 
readers with $42 billion, $600 million in Congers, NY 10820 

tel: (814) 268-3907 x144 
spending power...GET YOUR PIECE OF ee iNaeeao 


IT, ADVERTISE HERE! CALL AND FIND OUT HOW. § email: FuPage1 @wizardworld.con 


si. ERE ERSPEREEE 
Soa > S| Control YOUR World! D WORLD 
22 Online ordering for the serious 
TAPRNGSE IMPORTS € WHOLESATE |. ¥ caleer a wordomiscom ES ONLINE 
ts tc - tt ite “ 
Fast Shipping TOYS & MERCHANDIge_| | > 3107 NE 62nd Ave, Sule 13 » 


619-407. : Vancouver, WA 98661 q - 1 
cae eS, REDESIGNED! 
ley, check out wizardworld.com 


with our funky new layout and design. 
y Nu ,) New functions! New features! New pret 
a COMIC COLLECTORS, pictures! Log in and check us out at 
Why pay retail or (| www.wizardworld.com 


| even wholesale prices? 
|| Amazing deals in our free monthly auction lsupplies 
catalog. Golden Age, Silver Age to the 
hottest modern comics on the market. Also 
alarge stock of action figures and non-sports, COMIC BOOK SUPPLIES 
cards! All comics awarded to the highest, BAGS, BOARDS, BOXES 
bidder. The catalog also consists of other FREE $5 coupon & catalog 
collectibles ie. non-sportscards,sportscards, CALL 781-986-2653 
autographs, stamps, coins, railroad etc. BILL COLE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Return rate <5 lots per 15,000. Over 10,000 P.O. Box 60, Dept. W119 
Tots every issue. Randolph, MA 02368-0060 
(CALL FOR FREE CATALOG e-mail: beemylar@cwixmail.com or 
1-800-364-2948 x300 web: www.neponset.com/bcemylar 
www.JamesJReeves.com 


WIJAMES J. REEVES Check out the 
eearretoeeroorraa med CARTOONIST SUPPLY DEPOT 
Las www.kubertsworld.com 


or call 800-343-4792 
for a free catalo: 


FIGHT CENSORSHIP 


IN COMICS S 

SS i 
Support the CBLDF’s efforts to protect the First S&S om 
Amendment Rights of all comic book professionals. i c 
Send donations to: . =o . = 
P.0. Box 693, Northampton, MA 01061 = = 

or call (800) 992-2533 for a free copy of BUSTED!, 

the CBLDF newsletter 
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hanks to writer Kevin Smith, Green Arrow has found new life on the comic book racks. But since G.A. hasn’t 
had his own title for three years, it might be time for a quick refresher course. 


QUOTIENT 


1. THE MAIN EVENT 
‘What's the name of the crossover event that 
‘sets the stage for Dilie’s resurrection in Green 2. ALL IN THE FAMILY 
Arrow (vol. 2) #1? } The hero Arsenal used to be Green 
‘A) Justice League of Archers Arrows teen sidekick, Speedy. What 
B) Our Worlds at War | drug was Speedy addicted to back 
|} C) Final Night in the 1960s stories? 
D) Bringin’ Out the Dead Guys for a Big A) Cocaine 
>) Honkin’ Payday B) Heroin 
©) Crystal meth 
D) Stacker II and Ill! 


E 


12) | 


3. POPPIN’ PAMPRIN 

To what does Black Canary, Green 
Arrow’s former lover, chalk up her 
maudlin reminiscing of Ollie in issue #1? 


True or false: In Ollie's mind, its 
only been a few days since that 


5, SECRETS EXPOSED 
Oe ee cared RG ow ong does it tok ton runaway Mi 
Dearden to figure out Ollie Queen and Green 


ae Sie A aes 


=; 4) One month 
B) Two weeks 
== C) Three issues 
6. What anesome-teoking, yt teribly ISTE 
underappreciated, member of the 
Legion of Doom (remember them from 
“Super Friends?) shows up as Ollie's 
first meta-human threat? Yr 
. Who's the first member of the JLA 
to actually see Green Arrow back in 
action in the flesh (and just because he 
scored with her doesn't mean Black 
Canary's the right answer!)? 


i 
vewendy “ewe 9a 29 (c¥ 2) saved oy DS REL RS Se 
Jaa wos yu ‘pu $.an9 2983 y oumpuls ennai) SRE RSR BZA SL DT SENSE 


a ates - CO _——— 

GUESS THE NAME AND ORIGIN OF THIS MONTH'S LOSER 
‘A runaway teen since she was 14, Amy Powers became Brigid O'Rielly worked as a police detective until she 
hopelessly addicted to drugs, until the day she was tricked was exposed to a lethal experimental gas which killed “_/ 


into taking a designer drug that caused her to mutate into the her and transformed her into the toxic vigilante known 
mindless-but lethal-menace known as POISON! as MAYHEM! 


LOSER 


Environmentalist Shannon Shaugnessy was a waste man- Julie Baron was stricken by a rare genetic defect 

agement technician exposed to gamma radiation while that left her incapable of controlling involuntary 

hauling illegally dumped trash, which turned her into the gamma- muscles, meaning one taco is all it took for the hapless 

powered eco-terrorist called THE GREEN MACHINE! Julie to crack a rat and become the Mistress of Mal- 
odorousness, NOXIA! 


ONE LAME 
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WIZARD GETS TO BUGGIN’ OUT 6 wizarn’s ANIME INVASION! 
It’s a known fact-work long enough at WizARo, and you'll see someone eat something oe ‘got a question about anime, then this is 
weird for money. ‘the hook for you! WizaRo’s Awe Invasion has got 


One guy ate a stick of butter; another guy drank a gallon of milk in under 30 minutes and kept jam tall: anime news, including an update on the 

it down for an hour; a third employee attempted to eat a jar of mayonnaise. na Sra series cig fn TV; ait Les 
- Hs ‘ ¥ =a to understanding what all that symbolism means; 

So it’s no surprise that at a recent Wizard Entertainment barbecue—which took place at the home a timeline of all of the highlights of the genre: 
shared by Wizard Editor Brian Cunningham and Price Guide Manager Fletcher Chu-Fong (among oth- and a preview of the hottest upcoming video and 
ers)-someone decided it was time to eat insects for money, DVD releases hitting shelves soon. Plus, check 

Associate Editor Andy Serwin got the ball rolling when he managed to convince Staff Writer Mike em out our special “Akira: The Movie” feature, where 
Cotton to give him $10 for eating an inch worm, “I just balled it up, threw it down the hatch and you'll learn everything you need to know about 
chased it with a beer,” the classic flick, as well as how it differs from 
recalled Serwin, “It went the manga that spawned it! 
down no probe.” Pe porated 
Looking to earn his ee 


money back, Cotton scoured TOYFARE #49 


the wooded backyard unt he Mini-bust and statue extravaganzal For the first time, 
found a suitable candidate for = TovFaRE brings you a special on upcoming busts and 
his meal-a much larger, live- statues along with a specialty price guide dedicated to 


lier (and crunchier) caterpil- ‘these collectors’ items. Go behind the scenes with Art 
lar, which appeared to be of f re Asylum to view what it takes to make Crouching Tiger 
the gypsy moth family. ‘toys. Also, are LEGOs breaking into the collector world? 


After soliciting a $20 bet from a On sale huly 11 in comic shops 
group of partygoers, Cotton took a f= On sale hily 24 everywhere 


moment, psyched himself up, and threw INQUE! #16 

that crepy-ranly ght cow his gulet - Bring onthe babes! ives reveals the ten hottest babes 
Vil tell you this much, it tasted in gaming. Also, check out InQuest’s picks for the ulti- 

better than the crappy burgers Mel 4 mate Magic card set. See what creatures and spells 

[Caylo, Wizaro’s managing editor] was made the cut for our version of the best Magic set ever, 

cookin’ up!” exclaimed Cotton. “Plus, | On sale july 4 in comic shops 


started hallucinating afterwards, which [im FECL LUCE @ Onsale July 17 everywhere 
sealwaystoil? coo! $20foeatng this atria hors ewes ata Wear 880 


LOTSA LINSNER 
Take a look at original and never-before-seen artwork from Dawn creator 
J, Michael Linsner. The artist not only reveals a preview of upcoming art in 
Davi, Dark Ivory the Vampire and Galactus one-shots, but he finally draws the 
mainstream superheroes he always dreamed of pencing, 


DIARY OF AN EXTRA 

Contributing editor Jim McLauchin-now known as Hollywood! Jets us in on 
what it’ ike tobe an extra in Kevin Smith’ latest fm, “Jay & Silent Bob Strike 
Back" which stars cinematic heavyweight ike Ben Aleck, Matt Daman, 
Shannon Elzabeth and Chis Rock. 


MODELS INC. 

Artist Alex Ross is pe for basing his sketches on photos of real people. Qur 
very own Staff Writer Christopher Lawrence experiences what it's like to pose 
for Ross in his Ilinois home, Learn the process that Ross uses from star to 
finish and view how he moves from mere photos to artistic Mscclidied 


WOLVERINE EXPOSED : 
Wolverines origin is revealed and weve got the scoop on the events and contra- 
versy that ed up to this huge unveing, begining with closed-door meetings with 
Marvel's Bll Jemas tothe decision to let Paul Jenkins write the origin of one of 
Marvel's most enigmatic characters. 
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wizarb: Since “Unbreakable” was like a comic book movie, are 
you a comic fan? 

SHYAMALAN: Yeah. The whole idea of the archetypes of heroes, 
villains, powers within you...the whole Daredevil thing, where the 
weakness becomes the strength—I love that stuff. 
Still read ’em? > 
Since we started making “Unbreakable,” everybody's 
been giving me comic books. There are piles and piles in my office. 
But you're a big Spider-Man and Daredevil fan? 

Yeah. love those. 

Is the fanboy in you looking forward to the “Spider-Man” movie? 
It is. There was some talk of me doing it. I've been offered every 
friggin’ comic book movie. I was just trying to make my version of 
a comic book movie in “Unbreakable,” but...I'm very excited. I think 
it's interesting casting with Tobey [Maguire]. 

Would you consider directing a true comic movie? 
“Spider-Man” 
was interesting. It was just bad timing. If it came five years from now, 
maybe I would have done it. That would be the one. Daredevil also, 
of course. 

Best comic movie of all time? 

Richard Donner's “Superman.” 
I've seen that movie so many times. 

Did you see “X-Men”? 

I did. You know, before they made it, I was offered the 
rewrite, so I got to read it beforehand. I thought they did 
a really good job with the screenplay. It was just amaz- 
ing. To me, there was a certain type of feeling...all the 
way up till when Wolverine 
was in the truck after the bar fight. 
Up to there, I was like, “This is awesome.” 

Did you base “Unbreakable”’s David Dunn on 
any pre-existing characters? Kevin Smith's 
compared him to Batman... 

Basically, he’s just supposed to be an iconographic 
comic book hero, closest to Superman. He's 
someone just past his prime, someone who— 

in his 40s—realizes he's a superhero and he 
missed all those years. 

Is it true the idea for “Unbreakable” 

came about after you ripped up a knee 

playing basketball? 

It wasn’t right then, but it was definitely stuck in 
my head. When it happened, I couldn't believe 
it-I’d never even thought about getting hurt. 

I thought, “What would the reverse feel like— 
what if everyone else got injured, and I was the 
only one not injured?” 

But you have figured out you're not a superhero, right? 
Absolutely. I have two screws in my knee to prove it. 

WW CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 


fhe Gast, ine/ @ 2001 Wizards of the Coast, Inc. 


PEPTTT PLT LS SEY, 


= free Membership) 
* Over 200,000 comic listings to browse 
~ Free online price guides: 

~ Win coo! stati 


PAE EEL 
WizardWorld, WizardWorld.com, and The Future of Collecting are TM & © 2001 WizardWorld, inc. Wizard Is TM and ©: bb ile i 
Captain America, Uimate Spider-Man, incredible Hulk, Wolverine, X-Men, and Amazing Fantasy TM & © 2001 Marvel CHafacters/ inc. All Rights Reserved, 


"The Future of Collecting » 


CALL 1-888-COMIC BOOK FOR YOUR NEAREST Comics SHOP. an 06 GOMIGS 


TM DC COMICS © 2001. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. www.dccomics.com ww. 


